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The Panchen Lama Re-incarnation Dispute 


Briefing on Background Situation 

as of 25 May, 1995 

TIN Briefing Notes /25 May, 1995 

The dispute over the selection of the Panchen Lama is 
of major importance in Tibetan politics. Firstly, the 
Chinese claim to rule Tibet rests largely on the right to 
confer titles on the senior lamas, which it sometimes 
did in the late 18th and 19th centuries; this matter is 
therefore of great significance to Beijing. Secondly, it is 
understood that the lamas of Tashilhunpo, the seat of 
the Panchen Lamas, have chosen the same child as the 
Dalai Lama. Traditionally, Tashilhunpo has often 
supported the Chinese in disputes, and concurrence 
between Tashilhunpo and Lhasa is rare. The decision 
this week has therefore presented the Chinese 
authorities with almost unprecedented unity amongst 
the relevant Tibetan factions, making it extremely 
difficult for the Chinese to contradict the Dalai Lama's 
announcement. There has been much abuse and 
criticism from the Chinese authorities, but over one 
week after the announcement no-one has yet 
contradicted the Dalai Lama's decision. 

Behind the dispute are three questions which are of 
overriding significance. The answers to these questions 
will indicate whether the dispute is a opportunisitc 
revenge by the Chinese for losing face, or whether it is 
going to escalate into a major political and doctrinal 
crisis, leading to deep and possibly violent 
developments inside Tibet. 

1 - Will the Chinese find any senior lama who will reject 
the child named by the Dalai Lama? In the first week 
there were no statements which rejected the choice of 
this child or which even implied that this child was not 
the right candidate. All the statements we have seen 
from the Chinese side up to the 24th May criticised the 
Dalai Lama's decision to make a announcement, but did 
not comment on his choice of the child. If the choice of 
child is criticised it would mean that the crisis has 
shifted from verbal posturing to total confrontation, 
ensuring a serious forced split or schism within the 
Tibetan hierarchy. 

A statement from the CPPCC (the Chinese People's 
Political Consultative Conference) published by Xinhua 
on 24th May was translated into English by the BBC as 
saying of the child, "We will never recognise him". 
However, re-translation of this sentence showed that it 
should have read "We will never recognise it", meaning 
the Dalai Lama's announcement. 

[Later note: Up until 4th November only one statement 
was published, as far as we know, denying that the 
child was the correct reincarnation. This was published 
in the August special edition of China's Tibet and 
attributed by the magazine to Jamyang Zhepa]. 

2 - What will Chadrel (pinyin: Jiazha or Qazha) 
Rimpoche say? He is the head of the Democratic 
Management Committee of Tashilhunpo (pinyin: 
Zhaxilunbo) monastery and of the search party. He or 
his equivalent is the person who has real effective 
responsibility for finding the child and has the decisive 


input into the process. It is not true that the Dalai Lama 
can make the decision alone; he tried this 
unsuccessfully with the last Panchen Lama. In effect he 
has to get at some stage the concurrence of Chadrel or 
the senior Tashilhunpo lamas, and vice versa. 

Similarly, the Chinese cannot promote another 
candidate without the endorsement of Chadrel or 
equivalent senior lamas at Tashilhunpo. The most likely 
scenario is that Chadrel will give way; he is certain to 
be under intense pressure now. If Chadrel refuses to 
shift his position, the Chinese will have to promote 
another faction at Tashilhunpo; the consequences could 
be very grave for him. If that does not work, they 
would have to try to co-opt the very senior lamas at the 
two other major monasteries associated with the 
Panchen Lama: Argyel (pinyin: A'gya or Ajia) Rimpoche 
at Kumbum (pinyin: Ta'ersi) in Qinghai or Gungthang 
(pinyin: Goingtang) and Jamyang Zhepa Rinpoches at 
Labrang Tashikyil monastery in Gansu. 

3. What will the United Front say? The pre-emptive 
announcement by the Dalai Lama is on the face of 
things a severe blow to the prestige of the United Front, 
whom we assume persuaded the Party and the State 
Council to accept the so-called "5 step selection 
procedure" in 1989 (published by Xinhua on 5th 
February 1989; some important additions were added in 
August 1989). This mechanism, a largely concocted 
document, was reportedly the result of an agreement 
with Chadrel Rimpoche (and through him, with 
Tashilhunpo monastery). It in effect promised that the 
Tashilhunpo lamas could carry out the first three stages 
of the search according to traditional Tibetan methods, 
without interference from the Chinese authorities 
(although the search party was under surveillance, as 
documented in the TIN Report of 10 March 1995). The 
last two stages of the "procedure" involve the Chinese 
and are essentially political not religions mechanisms, 
being largely superfluous from the Tibetan religious 
point of view. 

As we understand it, in return for this freedom from 
interference in the first three stages, the Tashilhunpo 
lamas agreed to recognise a child inside "Chinese 
territory" (ie., Tibet). The CPPCC statements issued on 
24th May included veiled appreciation for the fact that 
the Chinese did not interfere in the first three stages. 

The "procedure" did not exclude the Tashilhunpo lamas 
from involving the Dalai Lama in the selection process, 
according to tradition, and it is likely that someone in 
the Party - probably a United Front official - knew that 
Tashilhunpo lamas were continuing to negotiate with 
the Dalai Lama over their choice of a child even after 
official negotiations broke down in August 1993. The 
Tashilhunpo/United Front policy was successful in that 
the Dalai Lama gave up any attempt to recognise a child 
outside Tibet; this would have been a propaganda 
success for the Chinese except for the fact that the 
Dalai Lama did not, as planned, wait for Beijing to make 
the first announcement. It is not clear why the Chinese 
did not welcome the Dalai Lama's statement as a 
concession to their demands, instead of attacking it. 


TIN News Review No.24: Reports from Tibet, April to December 1995 3 



It is probably only the United Front now who could 
persuade the Party authorities to step back from direct 
confrontation with the Dalai Lama (and most Tibetans) 
on this question. To do so the United Front would have 
to come up with a viable compromise solution. So far 
the only public proposal has been that the search should 
continue to stage 4 (the lottery) as if there was still a 
dispute over the final candidates. 

Search Party Abbot and Assistant Detained 

TIN News Update / 31 May, 1995 full 

Chadrel Rimpoche, the abbot appointed by Beijing to 
search for the successor to Tibet's second highest 
lama, has been detained in Chengdu, according to 
informed sources in China, confirming a report 
yesterday in the Hong Kong based paper the South 
China Morning Post. The news of the detention signals 
a significant escalation in the selection dispute and 
further loss of face for Beijing. 

The abbot is now learnt to have been held 
incommunicado along with his secretary since 17th 
May, three days after the exiled Dalai Lama announced 
that a successor had been found. The abbot and his 
secretary are reportedly under investigation for 
communicating with the Dalai Lama over the choice of 
the successor, and may now have been moved from 
Chengdu, capital of Sichuan province, to Beijing. 

The fact that after 13 days Beijing has still not been 
able to publish any statement from the abbot supporting 
its claim will be taken by Tibetans to mean that Chadrel 
is refusing to co-operate with the Chinese, an 
unexpected act of boldness. In 1987 the Panchen Lama 
was lionised in Lhasa for waiting 12 days before issuing 
a statement criticising pro-independence protests, and 
Chadrel, who could face severe punishment, appears to 
have resisted pressure even longer. 

Since the Dalai Lama's pivotal announcement on 14th 
May most of the leading lamas associated with 
Tashilhunpo monastery, the traditional seat of the 
Panchen Lamas, have been summoned to the Chinese 
capital. The monastery has been closed to visitors, 
according to unconfirmed reports. Party cadres are 
reported to have moved into the monastery where they 
are running re-education sessions in which each of the 
monks are invited to criticise Chadrel Rimpoche, who is 
the abbot of Tashilhunpo. 

The Dalai Lama declared two weeks ago that Gendun 
Choekyi Nyima, a boy from the semi-pastoralist area of 
Lhari in Nagchu prefecture, had been identified as the 
11th Panchen Lama. Two days later the Chinese 

authorities launched a major campaign denouncing the 
Dalai Lama's right to make such a statement, insisting 
that only Beijing can publicly declare the final candidate. 

Beijing’s anger seems to be partly based on the fact 
that Gendun Choekyi Nyima was also the child 

accepted as the reincarnation by the official search 
committee, which was based at Tashilhunpo - implying 
that Chadrel Rimpoche or his colleagues had been 

communicating with the exile Tibetan leader. 

The 6 year old child and his family, along with the two 
other children who were leading candidates, are 


reported by some sources to have been removed by the 
authorities to Beijing, while China decides whether it 
dare appoint one of the other children as an alternative 
Panchen Lama. 

Beijing cannot nominate its own protege without the 
public support of Chadrel, who as head of the Panchen 
Lama's main monastery retains the decisive role in the 
selection process, according to all traditional practices. 

Chadrel Rimpoche was appointed by the Beijing 
Government six years ago to head the official search 
committee ordered to identify the re-incarnation of the 
10th Panchen Lama. 

Until his death in suspicious circumstance in January 
1989 at the age of 51 the Panchen Lama was the 
highest ranking Tibetan in Tibet or China since 1959, 
when the Dalai Lama fled to India. He was an 
indispensable mediator in Beijing's 40 year attempt to 
rule Tibet who in public accepted Chinese rule over 
Tibet but in return demanded significant concessions on 
culture and religion. 

In the last weeks of his life he expressed criticism of 
Chinese policy, and in his final speech, delivered at 
Tashilhunpo monastery only hours before his death, he 
emphasised without explanation an otherwise irrelevant 
remark made by a previous Panchen Lama in 1 904, at a 
time when a British invasion had led the then Dalai 
Lama to flee from Tibet: 

"According to tradition, the major issues relating to 
Tibet concern both the Victorious Father and the Son. 
That is to say, it is necessary for both the Dalai Lama 
and Panchen Erdeni to confer. Since His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama is not in Tibet at this time, I alone cannot 
make a decision," he quoted his predecessor as saying. 

The 10th Panchen Lama said of this remark that his 
predecessor "has thus set a high personal example to 
future generations by his lofty character and by his 
clear understanding of the interests involved". The 
comment appears to have been an instruction for his 
followers, of whom Chadrel was the foremost, to co¬ 
operate with the Dalai Lama. 

The Making of A Hero 

Chadrel Rimpoche has always been regarded as a 
Chinese place-man eager to gain prestige for his 
monastery, which throughout this century has tended to 
side with China against the Dalai Lamas. In June 1993 
Chadrel handed over at least five Tashilhunpo monks to 
the Chinese police because they had been secretly 
reading the autobiography of the Dalai Lama and 
listening to the Tibetan language broadcasts of the US- 
based radio station VOA. 

Reports that monks at Tashilhunpo monastery are 
already being orchestrated by a "work team" - an 
emergency team of Party officials sent to carry out "re¬ 
education" and identify those with incorrect attitudes - 
to criticise their abbot suggest that the lama has now 
been ostracised by the Beijing with unusual speed. 

Tibetans are now likely to regard the abbot, like the last 
Panchen Lama, as a secret nationalist who in the end 
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risked everything to Tibetan traditions and the status of 
the Dalai Lama in Tibet. "Whatever happens, this is the 
end of his career," said one observer in Tibet today. 
"But to Tibetans he is becoming something of a hero," 
they added. 

In theory any communication with the Dalai Lama by 
Chadrel Rimpoche did not transgress public regulations 
laid down in 1989 by Beijing, which said Chadrel could 
follow traditional methods for discovering the child, as 
long as the child was found inside "China's territory" 
and the Central Government was allowed final approval. 
Historically the decision on identifying the Panchen 
Lama has required the say of the Dalai Lama, and the 
two are described even in imperial Chinese texts as 
"related as closely to each other as father and son". 

But Beijing appears to be angry with Chadrel because it 
thinks he colluded with the Dalai Lama in announcing 
the decision before Beijing was able to do so. 

The ferocity of Chinese anger at the Dalai Lamas' pre¬ 
emptive announcement has taken observers by surprise, 
but much of Beijing's claim to rule Tibet rests on its 
right to appoint the Dalai Lama and the Panchen Lama. 
China had no involvement in the selection of the 13th 
Dalai Lama, and its claim to have had a hand in the 
selection of the current, 14th, Dalai Lama was 
rubbished by Ngawang Ngapo Jigme, then the 
seniormost Tibetan official in China, in a newspaper 
article in China in 1991. Beijing believes it has to show 
precedence in the appointment process to support its 
territorial claim. 

Call for Lottery 

Chinese propaganda in the last 14 days has depended 
on the 1792 agreement signed between Tibet and the 
Chinese Emperor Qianlong, which Beijing argues shows 
that the two Lamas were to be selected by the 
Emperor, with the name being drawn in a lottery by an 
Imperial Commissioner. The 1792 text refers to a 
lottery system, but is in fact ambiguous or silent about 
the role of the Emperor and the Commissioner in the 
process. 

The Chinese are now calling for the lottery system to be 
used to select the current Panchen Lama, but 
traditionally it seems to have been resorted to in cases 
where the Dalai Lama had not reached a clear 
conclusion through other methods. 

In Lhasa last week all leading figures in the Tibetan 
government and the religious hierarchy were required to 
take part in meetings denouncing the Dalai Lama's 
statement, and an emergency 3 day session of the 
Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference 
issued a statement on 24th May describing the exile 
leader's statement as "illegal and invalid". 

Similar denunciation meetings are now expected to be 
staged in each work unit and at the county level. 
Almost all statements from Beijing and Lhasa have so 
far avoided criticising the identification of Gendun 
Choekyi Nyima as the new Panchen Lama. 

Tibetans in Lhasa are reported to be saying in private 
that they will never genuinely accept a candidate other 


than the one approved by the Dalai Lama, according to 
tourists arriving from the capital. Publication of the 
news that Chadrel Rimpoche has been detained will 
make any subsequent pro-Chinese statement by the 
abbot open to ridicule, and may force the Chinese to 
seek other senior lamas who will endorse their choice. 

Leading Businessman Detained 

TIN News Update /II June, 1995 revised 

A Tibetan businessman has been detained by Chinese 
police, apparently on suspicion of communicating with 
the exile Dalai Lama about the disputed reincarnation of 
Tibet's second highest lama, according to unofficial 
sources in Tibet and Nepal. 

Gyara Tsering Samdrup was a business manager 
working for the abbot of Tashilhunpo monastery, the 
traditional seat of the Panchen Lamas, Tibet's second 
highest religious figure. The abbot, Chadrel Rimpoche, 
was detained along with his assistant Champa Chung-la 
[Chinese: Jing-la] on 17th May, three days after the 
Dalai Lama announced that a 6 year old child in 
northern Tibet had been identified as the 11th Panchen 
Lama. 

Chadrel Rimpoche was in charge of the official Chinese- 
appointed search party for the child reincarnation, but is 
apparently suspected by Beijing of having secretly sent 
information about the discovery of the child to the Dalai 
Lama in India. 

Mr Samdrup, vice-president of the Tibet Ganggyen 
Development Corporation, a trading group established 
by the former Panchen Lama 8 years ago, was arrested 
on about 1st June in Tingri, southern Tibet, near the 
town of Dram (known in Chinese as Zhangmu) on the 
Tibet-Nepal border, the sources said. 

The Chinese authorities in Beijing have launched a major 
campaign declaring the Dalai Lama's "illegal and invalid" 
announcement to be "an obvious attempt to undertake 
splittist activity". Beijing itself had been planning to 
announce the discovery of the child, in order to back up 
its disputed claim to be the historic rulers of Tibet and 
the final arbiters of the selection of Tibet's traditional 
leaders. The child is now reported to have been taken to 
Beijing. 

As a senior businessman and a close associate of 
Chadrel Rimpoche, Gyara Tsering Samdrup travelled 
constantly between Beijing, Lhasa, Shigatse, and the 
Nepalese border, and had frequent meetings with 
foreigners, mainly in the carpet business. This would 
have made him a prime suspect for Chinese police 
looking for evidence of how the abbot might have sent 
messages to India. 

Mr Samdrup, aged about 40, runs the Gangyen office in 
Dram and was on his way to a business meeting with 
wool merchants from Nepal when he was detained. The 
Ganggyen Corporation trades in wool and other 
products, runs a carpet factory in Shigatse and also 
owns a hotel in Dram. 

He worked with a group of Tibetans brought from 
Eastern Tibet to the Tibet Autonomous Region in 1987 
by the late Panchen Lama to assist in the establishment 
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of the Ganggyen Corporation, in a pioneer effort by the 
Lama to spearhead Tibetan involvement in trade and 
local industry. Most of the Eastern Tibetans left the 
company after the last Panchen Lama died in 1989, but 
Mr Samdrup, who had been involved in setting uo highly 
profitable transactions selling wool in return for foreign 
currency to Nepal and importing vehicles from China for 
sale in Tibet, was from Shigatse and stayed on as vice- 
President. 

Chadrel Rimpoche, acting abbot of Tashilhunpo, is the 
President of the Ganggyen Corporation - the name 
means "ornament to the land of snow" - but took no 
active part in its operations. 

The Chinese authorities issued a statement last week 
through the State Nationalities and Religious Affairs 
Commission in Beijing denying that Chadrel Rimpoche 
had been arrested, but the statement did not comment 
on reports that he and Champa Chung-la had been 
detained and were being held under house arrest. The 
Chinese authorities use the word "arrested" only to 
describe cases where formal charges have been brought 
against a suspect, a procedure that usually takes place 
three months after detention, if at all. 

Mr Samdrup is highly regarded by businessmen who 
traded with him. A western businessman described him 
as calm and patient, while a Tibetan acquaintance 
described him as "a man like gold", a term meaning that 
he was sincere and reliable. Samdrup is said by his 
business contacts never to have discussed political 
questions, but in 1993 the younger brother of one of 
his colleagues in the Ganggyen corporation was 
detained in Amdo after making an unauthorised journey 
to India, where the Dalai Lama and 130,000 other 
Tibetans have set up an exile administration. 

Paljor Tsering (the name is also pronounced as Huajor 
Tsering) was a former student at the Qinghai 
Nationalities Institute and a government official in 
Chabcha, but was detained in July 1993 in connection 
with dissident leaflets that were distributed in the 
Chabcha area. His current whereabouts are unknown. 

The arrest of two of the leading figures in the Ganggyen 
Corporation will ring alarm bells throughout the Tibetan 
business community and could signal a slow-down in 
Chinese tolerance of sophisticated commercial activity - 
together with foreign travel and connections - amongst 
Tibetans. Samdrup's detention, apparently related to his 
contact with foreigners, will be read by Tibetans as a 
signal that in future such activity could invite police 
scrutiny. 

That this shift in policy should stem from a dispute over 
the 11th Panchen Lama is ironic, since the 10th 
Panchen Lama, founder of both the Ganggyen 
Corporation and of its equivalent in the non-commercial 
sector, the Tibet Development Fund, had dedicated his 
last years in part to encouraging the Chinese authorities 
to allow Tibetans to take over trade and commerce in 
the region. 

Foreign trade in the Tibet Autonomous Region shot up 
by 250% in 1994 compared to the previous year, 
according to Chinese claims, which say that two-way 
trade reached an astonishing US $350 million, ten times 


the figure for 1990; some official publications put the 
figure at US $367 million. Few of the public documents 
mention that 95% of that trade was imports - exports 
from the region showed zero increase on the previous 
year at US$20 million, and much of that was wool or 
carpets produced by Samdrup's company. 

Shigatse Tension 

Tension has increased in Shigatse, Tibet's second city, 
which is dominated by the monastery of Tashilhunpo, 
since 18th May, when the Chinese launched their 
campaign to denounce the Dalai Lama's declaration 
about the new Panchen Lama. 

Tourists travelling through Shigatse report a sharp 
increase in troop activity, particularly at night. In one 
case last week, at 7.30pm on 1st June, at least six 
trucks drove slowly through the city in the direction of 
the monastery, each full of between 20 and 30 soldiers 
wearing riot helmets with visors and carrying automatic 
weapons, according to one group of tourists 
interviewed in Kathmandu. Since 1990 the Chinese 
authorities have kept armed troops off the streets in the 
main Tibetan towns except in emergencies, and reports 
of armed patrols are rare. 

Untoward military activity was also reported in Lhasa 
on the same day by the tour group, who reported seeing 
a squad of 1 5 soldiers all carrying shoulder-held rocket- 
launchers, apparently on foot patrol on the western 
outskirts of the city. The exile Tibetan Government 
says that discussion of the issue and unauthorised 
assemblies of groups have been banned in some areas. 

The troop movements in Shigatse began shortly after 
the dispute over the Panchen Lama, and appear to be 
part of a co-ordinated attempt to put pressure on monks 
within Tashilhunpo monastery so they will criticise 
Chadrel Rimpoche and the Dalai Lama. 

The campaign against the Dalai Lama's selection of the 
reincarnation has involved all Tibetans in denunciation 
meetings and Tibetans are now showing signs of 
resistance. Posters are said to be appearing on town 
walls opposing the Chinese campaign, and copies of 
two posters which have reached London this week say 
that Tibetans will not accept interference by the 
Chinese in the selection of the Panchen Lama. 

"It is only the leader of the Tibetans and the World 
Peace Maker, the Dalai Lama, who can recognise the re¬ 
incarnation of the 10th Panchen Lama," says one of the 
posters, issued on 21st May. "No-one will accept 
political pressure from those devils who regard religion 
as a poisonous weed and who consider lamas and 
monks as wolves", say the writers, who sign 
themselves as "the representatives of the Tibetan 
people". Another, written on 19th May, rejects Beijing's 
claims that a lottery system should be used for the 
selection: "It clearly shows that Chinese tell lies to the 
whole world about Tibetan history. It makes all the 
Tibetans burn with anger", says the poster. 

Former political prisoners are also being placed under 
stricter surveillance, and the leading dissident in Tibet, 
the former abbot and philosopher Yulu Dawa Tsering, 
has now been instructed to report to the police every 
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second day, according to reports circulating in Lhasa. 
Yulu Dawa Tsering, who was conditionally released on 
4th November last year, is expected to tell the police 
everything he has done in the previous two days. "The 
only things that I would be able to tell you after two 
days would be "How are you?" and "Goodbye"," he is 
supposed to have told police. 

Police are also reported to have withdrawn his identity 
card, which would mean that he cannot travel outside 
the city. Yulu Dawa Tsering gave an on-the-record 
statement to a UN official who visited Lhasa in late 
November, in which he openly criticised Chinese policy 
towards political prisoners. The statement was 
published by the UN in February this year. 

Troops enter Tashilhunpo, Shigatse Closed to 
Tourists 

TIN News Update / 1 8 July, 1 995 revised 

Tibet's second city has been sealed off from the outside 
world and foreign tourists expelled en masse, in what 
appears to have been a rushed attempt by the 
authorities to stop foreigners witnessing a threatened 
protest in the city, according to tourists arriving in 
Nepal. 

Troops are reported to have been patrolling the streets 
after riot police interrupted a major religious ceremony 
at Tashilhunpo monastery in Shigatse, 260 km from 
Lhasa, on Wednesday 12th July, according to tourists. 
The foreigners say they heard that over two hundred 
monks were threatening to stage a demonstration 
against the Chinese Government's forceful intervention 
in the selection of the new Panchen Lama, the second 
most important religious figure in Tibet. 

Monks at Tashilhunpo, the traditional seat of the 
Panchen Lama, were demanding that the child they 
have selected as the new Panchen Lama be allowed to 
live in his monastery, and that the authorities free the 
abbot of Tashilhunpo, who has been detained since 
May, according to unconfirmed reports. 30 monks are 
reported to have been arrested, according to 
unconfirmed reports from exile sources today 

The new Panchen Lama, the eleventh in his line, is a six 
year old child who was identified in May by Tibet's exile 
leader, the Dalai Lama. The Chinese authorities have 
withheld recognition of the child, and are widely 
believed to be holding the boy and his family in Beijing. 

The abbot of Tashilhunpo, Chadrel Rinpoche, together 
with his business manager, Gyara Tsering Samdrub, and 
his assistant Champa Chung, a 50 year old monk also 
known as Chung-lag or Jing-la, were detained by the 
authorities two months ago, reportedly on suspicion of 
sending information about the child to the Dalai Lama in 
exile. 

In a major campaign across Tibet and China, monks and 
lamas have been made by the authorities to give public 
statements denouncing the Dalai Lama's participation in 
the succession process, but the incident in Shigatse last 
week indicates resistance from the Panchen Lama's 
closest followers. The reports have special significance 
since Tashilhunpo monks are usually considered to have 
been broadly supportive of Chinese rule. 


Tourists Man-handled Out of Monastery 

Dissent among the Tashilhunpo monks reportedly 
emerged on Wednesday 12th July, shortly after top 
Tibetan regional government officials travelled to 
Shigatse to hold a high-level meeting with senior lamas 
there. 

The day was to have seen the celebration of a major 
Buddhist festival, Dzamling Chizang or "Universal 
Offering Day", when monks were due to unravel a giant 
scroll painting at the monastery. 

At about 9.30am some 30 tourists who had been 
allowed to wait inside the monastery compound for the 
ceremony to begin were evicted from the area by 
officials. "We were in the forecourt of the monastery 
waiting for the big painting to be unrolled when 
suddenly we were turned around and pushed out into 
the street again," said Mrs Lolo Houbein, who was on a 
group tour from Kathmandu. 

"The people in front of me were taken by the arm and 
Man-handled out of the door," said Mrs Houbein, a 
retired teacher from Southern Australia. 

Three trucks with an estimated 70-90 policemen 
carrying riot gear arrived at the monastery just as the 
tourists were being evicted, according to tourists. The 
foreigners were escorted to their hotels and were later 
prevented by soldiers at roadside checkpoints from re¬ 
entering the centre of the town, where streets were 
cordoned off. "Tourists were told to go back to the 
hotel for their own safety," said Mrs Houbein, who is in 
her 60s. 

Tibetans, including thousands who had come from the 
countryside to celebrate the three day festival, were 
stopped from performing the "korwa", the ritual of 
walking around the outside of the monastery, a 
ceremony which is considered particularly auspicious on 
Dzamling Chisang. The circumambulation path winds 
through hills overlooking Tashilhunpo and provides a 
clear view into the walled courtyards of the monastery. 

In the early hours of Thursday 13th July tourists in 
Shigatse were informed that they had to leave the city 
immediately. "We left early in the morning," said Mrs 
Houbein. "All the hotels were contacted and we saw 
other buses going south as well as individual travellers 
on the road hitching lifts out of the town. It was quite 
an exodus." 

Mrs Houbein, whose group was the first to complete 
the 500 km journey from Shigatse to Nepal after the 
expulsion, says that her group were told unofficially 
that martial law had been imposed. 

"When we were told to leave there was a mixture of 
relief and disgust," said Mrs Houbein of her fellow 
tourists. "Everybody realised that this was a situation 
which was part of the country's history, and that we 
just had to go." 

"I will not go back again," she added. 
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Tibetan exiles in India tonight said that conditions in 
Shigatse had been growing tense since May, and that 
citizens had recently been warned not to discuss the 
succession dispute. 

The intensifying crisis over the Panchen Lama comes as 
the Chinese authorities tighten security in preparation 
for the 30th anniversary of the naming of the area as 
the "Tibet Autonomous Region" in 1965. Hotels in 
Lhasa and flights to Tibet are already block-booked by 
the state to accommodate the hundreds of officials 
being flown into Tibet from China for the September 
celebrations, and few tourists are expected to gain 
entry to the region next month. 

28,000 tourists visited the Tibet Autonomous Region 
last year, and officials have been planning to quadruple 
that figure by the end of this decade. But in the last six 
months almost all of the Tibet Autonomous Region, 
apart from Lhasa, Shigatse and their connecting roads, 
has been closed off to visitors except those in groups or 
with special permits. 

Abrupt expulsions are virtually unheard of for group 
tourists. The incident last week is the first known 
expulsion of group tourists since March 1989, when 
martial law was declared in Lhasa following three days 
of unrest. It was lifted after 13 months. 

48 Arrests Reported in Reincarnation Dispute 

TIN News Update /14 September, 1995 

Arrests relating to China's 4 month campaign in Tibet 
against the Dalai Lama over a 6 year old child 
recognised by him as a reincarnation now total 48, 
according to unofficial reports from within Tibet. 

The arrests include at least two senior lamas together 
with 35 other monks who are accused of supporting 
the child recognised in May by the exile Dalai Lama as 
the reincarnation of the Panchen Lama, Tibet's second 
most influential leader. 11 lay people are also believed 
to have been detained, several of them on suspicion of 
helping a senior lama send messages about the child to 
the Dalai Lama in India. 

Meanwhile the whereabouts of the 6-year old boy 
recognised by the exile Tibetan leader remain unknown, 
with the Chinese authorities insisting in a statement on 
21st August that the boy is not in detention, adding 
that he remains in Tibet. But unofficial sources insist 
the child is still being held in Beijing, where a Western 
diplomat said last month that he had been informed by 
officials that the child was "under protection". 

The crack-down has focussed on the Panchen Lama's 
traditional seat, Tashilhunpo monastery in Shigatse, 
where a single police raid led to a reported 32 arrests 
on the night of 12/1 3th July. The raid took place after a 
large number of the monks expressed dissent during a 
meeting the previous day. 

Tension is still high in Shigatse, Tibet's second city, 
where a western tourist group reported on 30th August 
that they had been told they were not allowed to leave 
their hotel without their guide. 


The abbot of Tashilhunpo, Chadrel Rinpoche, and his 
secretary, the monk Champa Chung, had already been 
arrested in May, and three more monks, whose names 
are not known, are reported by one source to have been 
arrested from Tashilhunpo on 22nd July. 

China has not admitted to any arrests, but officials 
announced on 21st August that Chadrel Rimpoche, who 
was in charge of the official search party for the 
reincarnation, had been "in hospital" since May with an 
unspecified illness. 

Over a hundred monks had disrupted the formal 
denunciation meeting in the monastery in the afternoon 
of 11th July, when the top Tibetan leaders of the Tibet 
Autonomous Region (TAR), Gyaltsen Norbu and Raidi, 
listened to a 15 page report being read out to the 
monks condemning their abbot for his links with the 
Dalai Lama. 

The monks hissed or spat during the denunciation 
meeting, although they had earlier been instructed not 
to move their heads or to interrupt the session, which 
was filmed by a 7-man video crew. "It made these 
leaders feel more embarrassed than they have ever 
been before and they didn’t know what to do," said one 
informed source, "So the meeting was broken off and 
all the monks began to shout "Long Live Chadrel 
Rinpoche"." Some stones and handfuls of earth are also 
said to have been thrown at the dignitaries' cars as they 
left, and there were calls for a boycott of the ceremony 
due the next day. 

Three trucks carrying about 60 armed police were 
called to the scene after the monks began to express 
discontent, but Raidi, executive deputy secretary of the 
TAR and the seniormost Tibetan official in the region, is 
said to have ordered them not to carry out arrests while 
the officials were present. 

The next morning the monks went on to boycott a 
major religions ceremony, when a giant thangka or 
scroll painting of the Buddha was to be unravelled for a 
public viewing. Only 11 of the 70 monks needed to 
unroll the thangka turned up, and the event had to be 
cancelled. 

As the boycott materialised security forces were moved 
in to the monastery, tourists were ordered to leave the 
area and the monastery was sealed off. Monks are 
reported to have shouted to Tibetans outside the 
monastery, appealing to them to fight their way into the 
courtyard, and five women who tried to do so are said 
by several sources to have been arrested. The names of 
the women are not known. 

About a hundred monks are said to have gathered in the 
courtyard at about 5.30 that afternoon and shouted 
slogans for about an hour at police and officials, 
expressing support for the Dalai Lama's candidate for 
the reincarnation. They also called for the release of 
Chadrel Rimpoche and for the end of the cordon around 
the monastery. 

At about midnight on 12th July three trucks drove into 
the monastery carrying about 70 police, who reportedly 
climbed through windows in order to detain up to 32 of 
the monks. 
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Detainees included Gyaltrul Rimpoche, a distinguished 
lama and member of the monastery's management 
committee, and Shepa Kalsang, sometimes called 
Thubten Kalsang, a former secretary of the Panchen 
Lama. Two other senior monks, also aged over 50, 
Lhakpa Tsering and Ringkar Ngawang, were among 
those detained. 

The names of 20 other detainees are known, all junior 
monks from Tashilhunpo aged under 30 years. The 24 
monks, together with up to eight others whose names 
are not known, were taken to a prison in Shigatse 
where attempts were made to force confessions or self- 
criticisms from them. 

"The monks who won't accept that they committed 
any errors are badly beaten in the prison and they are 
forced to admit that they did something wrong," said a 
source. The detainees are accused of supporting the 
Dalai Lama in the succession dispute and of boycotting 
the religious ceremony of Dzamling Chizang on 12th 
July. They were also condemned for arguing with police 
and officials in the monastery, apparently a reference to 
the courtyard protest in the afternoon of 12th July. 

"The old monks suffered a great deal in the Cultural 
Revolution and in the Democratic Reform movement 
and got released, but now they are facing a similar 
situation and they're really terrified", according to one 
source, who described the younger protesters as brave. 
"We should be proud of them," he said. 

Shortly after the police raid one of the detained monks, 
Dorje Gyaltsen, was hospitalised with suspected 
internal haemorrhaging after he began coughing up 
blood in the prison. His present condition is unknown. 

Police also detained three lay people in May and June - 
Samdrup, Gonpo and Topgyal, all officials from the 
Tibet Gang-gyan Corporation, which was founded by 
the Panchen Lama and is linked to Tashilhunpo. The 
three were accused of helping Chadrel Rimpoche send 
letters about the child candidates to the Dalai Lama in 
exile. Gonpo, Tashilhunpo's representative at Gang- 
gyan's office in Lhasa, was arrested on 10th June, but 
both he and Topgyal, head of the Lhasa business office, 
were released in late August. Samdrup is still reported 
to be in detention. 

Samdrup, head of Gang-gyan's Dram (Chinese: 
Zhangmu) office, is from Shigatse. He is now known to 
have been arrested on 30th May at the police 
checkpost in Tingri and accused of carrying letters to 
the Dalai Lama. An earlier TIN report which stated that 
Samdrup was the same person as Gyara Tsering 
Samdrup, from Amdo, deputy head of the Gang-gyan 
Corporation, was incorrect. 

In Lhasa on 12th July a western tourist reported seeing 
eight to ten police, mostly in plain clothes, arresting 
two Tibetans just after they began a demonstration 
which reportedly was in support of the Shigatse monks. 

A lay woman, known as Sil-zhi, not Tra Sil as earlier 
reported by TIN, aged about 55, was arrested on or 
around 12th August from the Tsomonling area of Lhasa, 


and is reported by one source to have been detained 
because of her connections with Chadrel Rimpoche. 

List of 48 Tibetans Detained 

in connection with the Panchen Lama Reincarnation 

Dispute, May-August 1995 

TIN News Update/14 September, 1995: Appendix 

Total reported arrests: 48 

Names of 30 are known. Two of these are reported 
have been released. List is in approximate order of 
arrest. 

Chadrel Rinpoche, also named Champa Trinley, lama, abbot 
of Tashilhunpo, former head of monastery's management 
committee, aged 55; detained about 17th May, Chengdu 

- Champa Chung, also named Chung-la or Champa, monk at 
Tashilhunpo, assistant to Chadrel Rimpoche, age about 50: 
detained about 17th May, Chengdu; in custody in Shigatse 
from late June 

- Samdrup, from Shigatse, aged 30-40, businessman, manger 
of the Dram (Chinese: Zhangmu) office of the Tibet Gang-gyan 
Corporation, detained 30th May at Tingri, southern Tibet 

- Gonpo, businessman, representative of Tashilhunpo at the 
Tibet Gang-gyan Corporation's Lhasa Business Office, 
detained on 10th June, released late August 

- Topgyal, businessman, manager of the Tibet Gang-gyan 
Corporation's Lhasa Business Office, detained in June, 
released late August 

- Gyaltrul Rinpoche, also named Champa Tenzin, Tashilhunpo 
lama, former member of Monastery's management 
Committee, aged over 50, detained on the night of 12/13th 
July from Tashilhunpo 

- Shepa Kalsang, also named Thubten Kalsang, senior monk 
at Tashilhunpo monastery in Shigatse, former secretary or 
"so-pon" to the 10th Panchen Lama, age over 50; detained on 
the night of 1 2/1 3th July from Tashilhunpo 

- Lhakpa Tsering, senior monk at Tashilhunpo monastery in 
Shigatse, age over 50; detained on the night of 12/1 3th July 
from Tashilhunpo 

- Ringkar Ngawang, senior monk at Tashilhunpo monastery in 
Shigatse, age over 50; detained on the night of 12/1 3th July 
from Tashilhunpo 

- Ngodrup, known as Cham-pon ["Dance-master"] Ngodrup, 
because he is in charge of the monastic dance rituals, monk at 
Tashilhunpo monastery in Shigatse, age under 30; detained on 
the night of 12/1 3th July from Tashilhunpo 

- Tenzin, monk at Tashilhunpo monastery in Shigatse, age 

under 30; detained on the night of 12/13th July from 

Tashilhunpo 

- Tendor, monk at Tashilhunpo monastery in Shigatse, age 

under 30; detained on the night of 12/13th July from 

Tashilhunpo 

- Sherab, monk at Tashilhunpo monastery in Shigatse, age 

under 30; detained on the night of 12/13th July from 

Tashilhunpo 

- Tashi Dondrup, monk at Tashilhunpo monastery in Shigatse, 
age under 30; detained on the night of 12/13th July from 
Tashilhunpo 

- Tsering Phuntsog, monk at Tashilhunpo monastery in 

Shigatse, age under 30; detained on the night of 12/1 3th July 
from Tashilhunpo 

- Chungdag, monk at Tashilhunpo monastery in Shigatse, age 

under 30; detained on the night of 12/13th July from 

Tashilhunpo 

- Pema, monk at Tashilhunpo monastery in Shigatse, age 

under 30; detained on the night of 12/13th July from 

Tashilhunpo 

- Penba Tsering, monk at Tashilhunpo monastery in Shigatse, 
age under 30; detained on the night of 12/13th July from 
Tashilhunpo 

- Buchung, monk at Tashilhunpo monastery in Shigatse, age 

under 30; detained on the night of 12/13th July from 

Tashilhunpo 
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- Sonam Phuntsog, known as Soephun, monk at Tashilhunpo 
monastery in Shigatse, age under 30; detained on the night of 
12/13th July from Tashilhunpo 

- Tenzin, known as Ngag-khang Tenzin, because he is in 
charge of the Ngag-khang or Tantric Temple, monk at 
Tashilhunpo monastery in Shigatse, age under 30; detained on 
the night of 12/13th July from Tashilhunpo 

- Gendun, known as Amdo Gendun, because he comes from 
Amdo in North-Eastern Tibet, monk at Tashilhunpo monastery 
in Shigatse, age under 30; detained on the night of 1 2/1 3th 
July from Tashilhunpo 

- Lobsang Tseten, monk at Tashilhunpo monastery in 
Shigatse, age under 30; detained on the night of 12/1 3th July 
from Tashilhunpo 

- Wangchug, monk at Tashilhunpo monastery in Shigatse, age 
under 30; detained on the night of 12/13th July from 
Tashilhunpo 

- Dorje Gyaltsen, from Shigatse, monk at Tashilhunpo 
monastery in Shigatse, age under 30; detained on the night of 
12/13th July from Tashilhunpo; reported to have been 
hospitalised due to severe beatings during or after arrest 

- Pema Dorje; monk at Tashilhunpo monastery in Shigatse, 
age under 30; detained on the night of 12/13th July from 
Tashilhunpo 

- Lhakpa Tsering (not to be confused with the older monk of 
the same name), monk at Tashilhunpo monastery in Shigatse, 
age under 30; detained on the night of 12/13th July from 
Tashilhunpo 

- Lobsang Dawa, monk at Tashilhunpo monastery in Shigatse, 
age under 30; detained on the night of 12/13th July from 
Tashilhunpo 

- Tsering Gonpo, monk at Tashilhunpo monastery in Shigatse, 
age under 30; detained on the night of 12/13th July from 
Tashilhunpo 

- Tra-sil, a lay woman from Lhasa, aged about 55, detained in 
Tsomonling area of Lhasa, on or around 12th August 

Names not known: 

8 monks from Tashilhunpo are believed to have been detained 
during the police raid on the night of 12/1 3th July 

5 lay women are believed to have been detained in or just 
outside Tashilhunpo during the day on 1 2th July 

2 monks were detained during a demonstration in the Barkor, 
Lhasa, on 1 2th July, reportedly related to Shigatse events 

3 monks from Tashilhunpo are believed to have been detained 
on 22nd July. 

Signs of Leadership Split over Reincarnation 

TIN News Update / 21 September, 1995 

A Chinese attack on the Dalai Lama this week has 
indicated a split amongst China's own supporters, 
providing a rare glimpse of dissent amongst high level 
Tibetans over Chinese policy in the Himalayan region. 

The signs of disagreement have emerged as China 
stepped up its four month campaign against the Dalai 
Lama for recognising a Tibetan child in May this year as 
the reincarnation of the Panchen Lama, the most senior 
leader in Tibet after the Dalai Lama fled to India in 
1959. The issue is of crucial importance for Beijing 
because its claim to rule Tibet rests largely on the 
argument that previous Chinese governments appointed 
senior Lamas to their posts. 

This week the Chinese issued two lengthy statements 
in Beijing Review, an official English language weekly, 
citing historical evidence to prove that only Beijing has 
the right to appoint reincarnated Lamas. The Chinese 
argument depends on abstruse details including the 
claims that its envoy sat on more cushions than other 


diplomats at the enthronement of the present Dalai 
Lama, and that the Chinese envoy faced south while 
the British envoy faced west. An editorial comment 
declared that such evidence had already "touched a 
sore spot of the Dalai Lama". 

At the core of the debate is Beijing's claim that in 
February 1940 the Chinese Government, then in the 
hands of the Nationalists, presided over the selection 
and enthronement of the present Dalai Lama. But this 
claim was publicly discounted six years ago by Ngapo 
Ngawang Jigme, the most senior Tibetan leader within 
China, who is now conspicuously silent on the matter. 

Ngapo, who signed the 1951 surrender document on 
behalf of Tibet and later became head of the Tibet 
Government and Deputy Commander of the Tibet 
Military Region, gave a speech in 1989 in which he 
refuted the Chinese claim at length. "As a historical 
account this is totally inaccurate, and it is anyway 
impossible that an event of this kind could have 
occurred. At that time there was a relationship with the 
Guomindang [the Chinese Nationalists] but the claim 
that the Guomindang was requested to come to 
[preside over] the enthronement is untrue," says Ngapo, 
a view which he later published in a Chinese 
newspaper. 

Beijing's second statement this week rests on the claim 
that the Tibetans in 1940 had to ask for permission 
from the Chinese Government to dispense with an 
arcane lottery process known as "Shaking the Golden 
Urn", which China now insists must be used to select 
the new Panchen Lama. 

Ngapo says that in 1985 he was given permission to 
consult the Chinese state archives in Nanjing, and that 
documents there confirmed his views. "We were there 
and there was no question of using the golden urn - we 
all know that. There is no question of the Guomindang 
representative being sent for to attend the 
enthronement or that he gave permission to install the 
14th Dalai Lama without using the golden urn," Ngapo 
told top-ranking Tibetan officials and scholars at a 
conference at the China Tibetology Centre in Beijing in 
1989, according to a tape recording of the speech. 

At one point during the speech other Tibetan leaders 
can be heard agreeing with Ngapo. "I told the Chinese I 
could never change my words no matter what way they 
find to say it. The decision is to be made by them, the 
ones who have the authority. There is no way that I can 
change," said Ngapo, who remains the only Tibetan 
besides the Panchen Lama to have had the status of a 
national leader in China. 

The Chinese case, reiterated last week, relies partly on 
a 1940 report submitted by the Regent of Tibet to the 
Chinese about the selection process, but in his 1989 
speech Ngapo described the report as merely a "scruffy 
note" written for distribution at a meeting of Tibetan 
officials. 

One of last week's statements from Beijing included a 
pointed reference to Ngapo, quoting a 1991 press 
conference at which he endorsed Beijing's insistence 
that the selection of the senior lamas should be done by 
the Golden Urn lottery system. 
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Since May, however, although the Chinese press has 
quoted statements by almost all Tibetan leaders in the 
Tibet Autonomous Region in support of its campaign 
against the Dalai Lama's choice of a reincarnation, 
Ngapo has not been cited on the issue, except for his 
remark made four years ago. He is rumoured to have 
argued that the issue is a religious matter in which he 
has no role to play. 

There are reports, so far unconfirmed, that at the Third 
Forum, an internal policy conference last year, the 
Chinese leadership instructed officials to curtail Ngapo's 
influence among Tibetans, although there have not yet 
been evident signs of this. Ngapo resigned in April 1 993 
from his post as a vice-Chairman of China's parliament, 
but this could have been purely for age reasons. One of 
Ngapo's sons was removed from his position as head of 
tourism in Lhasa in 1993, and another defected to the 
US in 1985, where he works as policy analyst for a pro- 
Tibet organisation. 

The former Tibetan aristocrat may have become more 
critical of Chinese policy now that Beijing appears to be 
encouraging the further flow of Chinese cadres and 
migrants into Tibet and the replacement of Tibetan 
cadres by Chinese, a policy which Ngapo had helped 
persuade former party Chairman Hu Yao Bang to 
reverse in 1980. Many Tibetans who make no demands 
for Tibet's political distinctiveness from China consider 
that China is bound by its commitment to respect the 
cultural distinctiveness of Tibetan culture and identity, a 
commitment that was won from Beijing in the early 
1980s by the Panchen Lama, with backing from Ngapo. 

Leaders Silent 

Several other influential Tibetan leaders have also 
remained silent on the question of who has right to 
identify the reincarnation of the Panchen Lama. The 
religious base of the Panchen Lamas stretched way 
beyond the borders of central Tibet, the area ruled 
directly by Lhasa which is now called the Tibet 
Autonomous Region. It was particularly strong in Amdo, 
the former north-eastern area of Tibet, where some 
leaders have an influential role in the dispute but have 
not yet given public support to the Chinese claim. 

Neither has any statement been published from Chadrel 
Rimpoche, who, as head of the Panchen Lama's 
monastery in Shigatse, was the leader of the Beijing- 
approved search party for the Panchen Lama's 
reincarnation. He is believed to be still in detention, 
probably under some form of house arrest, in Chengdu 
or Beijing, as a result of Chinese suspicions that he 
communicated with the exile Dalai Lama concerning the 
reincarnation issue. 

A senior Party official told journalists in Beijing on 21 
August that Chadrel Rimpoche, was "in hospital" and 
that he had been "ill" since May. The official, a deputy 
director of the United Front, the arm of the Party 
charged with controlling non-Party groupings including 
Tibetan leaders, asked not to be named. "I can't say 
where he is but he is in good shape and his health 
conditions are getting better", he told Beijing journalists 
after repeated questioning. He was unable to say what 
illness Chadrel Rimpoche was supposed to have been 


suffering from and declined to say where the hospital 
was. 

The announcement is the first admission by the Chinese 
authorities that the lama is under some form of 
restriction. Last month Chen Jian, a Foreign Ministry 
Spokesman, denied that the abbot was detained "or 
anything like that". Western diplomats have been told 
by officials that the abbot "has completed his 
education", a phrase which could be taken to mean that 
his interrogation has been completed. The officials 
insisted that Chadrel Rimpoche would be continuing his 
work in the official Search Committee for the 
reincarnation of the Panchen Lama. 

Both United Front and Foreign Ministry officials refused 
to give information concerning the whereabouts of the 
child identified by the Dalai Lama as the reincarnation, 
and denied that the boy had left Tibet or that he was 
under house arrest. The child has been missing since 
May. Informed sources say the boy is in Beijing, and a 
western diplomat said last month that he had been told 
by officials that the child was "under protection". 

None of the Tibetans leaders has direct power within 
the Chinese system, but they carry great influence with 
Tibetans and their silence is in effect a repudiation for 
Beijing, which always claims unanimous support for its 
policies. 

New Leaders Installed 

TIN News Update/23 October, 1995 

Hardline leaders have been appointed to run 
Tashilhunpo, one of Tibet's most powerful monasteries, 
replacing moderate figures who have been either 
arrested or deposed by the Chinese authorities in a 
purge designed to wipe out support for the Dalai Lama 
and to regain Chinese control of the selection of the 
Panchen Lama, Tibet's second most senior monk. 

The new leaders of the monastery include a monk who 
last ruled the monastery during the Cultural Revolution 
as well as a hardliner committed to a crackdown on 
anti-Chinese dissent. Both are under the leadership of 
Sengchen Lobsang Gyaltsen, a long-time opponent of 
the previous Panchen Lama, who died in 1989. 

Two lamas who are regarded as sympathetic to the 
deposed abbot have been retained on the management 
committee, apparently because the authorities need 
them to give some credibility to religious rituals which 
are planned by the Chinese authorities to endorse their 
choice of the Panchen Lama's reincarnation. 

The Panchen Lama, who died at Tashilhunpo in 1989, 
was the highest ranking lama to have remained in Tibet 
after the Dalai Lama and others fled to India in 1959 
and was the only one of two Tibetans to be promoted 
by the Chinese to the level of a national leader. A 
dispute over the identification of his successor has 
already led to demonstrations, 48 reported arrests, and 
a major vilification campaign by the Chinese authorities. 

On 14th July the local Religious Affairs Bureau in 
Shigatse, Tibet's second city, issued an order 
appointing eight Tibetans to the leading positions on the 
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Democratic Management Committee at Tashilhunpo, 
the traditional seat of the Panchen Lama. 

At the 14th July meeting the acting abbot of 
Tashilhunpo, Chadrel Rimpoche, was formally removed 
from his position as head of the committee and replaced 
by a monk regarded as a pro-Chinese hardliner. The 
abbot was also deposed from his crucial position as 
head of the Search Committee for the Panchen Lama's 
reincarnation, and from his membership of the National 
Political Consultative Conference. 

The former abbot has been in detention in China since 
May, reportedly on suspicion of passing information to 
the Dalai Lama in exile. The information is said to have 
enabled the Dalai Lama to confirm on 14th May the 
recognition of Gendun Choekyi Nyima, a 6 year old boy 
from Lhari, as the reincarnation of the 10th Panchen 
Lama. 

The 14th July order also announced the dismissal of 
another distinguished Tashilhunpo lama, Gyaltrul 
Rimpoche, from his position on the monastery's 
Management Committee. Gyaltrul Rimpoche has been in 
prison since a police raid on the monastery on 12th July 
following the disruption by the monks of a high-level 
meeting the previous day at which officials read out a 
1 5 page condemnation of the abbot. 

New Committee at Tashilhunpo 

At the head of the new Committee is Sengchen 
Lobsang Gyaltsen, a lama originally from the 
Tashilhunpo area who is a vice-chairman of the Chinese 
People's Political Consultative Conference and also of 
the People's Congress in Tibet. 

Day to day running of Tashilhunpo will be carried out by 
Lobsang Tsering, a monk newly appointed as senior 
leader of the committee. Lama Tsering, as he is 
sometimes known, is regarded as a hardliner who is 
said to support rigourous punishment of political dissent 
aid to have been seeking the position of Chadrel 
Rinpoche for a long time, he is associated with a faction 
that for some time has been opposed to Chadrel 
Rinpoche and to any co-operation with the Dalai Lama, 
and which is therefore committed to supporting the 
Chinese device of using the Golden Urn in a lottery to 
select the reincarnation of the Panchen Lama. 

The second new appointment to the leadership is 
another hardliner, Jamyang, who becomes a deputy 
chairman of the Committee. Jamyang, who was head 
of the same committee during the Cultural Revolution, 
is said to have been widely disliked by the monks at 
Tashilhunpo and lost his position to Chadrel Rimpoche 
when the monks were allowed by the Panchen Lama a 
free vote to chose their leaders after 1979. He retained 
official status in the monastery by gaining the position 
of head of the Work Committee on the Panchen Lama's 
Tombs. 

The second new deputy chairman is Bilung, a high 
ranking lama but regarded by some as an opportunist. A 
former head of the Dechen Podrang, the Panchen 
Lama's personal residence and headquarters in 
Shigatse, Bilung is said to have created a new 
leadership team based at the Dechen Podrang, currently 


preparing a new biography of the last Panchen Lama. 
An unofficial biography published in Beijing in 1989 was 
withdrawn by the Chinese authorities reportedly 
because it included too much criticism of ultra-leftists, 
who led to the Panchen Lama spending 14 years in 
internal exile or jail. 

Jamyang and Bilung join the existing deputy chairman, 
Phun-la, who is in charge of security within the 
monastery, and is widely disliked, and the scholar 
Kakyon Tsering, who already has a place on the 
committee. 

Two other lamas, seen as having no involvement in 
politics, have been promoted from committee members 
to deputy chairmen: Choeden and Ngagchen Rimpoche. 
Regarded sympathetic to Chadrel Rimpoche and the 
Dalai Lama, they are retained on the committee because 
of the religious respect they enjoy from the monks, and 
because, more significantly, they are the only two 
lamas to have survived the purge who are of sufficient 
status to carry out the religious rituals involved in the 
ritual of "shaking the Golden Vase", the lottery system 
which the Chinese authorities insist must now be used 
to select the reincarnation. 

Ngagchen Rinpoche, however, led at least one of the 
parties which interpreted visions seen in the sacred 
oracle lake of Lhamo Latso last year which are said to 
have shown the birthplace of Gendun Choekyi Nyima, 
the child recognised by the Dalai Lama as the correct 
reincarnation. "We believe that the Panchen Lama as 
recognised by the Dalai Lama is the true re-incarnation 
and there are many signs which support this as 
evidence," Ngagchen Rimpoche is reported to have told 
Religious Affairs Bureau officials on 4th June, at a 
meeting which they had convened in Tashilhunpo 
monastery to denounce the Dalai Lama, according to 
unofficial reports. 

Sengchen Lobsang Gyaltsen Replaces Panchen Lama 

Sengchen Lobsang Gyaltsen, who takes over the former 
Panchen Lama's position as "nominal leader" of the 
monastery, has not remained a monk and so, like the 
Panchen Lama himself, cannot be a full member of the 
monastery or its committee. According to religious 
tradition, this also means the Chinese cannot use him to 
carry out the ritual of "shaking the Golden Vase" to 
endorse the Chinese candidate as reincarnation. 

The appointment comes after earlier reports that 
Sengchen, widely viewed as a long-standing opponent 
of the Panchen Lama, was closely involved in attempts 
to disrupt Chadrel Rinpoche's 6 year effort to negotiate 
a Panchen Lama succession which would be endorsed 
by both the Dalai Lama and Beijing. 

"Kyi ke yang-se chen-gi-du - It is the old dog barking 
again", commented a source in Lhasa on the 
appointment, using a Tibetan phrase that means an old 
trick is being repeated. Sengchen, whose own 
monastery is a branch of the Panchen Lama's seat at 
Tashilhunpo, was pushed to prominence by the Chinese 
authorities in the 1960s when the Panchen Lama began 
to criticise Beijing and fell from power, spending 10 
years in prison and four in internal exile. 
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Sengchen was one of the principal Tibetan lamas 
actively involved in the infamous 6 week denunciation 
meeting or "struggle session" against the Panchen 
Lama held in Lhasa in September and October 1964, 
over a year before the Cultural Revolution. The meeting 
formally concluded that the Panchen Lama was "anti- 
Party, anti-people and anti-socialism" - labels which 
were not formally removed until May 1988. 

After the 1964 meeting Sengchen was promoted to 
dominant positions in regional bodies, becoming a vice- 
Chairman of the Tibet Region in September 1965. He 
lost effective power when the Panchen Lama was 
rehabilitated in 1979, but retained high status positions 
as vice-chairman of the Tibet regional branches of the 
People's Congress and later of the Political Consultative 
Conference. 

Sengchen, aged 59, is also a member of the National 
People's Congress, but during visits of the Tibetan 
delegation to Congress sessions in Beijing the Panchen 
Lama is said to have publicly snubbed him by omitting 
his name from invitation lists to receptions. 

In a rare interview in March 1993 with a western 
journalist, conducted in front of government officials, 
Sengchen said that he was a Buddhist rather than a 
communist. "There is no contradiction or conflict. I 
believe in Buddhism. In terms of "isms", Buddhism is 
idealism, while Marxism is materialism. However, I am 
not opposed to Marxism," he told a reporter for the 
Christian Science Monitor while in Beijing to attend the 
annual session of China's nominal legislature. 

Sengchen told the newspaper that only a fraction of the 
Tibetan clergy supported independence for Tibet. "The 
majority of that tiny number of lamas do this out of 
ignorance or deception. Most of the lamas detest their 
activities," he said. 

In 1989, a few months after the death of the Panchen 
Lama, Sengchen had called for the administration 
committees of all monasteries to be brought under 
stronger political control, as has now happened with his 
appointment to Tashilhunpo. "It is imperative to tighten 
the management of monasteries in Tibet and to 
consolidate them," he told Xinhua on 29th September 
1989, in a report published by the BBC's Summary of 
World Broadcasts on 3rd October 1989. 

His alleged involvement in derailing the search by 
nationalist Tibetans for the new Panchen Lama has 
been kept out of public view, but he appears to have 
attracted criticism from dissident groups in Lhasa, one 
of which is said to have put up posters outside his 
residence condemning him for supporting the Chinese 
line on the succession issue, according to a report by 
the exile Tibetan government on 20th July. 

Sengchen was among the first of the Tibetan lamas to 
make a statement supporting the Chinese view on the 
Panchen Lama succession, and used stronger terms 
than his colleagues to attack the Dalai Lama, including 
the pejorative form "Dalai", according to Xinhua, the 
official Chinese news agency. 

"The Dalai, currently in exile, made an unauthorised 
declaration ... His act has seriously disrupted the normal 


process of the task of searching for the reincarnated 
child. The Dalai has openly violated religious rules to 
suit his political purposes, and his act has hurt the 
feelings of the broad masses of Buddhist worshippers," 
Sengchen said on 19th May, five days after the exiled 
Tibetan leader had announced the identity of the new 
Panchen Lama. 

Panchen Lama Succession Conference Convened 

TIN News Update / 5 November, 1995 

The Chinese authorities have convened a major 
conference of Tibetan lamas in Beijing today to discuss 
the disputed succession of the Panchen Lama, the 
second most senior lama in Tibetan Buddhism. 

Up to 300 senior monks and lamas in Central Tibet 
received instructions earlier this week ordering them to 
arrive in the Chinese capital by this morning Sunday 5th 
November, according to a source in China. The news 
confirms similar reports issued yesterday by the Tibetan 
Government in exile and by the Tibetan language 
service of the US radio station, Voice of America, and 
follows a report last month in the Hong Kong based 
South China Morning Post that such a meeting was 
imminent. 

The lamas, including teachers and monastic officials 
from the great monasteries in Lhasa who are not 
normally involved in political issues, are said to have 
been told that attendance is mandatory, and there are 
reports that pleas of illness or family bereavement have 
not been accepted as excuses for non-attendance. The 
Tibetan Government in exile said that the invitees had 
been told that attending the meeting would be a "test 
of your nationalism and your political stand". 

No details are known about the agenda of the 
conference, but it is expected that the meeting will be 
asked to declare invalid the exiled Dalai Lama's 
declaration last May that Gendun Choekyi Nyima, a six 
year old doctor's son from Northern Tibet, is the 
reincarnation of the Tenth Panchen Lam, who died in 
1989. 

The lamas will probably be asked to endorse Beijing's 
decision to condemn and depose Chadrel Rimpoche, the 
head of the original search committee, now in custody 
for allegedly consulting the Dalai Lama in India. They 
are certain to be asked to state that the child should be 
chosen by using a ritual known as "shaking the Golden 
Urn", a lottery method which was instituted by Chinese 
officials in the late 18th century and which China 
insists is the only correct way to establish senior 
reincarnations. 

These decisions are already described in official 
statements which lamas throughout Tibet have been 
required to repeat for months, but the controversial 
question remains as to whether the name of Gendun 
Choekyi Nyima, the child already recognised by the 
Dalai Lama, will be included amongst the candidates in 
the "Golden Urn" lottery. The child was conceived 
before the death of the previous Panchen Lama and is 
said to have been discovered later than the other 
candidates, technicalities which are apparently being 
considered by the Chinese authorities as devices to get 
the lamas to reject Gendun Choekyi Nyima as the 
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reincarnation. Such a decision would amount to 
contradicting the Dalai Lama, which many Tibetans are 
loathe to do, and would lead to a split in the Buddhist 
community in Tibet. Despite the five month 
denunciation campaign against the Dalai Lama for his 
May announcement, no-one in China or Tibet has yet 
denied categorically that Gendun Choekyi is the new 
Panchen Lama. 

China says that the Tibetan Government signed an 
agreement in 1792 accepting China's right to make the 
final decision on the reincarnation of high lamas, while 
the exile Tibetan Government says that a Panchen 
Lama cannot be recognised without the approval of the 
Dalai Lama. The dispute mirrors events fifty years ago, 
when the Tibetan government refused to accept 
Beijing's candidate as the previous Panchen Lama for 7 
years, conceding only when Chinese troops invaded. 


Chinese to Appoint a Second Panchen Lama 

TIN News Update / 12 November, 1995 

The Chinese authorities today announced for the first 
time that they will not recognise the child who has been 
identified by the exiled Dalai Lama as the Panchen 
Lama, Tibet's second most senior lama. 

The statement commits Beijing to appointing a second 
child as Panchen Lama, setting it on a path of 
confrontation within Tibet and ruling out any hope of 
compromise. It also means that the child will remain a 
major security risk for the Chinese for the foreseeable 
future, since most Tibetans are likely to disregard 
today's decision. 

Xinhua, the official Chinese news agency, announced 
the decision this morning 12th November. It also 
broadcast an aggressive attack on the Dalai Lama, 
fuelling suspicions that the Chinese faced unexpected 
reluctance from lamas gathered for the last week in 
Beijing to approve Chinese demands. 

Beijing is insisting that the search process must use an 
arcane Qing-dynasty lottery procedure called "shaking 
the Golden Urn", but today's statements gave no 
indication when or where this ritual will take place, 
giving rise to speculation that the Chinese are having 
difficulty finding lamas who will agree to carry out the 
complex seven-day ceremony. 

For six months China has run a vigorous campaign 
against the Dalai Lama for publicly announcing in May 
that Gendun Choekyi Nyima, a 6 year old child from 
Nagchu in Northern Tibet, was the 11th Panchen Lama, 
but until today no Chinese source had directly 
challenged the Dalai Lama's identification of the 
reincarnation. 

China claims that a 1792 agreement gives it the sole 
right to give final confirmation of such decisions, and 
until today could have chosen to confirm the Dalai 
Lama's decision. 

Beijing attaches extraordinary importance to the issue, 
and said today for the first time that the golden urn 
system "upholds the sovereignty of the central 


government", indicating that the mechanics of the 
search process affects China's claim to Tibet. 

Although the meeting seems to have been organised by 
the Communist Party rather than the Government, Party 
leaders still avoided intervening in the affair directly and 
appear to have used the leaders of Tashilhunpo 
monastery in Shigatse, Tibet's second city, to push 
through its decision to over-rule the Dalai Lama. 

"Senior Lamas at Zhaxi Lhunbo Lamasery [Tashilhunpo 
Monastery] said that ... they would not recognise the 
reincarnated boy for Panchen Lama chosen by the Dalai 
Lama," said Xinhua this morning, without citing other 
lamas at the meeting. The new Tashilhunpo leadership 
lacks popular authority, however, as it was only 
installed in a putsch at the monastery this July 
following the arrest of at least 2 lamas and 24 monks 
from the monastery, the traditional seat of the Panchen 
Lamas, after they opposed China's intervention in the 
search process. 

Today's Xinhua statement, attributed to the new 
Tashilhunpo faction, accused the Dalai Lama of using 
"fraud" to select the Gendun Choekyi Nyima, and added 
that the child failed "to meet the conditions". It did not 
say what these conditions were but in a key statement 
Li Ruihuan, a member of the Politburo Standing 
Committee, today accused the Dalai Lama of adding the 
child's name "illegally" to the list of candidates after it 
had been completed, suggesting that the child has been 
rejected on the grounds that he was discovered later 
than the other 28 children on the original list. 

The meeting in Beijing, which finished yesterday 11th 
November, as reported earlier by the exile Tibetan 
Government, was acknowledged officially for the first 
time in the statements today. It was described as the 
"third meeting of the Leading Group Locating the 
Reincarnated Child for the Panchen Lama" with 
additional attendance by "members of its consulting 
group and representatives from the religious circles". Its 
only published conclusion was that it "agreed to 
confirm the three candidates for the Panchen Lama 
chosen by the Zhaxi Lhunbo Lamasery". 

Pressure from Party Leaders 

On Friday China used its most powerful political figures 
to support increase pressure on lamas to support the 
new Tashilhunpo faction, and all the lamas at the 
meeting had their photographs taken with five of the 
seven members of the Standing Committee of the 
Politburo, including China's Party Secretary, one of 
China's top Generals and its leading industrialist, as well 
as two vice-Premiers, the head of the legal system, and 
China's propaganda chief. 

Quite why China needed to field so many top 
Communist Party leaders at a relatively inconclusive 
and supposedly religious meeting is unclear, but the 
speeches published today suggest that the Communist 
Party is placing the maximum pressure on the lamas to 
avoid any further delays. 

The lamas were told by Party Secretary Jiang Zemin 
that the search "would be completed soon if they make 
persistent efforts", and Li Ruihuan said the choice had 
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to be done "as soon as possible" and called for "efforts 
to complete the work ... at an early date". 

Senior lamas involved in the search since it began in 
1989 are believed to have already delayed the process 
for several years while they tried to work out a 
compromise solution between the Chinese demands and 
the Dalai Lama. Others are known to be still trying to 
avoid publicly going against their exile leader. 

If Beijing wants to follow religious custom it cannot 
have the next stage, drawing lots from the Golden Urn, 
performed in Shigatse by Tashilhunpo lamas but will 
have to have the ceremony done in Lhasa by one of half 
a dozen high-ranking Tibetan lamas who traditionally 
acted as regents of Tibet when the Dalai Lama was too 
young to rule and who have to be "really 
knowledgeable", according to the 1792 text. 

Only three of these Hotuktu lamas, as they are called, 
are still in Central Tibet - Retring Rimpoche, Tsomonling 
Rimpoche and Pagpalha Gelek Namgyal. The second 
was last heard of as a fisherman several decades ago 
and the third, renowned as a womaniser and gambler, is 
a largely secular figure whose son who is a convicted 
murderer and who is not likely to carry much conviction 
as a "really knowledgeable" religious practitioner. 

There are at least two others of sufficient rank in 
eastern Tibet, but for unclear reasons this week's 
meeting appears to have excluded lamas outside central 
Tibet from the search process, thus greatly limiting 
Beijing's range of choice. Senior lamas in eastern Tibet 
were not invited to the meeting and had been told it 
was only a study session, according to reliable sources 
in the area. 

Earlier Plot Uncovered 

The statements issued today said for the first time that 
a "plot" to intervene in the selection process had been 
uncovered by the Chinese authorities involving "a few 
members of the Leading Group for Locating the 
Reincarnated Child" operating on behalf of the Dalai 
Lama and "hostile western forces". 

This is the first indication that Chadrel Rimpoche, 
former abbot of Tashilhunpo, believed to have been in 
detention since May, was not the only lama involved in 
secretly communicating with the Dalai Lama about the 
search process, and suggests he is at risk of being tried. 

The news agency Reuters today reported that the 
official paper Tibet Daily on 4th November, in an 
apparent reference to Chadrel Rimpoche, accused 
unnamed lamas at Tashilhunpo of colluding with the 
Dalai Lama by sending him names and pictures of the 
candidates located by the search team. The Chinese 
authorities told journalists on 21st August that Chadrel 
Rimpoche was in hospital undergoing treatment for an 
unspecified illness. 

The Dalai Lama was described by Li Ruihuan today as 
"the chieftain of the splittists' political clique" and "a 
faithful tool of the international anti-Chinese forces". 

"While begging for foreigners' backing, he has tried to 
stir up riots in Tibetan-inhabited ares in China", said Li 


in an unusually aggressive attack on the exile leader, 
and one of the first statements to suggest that there 
has been pro-independence unrest outside the Tibet 
Autonomous Region. 

Li also revealed, without mentioning any names, that 
earlier this year Chadrel Rimpoche had tried to persuade 
the Chinese authorities there was no dispute over the 
choice of Gendun Choekyi Nyima as the Panchen Lama, 
and so no need to hold the Golden Urn ceremony. Li 
intimated that it had been the exposure of this "plot" 
and Beijing's decision to resume the search process 
which had led the Dalai Lama to announce pre¬ 
emptively the name of the child he had identified. 

No indication was given as to the future prospects of 
Gendun Choekyi Nyima, the child recognised by the 
Dalai Lama and now rejected by the Chinese. Since May 
the boy is believed to have been kept with his family in 
a Beijing hotel, according to unconfirmed reports, and it 
seems unlikely that he will now be allowed to emerge in 
public. 

Second Panchen Lama Appointed: Details 

TIN News Update / 30 November, 1995 

The Chinese authorities have announced the name of 
the child selected by them as the 11th Panchen Lama 
after an elaborate ceremony staged in the Jokhang 
Temple, Lhasa, before dawn local time yesterday. 

Gyaltsen Norbu, a six year old child from Lhari, in 
Nagchu, north-eastern Tibet, was declared by the 
chairman of the Tibet Autonomous Regional 
Government to be the new Panchen Lama after the 
child's name was drawn from an 18th Century golden 
urn by a senior Tibetan lama in a ceremony "held 
strictly according to the religious rituals of Tibetan 
Buddhism", according to the Chinese authorities. 

The Dalai Lama, who identified another six year old boy 
from the same area as the correct reincarnation of 10th 
Panchen Lama in May this year, described the Chinese 
action as "unfortunate" and said from exile in Northern 
India that he had already followed all the necessary 
procedures. "Therefore my recognition of the 11th 
Panchen Lama reincarnation cannot be changed", he 
said. 

The procedure brings to a head a long campaign against 
the Dalai Lama's decision by the Chinese authorities, 
who only announced on November 12th, after six 
months of apparent indecision, that they would go as 
far as appointing a rival claimant. Yesterday's ceremony 
is likely to provoke conflict and creates a unique 
situation in Tibetan history, which has never before 
seen two rival Panchen Lamas. 

Confrontation 

Chinese anger at the Dalai Lama's prior identification of 
the Panchen Lama reflects Beijing's sensitivity about its 
claim to historic sovereignty over Tibet, which largely 
rests on whether Chinese emperors had the right to 
appoint Tibetan leaders in previous centuries. But 
Beijing could have made the same point without 
generating conflict in Tibet, by using the ceremony 
simply to confirm the child named by the Dalai Lama, a 
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procedure which was used throughout the Qing dynasty 
and which Beijing itself followed in a similar case three 
years ago after the Dalai Lama confirmed the 
reincarnation of the Karmapa, the head of the Karma 
Kagyu or Red-hat school of Tibetan Buddhism. 

Reasons for the Chinese decision to opt for 
confrontation are believed to relate to political shifts in 
the Beijing elite. According to a view favoured by some 
western commentators, leadership uncertainties are 
placing pressure on possible successors to show 
firmness and resolve, a trend which is said to be 
mirrored in current displays of military force towards 
Taiwan. 

Other commentators say that during the leadership 
struggle Tibet policy is being handled by officials in the 
Party, even in its specialist United Front department, 
who are less versed in the complexities of Tibetan 
history or who have no interest in long-term policies of 
concession and co-option which prevailed since the 
early 1980s. 

Others view the Panchen Lama dispute as a key part of 
a Chinese attempt to eradicate decisively the influence 
of the Dalai Lama from Tibetan affairs. This policy, 
which emerged abruptly in August 1993, is identified 
by some sources with China's premier Li Peng, who 
returned from a spell in hospital that month. During his 
absence in July 1993 China had received a top-level 
exile delegation for talks in Beijing for the first time in a 
decade and allowed lamas for the first and only time to 
ask the Dalai Lama openly for help in the Panchen Lama 
search. Since August that year relations between the 
two sides have been frozen and the Chinese media has 
been making open comments about waiting for the 
Dalai Lama, now aged 60, to die. 

Dispute Procedure: Dog Drowned 

A double irony emerged within hours of the ceremony 
when the official Chinese news agency, citing the 
Tashilhunpo monastery committee, issued a strong 
denunciation of the child recognised by the Dalai Lama. 
The statement, which said the boy had "once drowned 
a dog" and described his parents as "notorious for 
speculation, deceit and scrambling fame and profit", 
declared that the family's attempt to "cheat the Buddha 
would not be allowed by all ordinary pious Tibetans". 
The denunciation seems to have been a retrospective 
attempt to justify holding the golden urn ceremony by 
insisting that there are religious grounds for disputing 
the child already recognised. The device, however, 
implicitly supports Tibetan claims that the Chinese 
ceremony was only used when there was a disputed 
candidature. 

Xinhua's moralistic attack on the child could backfire, 
since Tibetans often regard bad behaviour by child 
candidates as a sign that they are reincarnations of high 
lamas, and consider rebirth in a corrupt or lowly placed 
family to be a sign of compassion by the former lama. 

Ceremonial Details 

The Chinese authorities kept the date of the ceremony 
secret, presumably to avoid disturbances, and possibly 
for similar reasons performed a second ceremony, of 


cutting the child's hair and apprenticing him to a 
teacher, immediately after the lottery. The hair-cutting 
ceremony, which is considered of great religious 
importance, is often performed separately. 

Much of the delay faced by the Chinese authorities in 
completing their selection process is believed to have 
been caused by the reluctance of appropriate high 
ranking lamas to participate. The lama who officiated at 
the ceremony was the little known Bomi (Tibetan: 
’brog-mi) Champa Lodrub, widely respected in Lhasa for 
his learning and religious piety, but low in the 
ecclesiastical hierarchy. Bomi Rinpoche, as he is called 
by Tibetans, was also announced yesterday as the 
child's teacher, a role of major importance. 

To compensate for his lack of authority, the Chinese 
declared yesterday in a skilful move that Bomi Rinpoche 
is the acting Ganden Tripa, the highest position within 
the Gelugpa school of Tibetan Buddhism. Until now the 
Chinese authorities had refused to allow Bomi Rinpoche 
to take up this post, to which he was secretly elected 
by other lamas in 1988, apparently because the title 
implies deference to a senior lama who lives in exile. 

The 77 year old lama's decision to carry out the 
ceremony, which implicitly contradicts the authority of 
the Dalai Lama, could bring him into disrepute amongst 
many Tibetans, but he probably undertook the task to 
make sure the child has a chance of receiving some 
high quality Tibetan education. The Dalai Lama said in a 
statement yesterday that the lamas involved in the 
event had been "coerced" to take part. 

The overnight promotion of Bomi Rimpoche meant that 
the Chinese did not have to use Dedrul Rimpoche, who 
it is now known officiated at a secret rehearsal of the 
lottery ceremony three months ago. Dedrul Rimpoche, a 
senior lama holding the rank of "inner Hotuktu", the 
successor of a former regent of Tibet and himself a 
former candidate for the Dalai Lama, is of sufficiently 
high status to hold the ceremony and enjoys religious 
esteem but has been regarded with deep distrust by 
Lhasa Tibetans, particularly in Drepung monastery, 
since he publicly denounced pro-independence 
demonstrators in 1988. 

The day-long rehearsal of the Golden Urn ceremony was 
held in mid-August in the Jokhang Temple and filmed by 
Chinese television crews. The footage has never been 
shown, leading to speculation that it was held in 
reserve in case of any difficulties in filming the final 
ceremony. 

The design of yesterday’s event presented the 
ceremony as a Tibetan religious tradition by holding it in 
the Jokhang, Tibet's holiest temple, but in fact the 
ceremony has never been performed there, except for 
some junior incarnations. The lottery system was used 
to select Dalai and Panchen Lamas five times between 
1822 and 1888 and was a largely political exercise held 
inside the Dalai Lama's Palace. 

In an apparent attempt to make the procedure look 
more like a Tibetan practice the authorities arranged for 
Bomi Rinpoche not just to officiate at the ceremony but 
to draw the final lot from the golden urn with his own 
hands, apparently a last-minute Chinese effort to 
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distance themselves from the public stages of the 
selection process. Although senior lamas had to be in 
attendance, the selection of the lots has never been 
done at this level by a Tibetan. In the past the winning 
lot was drawn by a Chinese official using ivory 
chopsticks. 

The Chinese authorities were represented at the 
ceremony by Luo Gan, Secretary-General of the State 
Council and a close associate of Li Peng, and by Ye 
Xiaowen from the Government's Religious Affairs 
Bureau. Their presence re-affirmed the usual Chinese 
practice of fielding government officials at such events, 
a convention which has appeared to have been in 
disarray in recent weeks, during which activity on the 
succession issue has been dominated by Party officials 
in an apparent show of strength. 

The Tibet Autonomous Region administration was 
represented by its Governor Gyaltsen Norbu, who was 
promoted for the occasion to the rank of "Special 
Commissioner of the State Council", a previously 
unknown title which mimics the term used for imperial 
representatives in Tibet, the last of whom was expelled 
by the Tibetans in 1911. The term suggests that Beijing 
now sees the TAR Government as maintaining the 
traditional role of Beijing's Imperial Commissioner in 
Tibet rather than that of the former local Tibetan 
government, a development in keeping with the current 
trend to run Tibet policy directly from Beijing. 

The three officials, all believed to be Party members and 
therefore atheists, sat on chairs instead of on the floor 
and wore their shoes inside the Temple, apparently to 
emphasise their status. China pays great attention to 
such details, and rests much of its claim to have ruled 
Tibet on the number of cushions on which their 
representative sat in the last such ceremony, the 1940 
enthronement of the current Dalai Lama. 

The Tashilhunpo monastery was represented at the 
ceremony by Lama Tsering, the newly appointed leader 
of its management committee, but there was no 
reference to Sengchen Lobsang Gyaltsen, the nominal 
head of the monastery and rumoured to have been a 
prime mover in the deposing of the Dalai Lama's 
candidate. 


Chinese Press on Panchen Lama Dispute 

Summaries of selected articles from the Chinese press 
concerning the Panchen Lama dispute in TAR and Qinghai, 
February-August 1994. The first date is the date the article 
was published or broadcast in China. The date in brackets at 
the end of each paragraph is the date the article was 
published in the BBC Summary of World Broadcasts. 

Highlights: The Dalai Lama named the new Panchen 
Lama on 14th May. The Chinese responses do not 
begin until three days later. These responses denounce 
the Dalai Lama but until November they do not state 
definitively that the child named by the Dalai Lama is 
not the correct reincarnation. The highest figures not 
already heavily compromised - Retring and Tsomonling - 
take one and two months respectively before making a 
statement. The Chinese statements, arranged so that 
Party and government officials appear to be following 
religious opinion, were made in this order: 


17 May: Religious Affairs Bureau, Beijing 

17 May: Raidi, TAR Party, Lhasa 

18 May: Zhao Puchu, Chinese Buddhist Association, 
Beijing 

18 May: Foreign Ministry, Beijing 

19 May: Pagphalha Gelek Namgyal and "noted patriotic 
figures" including most importantly Sengchen Lobsang 
Gyaltsen, Bilung Rinpoche at Tashilhunpo, Dedrub 
Rinpoche in Lhasa [Pagphalha and Dedrub are "inner 
Hotuktu" rank]. 

20 May: Gyaltsen Norbu, TAR Party and Government 

22 May: TAR Branch of Chinese Buddhist Association 

23 May: Qinghai CPPCC and religious figures 

24 May: TAR CPPCC and religious figures 

25 May: TAR People's Congress 
28 May: Qinghai religious figures 

1 June: Shigatse Party Committee 

8 June: Shigatse Branch of the Chinese Buddhist 

Association 

14 Jun: Retring Rinpoche [also "inner Hotuktu" rank] 

14 Jun: Chamdo religious and lay figures 
6 July: Joint meeting of the 5 Autonomous Provinces 
and Regions (TAR, Qinghai, etc) 

13 July: Tsomonling Rinpoche [the remaining inner 
Hotuktu ranking lama in the TAR] and Bomi Rinpoche. 
On 13 June the TAR propaganda chief began a media 
campaign on the issue in Tibet. From 16 June more 
detailed historical refutations, usually unsigned, appear 
in newspapers and on the radio. 

14 May: In New Delhi the Dalai Lama named the 11th 
reincarnation of the Panchen Lama, Press Trust India 
(PTI) reported. Announcing this at Dharamsala, the 
exiled leader said "On this auspicious occasion it is with 
great joy that I am able to proclaim the reincarnation of 
Panchen Rinpoche. I have recognised Gedhun Choekyi 
Nyima, born on 25 April 1989 ... as the true 
reincarnation of Panchen Rinpoche". The Chinese had 
rejected the Dalai Lama’s request to send a 10-member 
exile delegation to Tibet following the death of the 
Panchen Lama on 28 January 1989, a spokesman said. 
(16 May) 

17 May: The Dalai Lama's announcement of a new 
Panchen Lama was "illegal and invalid", a spokesman 
for Beijing's Bureau of Religious Affairs said. It "fully 
demonstrates the political plot of the Dalai clique in its 
continuous splittist activities by making use of the 
Panchen Lama's reincarnation after repeated failures in 
its acts abroad aimed at splitting the motherland". The 
spokesman argued that "it is known to all" that the 
titles of Dalai Lama and Panchen Erdeni were conferred 
by the Qing emperor. After finding several potential 
reincarnations, the spokesman said, lots should be 
drawn in front of the statue of Shakyamuni, "and then 
the final choice should be forwarded to the central 
government for approval". The spokesman noted that 
much work towards the search had been done, and was 
still going on, and that the Dalai Lama had disrupted 
this. (18 May) 

17 May: Raidi, executive deputy secretary of the TAR 
party committee, noted that the Dalai Lama had 
"recently kicked up a rumpus" over the reincarnated 
child of the Panchen Lama "to confuse and poison 
people's minds and disturb regional stability and unity", 
Lhasa radio reported on 18 May. It was necessary to be 
aware that the struggle with the Dalai clique was not a 
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religious matter but a "sharp and complicated political 
struggle". Unity with the CCP central committee at all 
times was essential. (24 May) 

18 May: Zhao Puchu, president of the Buddhist 
Association of China, said he was "shocked and 
disgusted" at the Dalai Lama’s declaration that a certain 
child was the reincarnation of the Panchen Lama. "The 
Panchen Lama proposed that after his death three 
infants should be sought who were potential 
reincarnations of the Living Buddha... He made the 
remarks at a discussion attended by Buddhists from five 
Chinese provinces and autonomous regions on 24 
January 1989, which was four days before his passing 
away", Zhao said. The State Council decided that the 
reincarnation question should be handled by the Tashi 
Lhunpo monastery, assisted by the Buddhist 
Association if necessary, Xinhua noted. The result 
should be forwarded to the central government for 
approval. Zhao added that as the procedures for finding 
the reincarnated child are being meticulously observed, 
the Dalai Lama's action constitutes "political splittism" 
and is "illegal and invalid". The late Panchen Lama had 
vowed to realise the unification of the motherland, Zhao 
added, and accused the Dalai Lama of going against the 
will of Zong Kapa [Tsongkhapa] and the teaching of the 
Gelugpa sect. (20 May) 

18 May: The Tibetan Buddhist Order will overcome the 
Dalai Lama's "disruptions" and complete the Panchen 
Lama's reincarnation. Foreign Ministry spokesman Shen 
Guofang said. The search team had done much work 
and made important progress. The Dalai Lama has 
negated the "supreme authority" of the central 
government and made political attempts to split the 
motherland by exploiting religious issues, he added. He 
also noted that "The traditional conventions and 
established norms were set in 1792, mandating that a 
reincarnated child must be reported to the central 
government for approval". (20 May, and correction in 
24 May) 

19 May: Pagbalha Geleg Namgyai, vice-chairman of the 
NPC, said the Dalai Lama's declaration on the Panchen 
Lama's reincarnation had seriously disrupted the 
confirmation process, Xinhua reported, saying that the 
speech had been given on 16 May. The Dalai Lama's 
separatist activities are known to all, Pagbalha 
reportedly said, and his latest act "revealed his clear 
political motive of denying the authority of the central 
government". His unilateral declaration was illegal and 
invalid, he said, adding "We only recognise the 
reincarnated child of the 10th Panchen Lama approved 
by the central government". He hoped the "real 
reincarnated child" would "ascend the holy throne" as 
soon as possible. (24 May) 

19 May: "Noted patriotic figures and people of the 
upper stratum of religious circles" held forums to 
repudiate the Dalai Lama's confirmation of the Panchen 
Lama's reincarnation, Xinhua reported. These figures 
and religious people included: Jimzhong Gyaincain 
Puncog, TAR CPPCC vice chairman; Lamin Solon 
Lunchu, TAR CPPCC vice-chairman; Living Buddha 
Sengqen Losang Gyaincain [Sengchen Lobsang 
Gyaltsen], TAR people's congress vice-chairman; Lhalu 
Cewangdoje, TAR CPPCC vice-chairman; Bilung Baima 
Dandzim [Bilung Rinpoche], Living Buddha of Tashi 


Lhunpo temple; Dezhub Jambai Losang [Dedrul 
Rinpoche], Living Buddha of Lhasa. Also present, 
Xinhua noted, were Pagbalha Geleg Namgyai, NPC vice- 
chairman; Samding Doje Pamo Deqingquzhen, TAR NPC 
vice-chairman; other TAR CPPCC vice-chairmen 
including Jangzhong Zhaxi Doje, Tangmai Gongjue 
Baimo, Qaba Gaisang Wangdi, Duojizha Renzengqinmo 
Jiangbailuosang, and Yabxi Wangdui and other living 
Buddhas and monks from various parts of Tibet. (24 
May) 

20 May: Gyaincain Norbu, vice-secretary of the TAR 
party committee, speaking to "some ethnic minority 
personages of Tibet's religious circles" about the Dalai 
Lama's "unauthorised declaration" confirming a 
reincarnated child of the Panchen Lama, declared that 
since 1792 both titles of Dalai Lama and Panchen Lama 
had been conferred by the central [Chinese] 
government, Lhasa TV said. Since the death of the 10th 
Panchen, the station said, Beijing had held two 
meetings on the search for his reincarnated child and 
set the principles for the search. It supported and 
supervised the leading group for the search and the 
Tashilhunpo monastery "in working for several years in 
accordance with religious rituals". Neither the central 
government nor the TAR authorities had ever intervened 
in religious activities, it claimed. "By declaring abroad 
without authorisation the confirmation of a reincarnated 
child, Dalai has obstructed the normal proceedings of 
the search for the reincarnated child ... We will 
definitely not recognise the reincarnated child ... nor will 
we approve the succession to the 11th Panchen Erdini 
by anyone designated by him personally". He added: 
"Please be reassured that the leading group for the 
search has already taken steps to deal with the several 
discovered candidates for the reincarnated child of 
Panchen". (3 June) 

22 May: The Tibet branch of the Buddhist Association 
of China issued a statement on the Dalai Lama's 14 
May announcement of the finding of the reincarnation 
of the Panchen Lama, Xinhua reported. It supported the 
Chinese contention that the titles Dalai and Panchen 
Lamas were conferred by the Qing government’s central 
government, and that confirmation of the finding ever 
since has had to be forwarded to Beijing for approval. 
Since the reign of the Qing emperor Qian Long, the 
branch asserted, the system has been that several 
potential reincarnations would be located and lots then 
drawn in front of the statue of Shakyamuni. The 
statement insisted that this practice and "rule" must be 
followed, and claimed the Dalai Lama had violated 
religious and historical practice by announcing a new 
Panchen Lama from outside Tibet and accused him of 
trampling on the "religious feelings of monks, nuns and 
religious believers". The statement adds that hopefully 
interference will be removed and a reincarnation 
confirmed soon. (26 May) 

23 May: The Dalai Lama's recognition of a child as the 
reincarnated Panchen Lama was "an act of the Dalai 
clique ... to split the country after the failure of its 
political activities", a meeting of religious persons in the 
Xining area agreed, Xining radio reported. Presiding at 
this discussion was Cheng Buyung, vice-chairman of 
the provincial CPPCC and director of the United Front 
Work Department. The religious persons (including Han 
Shenggui, ?Meng Zhaozhan, ?Sai Zhuo, ?Fahdi Anjia, 
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?Zhong Zhi, ?Xin Nai) strongly condemned the Dalai 
Lama's act of "disregarding fixed historical convention 
and undermining religious rituals, and disrupting the 
normal search process through his unauthorised 
confirmation abroad of a certain child as the 
reincarnated child of the Panchen Lama", the radio said. 
(7 June) 

24 May: The TAR committee of the CPPCC "strongly 
condemned the Dalai clique's evil plot of interfering 
with and disrupting the Panchen's reincarnation", 
Xinhua said. After praising the 10th Panchen, the TAR 
CPPCC's statement attacked the Dalai Lama for 
splittism and for disregarding what it claimed were the 
rituals (the drawing of lots, etc) of the Panchen's 
confirmation. It "strongly denounced" the Dalai clique's 
action and claimed that the Dalai's confirmation of the 
reincarnated child is "illegal and invalid and we will 
never recognise it".(27 May) 

25 May: The sixth session of the TAR people's 
congress attacked the Dalai Lama for not following the 
lot-drawing ritual in the search for a reincarnated 
Panchen Lama and for splitting the motherland from 
abroad during his exile, Xinhua reported. It supported 
the official search for a Panchen Lama and exhorted 
Tibetans to "expose the Dalai Lama's conspiracies" and 
fight "the Dalai clique's unlawful disruption of the 
search". (27 May) 

28 May: Buddhists strongly condemned the Dalai Lama 
for naming a child as the reincarnation of the Panchen 
Lama. Xinhua reported from Xining. Many "reiterated 
that only the central government has the sacred 
authority on the approval of reincarnations of both the 
Dalai Lama and the Panchen Lama". "People with 
elementary religious knowledge know that the searching 
and confirmation ... followed a rigid religious ritual ... 
and became legal and valid only after they were 
approved by the central government", said Song Bo, a 
Living Buddha and vice-chairman of Qinghai's CPPCC. A 
participant at a Buddhist meeting noted that "Danzun 
Gyaco [Tenzin Gyatso] himself ascended the holy 
throne for the 14th Dalai Lama in 1940 after the 
process was approved by the central government of 
that time". (30 May) 

1 June: The Shigatse committee of the CPPCC issued a 
statement to "strongly denounce" the "Dalai clique" for 
their "criminal attempt of interfering in and sabotaging 
the reincarnation of a child for the Panchen Lama", 
calling it an "act to split the motherland", Lhasa radio 
said on 14 June. It noted that the State Council had 
made a decision [unspecified] on the issue of 
reincarnation "in accordance with the religious rituals 
and requests of the Zhaxi Lhunbo Lamasery and the 
broad masses of monks". The 10th Panchen Lama 
loved the motherland and enhanced the unity of 
nationalities, developing Tibetan Buddhism, the radio 
claimed. By contrast, the Dalai Lama, after rebellion and 
escape, had been trying to split the motherland and 
sabotage national unity. "He is a thoroughgoing 
chieftain of a reactionary political group", said the radio. 
"He was held in contempt by people of various 
nationalities in Tibet". Drawing on history, the radio said 
that in the past the Dalai Lama had tried to prevent the 
Panchen Lama coming to Tibet, and now had 
"hurriedly" announced a reincarnated child from abroad. 


"thus fully expos[ing] the true attempt of the Dalai 
clique to practice splittism". Recounting the Chinese 
version, the radio said that since 1792 the reincarnation 
of the Dalai Lama and Panchen Lama must be chosen 
from several selected children by drawing lots from a 
golden urn in front of the statue of Shakyamuni and 
reported to the central government for approval. "This 
has become a historical custom and rule". "The 10th 
Panchen Lama had said that the choosing of a 
reincarnated child by himself alone was not 
appropriate", added the radio. As this procedure was 
not followed in the Dalai Lama's recent choosing of the 
child Panchen Lama, it was invalid, it said. "We will 
never recognise the reincarnated child ... announced 
illegally by the Dalai Lama", it concluded. (17 June) 

8 June: the Xigaze [Shigatse] Prefectural Buddhist 
Association issued a statement which outlined the 
"historical convention" for choosing the child and noted 
that the Dalai Lama's statement was illegal "and we 
resolutely will not recognise it", according to Tibet Daily 
on 20 June. (12 July) 

13 June: Chen Hancheng, director of the TAR's 
propaganda department, visited the radio, film and TV 
department "to make important arrangements for 
propaganda and public opinion work from June to 
September", Lhasa TV reported. Among his themes 
were the need for further study of the model Kong 
Fansen and further publicity for the struggle against 
splittism in light of the Dalai clique's "criminal scheme" 
of sabotaging the work of selecting the reincarnated 
Panchen Lama. (5 July) 

14 June: Lhasa TV reported on a forum in Qamdo 
[Chamdo] on the reincarnated child. A total of 71 
people were present, and agreed the Dalai clique' 
announcement was "absolutely illegal and invalid". (12 
July) 

16 June: The Dalai Lama accused the Chinese 
authorities of smuggling out of Tibet the six-year-old 
boy named by him as the true reincarnation of the 
Panchen Lama, a spokesman (Tashi Wangdi) said, 
according to the Indian news agency PTI. The boy's 
parents were also missing, he said. The Dalai Lama had 
asked Beijing to co-operate in enabling the boy to 
receive proper religious training, but Beijing had rejected 
the request. Tashi Wangdi said the selection of the boy 
was purely in accordance with religious traditions, and 
that the Chinese were forcing Tibetans to oppose the 
Dalai Lama's decision. Tashi Wangdi added there would 
be a massive movement against the Chinese authorities 
on the issue, the agency said, but added that strong 
opposition would only become clear if Tibetans were 
given freedom to express their true feelings. (19 June) 

14 June: Luosang Danzeng [Lobsang Tenzin], vice- 
chairman of the TAR CPPCC, Rezhen Danzim Jigme 
[Retring Rinpoche], vice-president of the Tibet Branch of 
the Buddhist Association and sixth living Buddha of the 
Retring temple, plus around 400 monks and nuns from 
Retring and Retring Sangdanlin Temple "harshly 
criticised and refuted" the Dalai Lama's "illegal 
declaration that names a child in Tibet as the 
reincarnated 10th Panchen Lama", Lhasa TV reported 
on 16 June. Rezhen Danzim Jigme [Retring Tenzin 
Jigme] attacked the Dalai Lama and called on the 
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monks and nuns to support the central committee. 
Luosang Danzeng noted that the titles of Dalai and 
Panchen Lama have always been granted by the central 
government. "Responsible persons of the 
administrations of nationalities affairs" at the temples 
supported the remarks of the spokesman (the BBC 
comments that the video shows monks sitting in 
groups, expressionless). (20 June) 

16 June: A commentary on the Panchen Lama issue on 
Lhasa TV said the titles of Dalai Lama and Panchen 
Lama were conferred by the central government of the 
Qing dynasty. This happened in 1653 (fifth Dalai Lama) 
and 1713 (fifth Panchen Lama). In 1 792, in the reign of 
the Qianlong emperor, the central government enforced 
the system of drawing lots from a golden urn to select 
the reincarnated child. "Those who understand some 
history of religion in Tibet all know that the 
reincarnation of the Dalai Lama and the Bainqen Lama 
were not designated by the Dalai Lama or Bainqen 
Lama". (20 June) 

16 June: Tibet Daily accused the Dalai Lama of acting 
as if he were the "natural confirmer" of the Panchen 
Lama's reincarnation. He had asserted, Tibet Daily said, 
that "Of all the Panchen Lamas in history, only three 
were confirmed through 'drawing lots from a golden 
urn', and even the 10th Panchen Lama, the puppet of 
the Chinese government, was not confirmed by 
'drawing lots from a golden urn'". Tibet Daily said it had 
already reported facts which "proved" the lot-drawing 
rules and refused to comment further on the Dalai 
Lama's statements. However, the paper accused the 
Dalai Lama of betraying the motherland and asserted 
that the Panchen Lama had been "a great patriot ... a 
loyal friend of the CCP". By contrast, the paper noted, 
the Dalai Lama "lives the life of a homeless dog". It also 
accused him of attempting to obstruct the appointment 
of the last Panchen Lama before 1949, and of refusing 
to allow him to return to Tibet from Qinghai. Finally it 
asserted the Dalai Lama's motives were to split Tibet 
from China, highlighting his "despicable and double¬ 
dealing characteristics and ugly features". (18 July) 

23 June: A report on Lhasa TV said the Dalai Lama's 
announcement "actually blasphemes against religious 
rituals and historical conventions... But of course his 
evil act has met with opposition from the broad masses 
of people". (12 July) 

22 June: Raidi, executive deputy secretary of the TAR 
committee and chairman of the regional congress, along 
with Gyaincain Norbu, executive deputy secretary of 
the regional party committee and chairman of the TAR 
government, inspected Gyangtse [Gyantse], Lhasa TV 
reported on 29 June. The two officials were seen on 
video speaking underneath a huge portrait of Chairman 
Mao. The two claimed that the "root causes of Tibet's 
current instability" was the "Dalai clique's interference 
and sabotage", in particular the naming of the 
reincarnated Panchen Lama on 14 May. (25 July) 

2 July: According to Tibet Daily, Raidi and Gyaincain 
Norbu, on an inspection trip to Shigatse, heard work 
reports by the party committee, sat in on a discussion 
by members of the CPPCC, attended a meeting of the 
Tashi Lhunpo Lamasery Democratic Management 
Committee and the Looking for the Reincarnated Child 


of the Panchen Lama Leading Group... On stability, they 
mobilised people to denounced the Dalai clique's 
announcement of the Panchen Lama incarnation and 
further urged the dispersal of the illusion of the 
"reincarnated child". They claimed that the "current 
struggle" was a "severe test of all people". (29 July) 

2 July: Accusing the Dalai Lama of telling "various lies" 
about how the reincarnation of the Panchen Lama does 
not need central government approval, Beijing radio 
announced that the Nationalities Dept of Central 
People's Radio had produced an eight-part series on the 
subject. Transmission in Tibetan was to start on 3 July, 
while the "Big Family of Nationalities" programme 
would also broadcast it. (4 July) 

6 July: Lhasa TV reported a meeting of southwest 
China's five provinces and regions on co-ordinating 
judicial and public security work at which Raidi noted 
that the Dalai Lama's announcement was not purely a 
religious matter but was "an evil act carried out in 
disregard of state sovereignty and central authority to 
undermine national unity ... and has seriously disrupted 
the normal progress of work regarding the Panchen's 
reincarnation". (12 July) 

13 July: At a forum, Bumi Qiangbaluozhuo [Bomi 
Rinpoche], president of the Tibet chapter of the 
Buddhist Association of China (BAC) "who commands 
universal respect in Tibetan Buddhist circles", 
expressed "utmost indignation" on their behalf, 
accusing the Dalai Lama of installing a child as Panchen 
Lama against their wishes, Tibet Daily said on 19 July. 
Comoiling Dandzimchilai [Tsomonling Tenzin Trinley], 
vice-president of the Tibet BAC, called the Dalai Lama's 
action sabotage and serious interference and disruption. 
Thus, he said, a religious issue has become a political 
issue. He approved the system of drawing lots said by 
the Chinese to have been set up in the Qing dynasty. 
On 14 July, Dezhu Jiangbaigesang [Dedrub Rinpoche], 
vice-president of the Tibet BAC, noted that "we from 
the patriotic religious circles take the same stand as the 
central government" and would not allow approval of 
the Dalai Lama's choice. Cuoru Cilang, also vice- 
president, said, the reincarnated child must be "legal 
and genuine" and must convince Buddhist circles and 
monks and believers. In future reincarnation work must 
be carried out under the leadership of the central 
government along with Buddhist circles. Other members 
of the Executive Council of the Tibet BAC, including 
Kongqiongcang Luosangqianba, Muyaxiazhong 
Qujiniancai, Wusu Luosangciren, and Duiguoongze 
Qiangbagesang, pledged to uphold the central 
committee's line and reject the Dalai clique. (8 August) 

22 July: The Dalai Lama "openly violated the religious 
rites and tradition and openly went against the will of 
Master Panchen...[this] fully exposes his reactionary 
nature in politics and his dishonesty in religion", Lhasa 
radio reported, quoting a commentator's article to be 
published in the Tibet Daily of 23 July. The paper set 
out the process the Chinese undertook to find the 
reincarnation of the Panchen Lama, and said that while 
this was going on the Dalai Lama "abruptly" announced 
that "a child in our region" was the reincarnated child. 

In the official process, a consultation body and a co¬ 
ordination body composed of "Master Da De [Chadrel?] 
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of the Buddhist circles of the whole country and other 
leading comrades were set up one after another. Two 
meetings were held in Beijing on the work of looking for 
the reincarnated child. Five principles were clearly put 
forward for the work: patriotism should be upheld..., the 
Zhaxi Lhunbo Lamasery should be responsible for the 
work; the work should be carried out within China; the 
result should be reported to the central authorities for 
approval; and the child should be trained and formally 


installed in the Zhaxi Lhunbo lamasery". The Dalai Lama 
is "contending" with the authorities in China "for the 
right to confirm finally the reincarnated child in his 
attempt to create chaos in Tibet and split the 
motherland". The Dalai Lama's "plot" will be strongly 
opposed, the article says, adding that the 
announcement he made is "entirely illegitimate and 
invalid". (5 August) 


30th Anniversary of the TAR 


Notes on 30th Anniversary 

TIN Briefing Note/31 August, 1995 

The flow of information out of Tibet has decreased in 
the run up to the 30th anniversary celebrations, due to 
begin on 1st September, apparently because Tibetans 
are intimidated by the tightening of security in the 
region. The flow of refugees across the mountains has 
also slowed down as a result of increased patrols both 
in China and in Nepal. Reports have been received of 
checkpoints on roads and bridges leading out of Lhasa, 
including armed patrols and mobile checkpoints in some 
areas. Helicopter patrols have increased dramatically, 
with squadrons of two or three machines flying low 
over the capital each day. Troops have been seen 
practising manoeuvres for the celebration parades in the 
newly constructed "Potala Palace Square". 

Some tourists have been able to enter Tibet in groups, 
while others report that they have been unable to obtain 
access. Foreigners of Tibetan descent have been 
excluded entirely in the last few days; in one reported 
case this week a Tibetan holding a Danish passport and 
applying for a visa at the Chinese Embassy in 
Kathmandu was told that "he was not a Dane" and 
therefore could not have a permit to enter Tibet. 

There are reports from Lhasa that new identity cards 
have been issued to all residents for use during the 
celebrations, and that these have to be carried at all 
times. This appears to be designed to identify 
unregistered visitors who are in Lhasa during the 
anniversary period. There are also reports that 
government work units have issued instructions to staff 
discouraging them from going onto the streets during 
the celebration period, except in organised groups. 

A report received from one rural monastery states that 
stricter regulations have been introduced which govern 
travel by monks or nuns within Tibet. The new 
procedures make it difficult for monks and nuns to 
obtain a travel permit. 

The new square which has been cleared in front of the 
Potala Palace for the celebrations has been described by 
some Western visitors as being in the style of a military 
parade ground. It is dominated by a new flag pole, 


estimated at 100 feet high, which will mean that the 
Chinese flag can for the first time be featured on future 
photos of the Potala Palace. Some Tibetans have 
expressed concern about a grandstand which has been 
constructed in the new square for dignitaries to watch 
the celebratory parades; the stand obstructs views of 
the Potala and has its back turned towards the palace, a 
design which is considered to imply disrespect by some 
Tibetans, Tibetans in general have taken to calling the 
new square the "Kalachakra Square", after a famous 
Buddhist ceremony conducted by the Dalai Lama, 
commenting that the new parade ground will be ideal 
for the Dalai Lama to carry out the annual celebration 
after he has returned to Tibet. 

New slogans celebrating the 30th anniversary of the 
TAR. have replaced all the advertising hoardings in the 
city. Meanwhile, dissident posters and leaflets issued 
by underground groups in Lhasa criticise the 
celebrations: 

One poster put up in Lhasa is reported to have said : 

"During the 30 years of forcible occupation of Tibet by 
the Chinese government the 6 million Tibetan people 
have suffered. Today we remember their suffering. We 
also remember the heroes and heroines in their millions 
who have sacrificed their lives for the Tibetan nation, 
and we pay our respect to their families. 

"The statement that the Chinese government is going 
to celebrate 30 years of forcible occupation is 
something that all of us who are left behind are not only 
going to protest against strongly but also to express our 
sorrow about." 

Reports of Sabotage in Lhasa 

The build-up to the celebration of the 30th Anniversary 
saw up to four attempts at sabotage of Chinese 
installations in Lhasa, according to unofficial and 
unconfirmed reports. There is no evidence so far as to 
who carried out the alleged attempts at sabotage. 

Three of the attempts involved an obscure Chinese 
monument dedicated to road builders in the western 
suburbs of Lhasa. A fourth attempt involved one of the 
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city's fuel depots. The incidents, which have not been 
reported by the official media, follow warnings by the 
authorities over the previous six months that sabotage 
attempts were to be expected during the Anniversary of 
the founding of the Region. At least three bombs were 
set off by Tibetans during the previous Anniversary in 
1985, although none detonated effectively. 

The first report of a sabotage attempt was on June 
25th, according to the US-based organisation, 
International Campaign for Tibet, which said an 
explosive device had been attached to the road- 
workers' monument but had failed to go off. The group 
said that a US tourist was stopped by police after he 
tried to take photographs of the obelisk on June 27th. 

Tibetan sources say that another attempt was made to 
blow up the monument on July 2nd or 3rd, and two 
tourists, a German and an Austrian, say that they were 
detained and interrogated for a day on 3rd July after 
they tried to take photographs of the monument. "The 
only damage we could see was two tiles on the ground, 
and what might have been a scorch mark on one side of 
the monument", one of the tourists told TIN. "It was 
impossible to say for sure whether or not there had 
been an explosion." 

The two tourists were detained by six young Tibetans 
in plain clothes, including two women, who had been 
near the monument, and were taken to a People's 
Armed Police base 300 yards away. They were 
questioned by different police officers during the day, 
but despite repeated requests were not given any 
reason why photographs of the monument were no 
longer permitted. The Austrian tourist was expelled 
from Tibet and the German was not punished, as he 
was anyway about to leave the country. 

Tibetan sources claim that another device exploded at 
the same monument on about 18th July, and claim that 
a person, apparently the saboteur, was killed in this 
attempt. This report has not been confirmed, and there 
are no eyewitness reports of the incident. A report by a 
western news agency from Beijing on 4th September of 
another two explosions at the same monument in 
August is almost certainly an error, but there are reliable 
reports that a fuel store near Lhasa was damaged by an 
explosion in the week before the Anniversary. 

The monument was erected in 1980 to commemorate 
the construction of the highways, mainly by the PLA, 
from Sichuan and Qinghai to Tibet in the 1950s. 
Shaped like an obelisk, with a grass surround, the 
monument also includes a plaque celebrating the 
Chinese take-over of Tibet with calligraphy by Hu 
Yaobang, the great Chinese reformer who visited Tibet 
in 1980 and introduced a Tibetan-centred reform policy. 
That policy has in effect been dismantled since 1992 
when a new Party Secretary was installed in Tibet, 
leading to a wave of appointments of younger 
technocratic cadres from China, often replacing the 
older generation of Chinese who arrived to work in Tibet 
in the 1950s. 

A number of Tibetan sources claim that the highway 
monument bombs were placed by an older Chinese 
cadre to indicate disagreement with the Tibet regime's 


new policy of giving power to younger, less idealistic 
Chinese. The story cannot be authenticated. 

A well known Tibetan activist arrested on 5th of 7th 
July, Lobsang Choedrag, who has already served three 
prison sentences for political activities, is said by some 
sources to have been suspected of involvement in the 
explosion at the monument. Police who searched his 
house are said to have found no evidence to support the 
allegation, and a second explosion is said to have taken 
place after his arrest. 

On 26th January 1995 public security officials in Tibet 
announced on Tibet Radio that the pro-independence 
movement was planning attacks, although there are no 
other reports of such threats. "Some separatist forces 
have even threatened that they will carry out a series of 
sabotage activities by taking advantage of the 
celebration of the 30th anniversary," the radio 
broadcast said. Two months later State Security 
officials warned Tibetans that "with the support of 
some Western countries, forces working for national 
separatism have intensified their infiltration and 
sabotage activities", according to a Lhasa TV broadcast 
on 27th March 1995 which announced tougher 
regulations of the 1993 State Security law. However, 
the Chinese authorities have made no reference to 
reports of bombings in Tibet. 

Chinese Press on the 30th Anniversary 

Summaries of selected articles from the Chinese press 
concerning the 30th Anniversary of the founding of the TAR. 
The first date is the date the article was published or 
broadcast in China. The date in brackets at the end of each 
paragraph is the date the article was published in the BBC 
Summary of World Broadcasts. 

6 March: Hu Jintao, member of the Standing 
Committee of the Politburo of the CCP, who met 
deputies to the NPC from Tibet, said the 30th 
anniversary of the setting up of the TAR should be 
celebrated with importance, Xinhua reported. (8 March 
95) 

10 May: In 1994 the TAR improved its public security, 
Tibet Daily reported. It effectively dealt with trouble¬ 
makers and separatists, it said, "firmly removing signs 
of danger before they broke out into public order 
problems" ... Raidi and Gyamco signed an agreement 
with leaders of prefectures and cities, and all levels 
down to the village and individual security officials also 
signed. These measures are intended to deal, the paper 
said, with the "comparatively grim" situation where 
splittism, crime, gambling and prostitution are rife, in 
advance of the celebrations of the 30th anniversary of 
founding of the TAR. (3 June) 

23 May: The final instalment of Gyaincain Norbu's 
report was broadcast on Lhasa TV. He made the 
following points ... To celebrate the 30th anniversary of 
the TAR, we must: do good publicity work; avoid 
ostentation and waste; public security departments 
must ensure security during the celebrations. (1 July) 

21 June: Lhasa public security bureau is to launch a 
special campaign against criminal activities from early 
June to mid-July in line with orders to "ensure safety" 
in celebrating the 30th anniversary of the foundation of 
the TAR, Lhasa TV reported. It will place equal stress 
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on crackdown and prevention, temporary and 
permanent solutions. As of 20 June, it had cracked 194 
criminal and security cases, the station said. (6 July) 

5 July: A meeting for around 1000 people including 
important regional leaders, was held to launch 
preparations for the forthcoming 30th anniversary of 
the TAR, Lhasa radio said. Danzim, TAR deputy party 
secretary, spoke of practical arrangements and urged all 
to prepare with quality and efficiency, while Raidi, 
executive deputy party secretary, called on all to be 
aware of the significance of the celebrations and treat 
the occasion as "A very important political mission". 
(19 July) 

15 July: Tibetan authorities began tightening 
regulations on the entry of foreign visitors to the region 
in May to forestall any independence moves ahead of 
the 30th anniversary of the Chinese takeover of Tibet, 
Beijing sources reported, according to Kyodo. The 
sources said municipal authorities had restricted the 
stay of foreign visitors in the city, reports from which 
showed signs of a rising independence movement since 
May when the Dalai Lama declared the reincarnation of 
the Panchen Lama. The CCP instructed Tibetan 
authorities to ensure foreigners obtained in advance 
entry permits from the TAR government, the sources 
said. Foreign travellers were now required in principle to 
register their passport numbers and occupations with 
Tibetan authorities, and free travel to the region was no 
longer allowed. 

Security would be tightened from 15 August-15 
September, when ceremonies to mark the TAR 
anniversary would be held. During that period, no 
foreigners would be allowed to visit the region except 
those invited, the sources said. Tibet Daily reported on 
2 July that a political leader [unspecified] had made an 
inspection tour of Xigaze, the agency concluded. (18 
July) 

17 July: Scores of journalists from more than 100 
Chinese and foreign news papers and agencies have 
arrived in Lhasa for the 30th anniversary of the 
foundation of the TAR, Xinhua reported. Some will be 
invited to attend the celebrations, to be held in 
September. Newsmen from coastal areas will get the 
chance to tour other parts of Tibet as well to report 
what they see, Xinhua added. The central government 
is to send a delegation to Lhasa for the September 
anniversary. (18 July) 

12 August: Celebrations for the anniversary of the 
founding of the TAR on 1 September will include both 
local and major national performance troupes and a 
parade of yaks as part of the military display, Xinhua 


said. As prelude, the Lhasa Economic and Trade Fair 
'95 (18-20 August) will be "unprecedented" in scale, an 
official said. (14 August) 

13 August: Work on projects in Lhasa is gearing up to 
get finished by the 30th anniversary of the TAR on 1 
September, Xinhua reported. Paving is finished in Potala 
square, with three white pagodas erected. This was one 
of the 62 projects planned, and involved 110m yuan of 
central government investment. The 670 households 
who were moved to make room for the new square are 
now in housing totalling 57,000 sq m, now the largest 
residential quarter in Lhasa. Improvements to the 
highway along with Lhasa river is nearly finished. The 
100km road from Lhasa to Gonggar will also be 
renovated. Renovation of houses in Lhasa's old city, 
with new sewers and toilets, is complete. "The House 
Property Bureau of Lhasa City has invested 18m yuan 
to build houses for 420 households with housing 
difficulty, in a bid to make more local residents move 
into standard residential areas". Other projects are also 
going ahead. (15 August) 

25 Aug: A symposium was held at the Great Hall of the 
People in Beijing to mark the 30th anniversary of the 
founding of the TAR, Xinhua reported. Speakers 
included Ismail Amat, state councillor and minister of 
the State Nationalities Affairs Commission, and Ngapoi 
Ngawang Jigme, vice-chairman of the CPPCC. The 
latter said that the great achievements of the past 30 
years proved that regional autonomy reflects Beijing's 
"determination to stick to the principle of equality, 
unity, mutual help and common prosperity". (30 Aug) 

28 Aug: Danzim gave a press briefing as curtain-raiser 
for the anniversary, Xinhua reported. He praised the 
progress of reform, economic growth and rise in 
standard of living. (31 Aug) 

29 Aug: A 70-strong delegation from Beijing, led by 
Vice-Premier Wu Bangguo, arrived in Lhasa to mark the 
30th anniversary of the TAR on 1 September. The 
delegation included officials from the central committee, 
the National People's Congress (NPC) standing 
committee, the national committee of the Political 
Consultative Conference (CPPCC), the PLA, the All 
China Federation of Trade Unions, the Communist 
Youth League, All China Women's Federation and 
leaders of areas which have projects in Tibet. (31 Aug) 

30 Aug: Lhasa has been cleaned up and freshly painted 
for the anniversary, Xinhua reported. "Journalists from 
at home and abroad" were said to have arrived in the 
city. (31 Aug) 
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Religion & the Anti-Dalai Lama Campaign 


Chinese Step Up Attack on Dalai Lama 

TIN News Update / 7 April, 1 995a 

The Chinese authorities in Tibet have launched a major 
campaign attacking the Dalai Lama in person and 
accusing him of blasphemy, forgery and distorting 
Buddhism. The campaign, last tried on this scale 20 
years ago, has already sparked off a number of rural 
protests, including four by monks from the Kagyupa 
tradition, a major Buddhist school which had previously 
avoided political confrontation. 

Using virtually unprecedented language, official 
government documents are describing the exile Tibetan 
leader and his officials as the "head of a serpent" which 
must be chopped off. 

The new campaign seeks to discredit the Dalai Lama as 
a religious figure, unlike previous attacks which only 
criticised his political activities. "How much trace of a 
spiritual religious leader is still left in him?" Tibet TV 
viewers were asked by a TV news reader earlier this 
week. 

The TV attack on the Dalai Lama was broadcast on the 
main evening news on 30th March in an item described 
as a "TV Forum" entitled "Is Dalai still the spiritual 
leader of a religion?" The broadcast, an unattributed 
speech implicitly issued by the authorities, indicated 
that the anti-Dalai Lama campaign is now to be aimed 
at ordinary people, and that the campaign will be carried 
out throughout the Tibet Autonomous Region. 

Until now the campaign has been targetted at officials 
and party members, who were asked the same question 
in a lengthy article published in Tibet Daily, the regional 
Party newspaper, on 10th March, according to the 
BBC's Summary of World Broadcasts. The TV 
broadcast this week gave official party endorsement to 
the newspaper article, which had been signed by an 
unknown Chinese named Xuan Wen in order to suggest 
that it did not at that time represent official policy. 

Both the TV statement and the newspaper article say 
that the Dalai Lama has "forged" Buddhist texts, 
"altered" the teachings and "violated" the principles of 
Buddhism. Buddhism, the articles insist, advocates 
detachment from worldly affairs, whereas the Dalai 
Lama has allegedly told his followers to support Tibetan 
independence as part of their religious practice. 

Tibet Daily describes this as "wildly attempting to use 
godly strength to poison and bewitch the masses". It 
accuses the "so-called spiritual leader" and "separatist 
chieftain" of incorporating "Tibet independence" into his 
sermons. "Such flagrant deceptiveness and 
demagoguery constitute a blasphemy to Buddhism", 
says the paper. 

The Dalai Lama's followers are accused of "demanding" 
that Tibetans hang the Dalai Lama's portraits in 
monasteries. Foreign tourists who have visited Tibet 
say that they are constantly asked by Tibetans for Dalai 
Lama photographs. 


Individual attacks by the Chinese on the Tibetan leader 
have been extremely rare, especially since September 
1987, when the Party last criticised him personally 
after he addressed a group of congressmen in the 
United States. The brief propaganda drive sparked off a 
series of street demonstrations in Lhasa which are still 
continuing. Since then Party propagandists have been 
careful to criticise the "Dalai Clique" rather than the 
Dalai Lama himself. A TV broadcast on 11th February 
referred to "splittist elements headed by the Dalai", a 
derogatory term indicating that a change in tone was 
imminent, but such remarks are extremely rare in public 
statements. 

Administering and Adapting Religion 

The current campaign against the Dalai Lama is 
exceptional because it attacks his spiritual abilities, for 
which the Chinese have since 1979 allowed people to 
show respect. A senior Party figure contacted in Tibet 
confirmed to TIN that such language had not been used 
since the Cultural Revolution, which finished in 1976. 

The decision to attack the exile leader personally, which 
involves considerable risks for the Chinese, was made 
last July at a major policy conference in Beijing called 
the Third National Forum on Work in Tibet. According to 
initial publicity, the Forum, which was attended by all 
China's top leaders, was dedicated to raising 2.3 bln 
yuan for investment in the economic development of 
the Tibet Autonomous Region, but since November it 
has gradually become clear that its main purpose was 
to launch an attack on religion in Tibet. 

In technical terms the Forum decided that the attack 
should be divided into two aspects: administration of 
religion and reform of religion. "On the basis of law we 
should enhance the administrative work in the field of 
religion, and guide religion to be an appropriate practice 
according to the socialist system," said deputy 
secretary Raidi at an internal speech on the Forum in 
September 1994. 

The practice of "enhancing administration" was clarified 
in articles in the Tibet Daily on 25th November 1994 
and in great detail in the 10th March article, which 
announced strict quotas on the number of monks and 
nuns in each monastery, limits on the construction of 
any new monasteries or nunneries, and the expulsion of 
any monks or nuns over the quota or under 18 years of 
age. 

The November article, which was extracted from an 
official handbook on the Third Forum's decisions called 
"the Golden Bridge to A New Era", had given a vague 
indication of the second aspect of the religious 
campaign: "Tibetan Buddhism must self-reform and 
adapt itself to the socialist system, and this must be 
taught and guided. They must adapt themselves to suit 
the developments and stability of Tibet." 

The current propaganda implements this plan to reform 
Buddhism, which turns out to mean that under 
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socialism Tibetan Buddhists are allowed to be religious 
but are not allowed to regard the Dalai Lama as a 
religious leader. 

"The main spirit of the Third Forum is to adapt Tibetan 
Buddhism, to reform it, and to separate the Dalai Lama 
from Tibetan Buddhism", a Tibetan party member in 
Tibet told TIN. "It is impossible. It is like trying to say 
that the Pope is not the head of the Catholic Church," 
he added. 

To Kill a Serpent , We Must First Chop off its Head 

The instruction to attack the Dalai Lama in person was 
printed in "Golden Bridge to a New Era", the official 
handbook of the Third National Forum, published in 
October 1994. "We must always have a clear view of 
Dalai and reveal his double-faced true colour as much as 
possible. The force at the fore of the fight against 
separatism is the fight against the Dalai clique," says 
the book. 

"As we say, to kill a serpent, we must first chop off its 
head, and if we don't act accordingly we can not 
succeed completely in this struggle," continues the 
handbook, leaving it ambiguous whether the threat 
applies just to the Dalai Lama or to the exile 
Government as a whole. 

In his key briefing to the Tibet Party Committee on 5th 
September 1994 deputy secretary Raidi also called for 
the head of the serpent to be cut off, but the phrase 
was omitted from the public text of Raidi's speech, 
published in Tibet Daily the following day and issued in 
translation by the BBC's Summary of World Broadcasts 
on 26th September. 

Tibetan Responses 

The TV broadcast of the anti-Dalai Lama statements 
indicates that the campaign will already have been 
initiated in most government offices, and that 
government employees will have to attend meetings at 
which they will be asked to state their attitude to the 
official statements. Opinions are divided over whether 
Tibetans, who regard insulting the Dalai Lama as the 
most offensive form of Chinese polemic, will accept the 
new campaign. 

"No-one in Tibet will believe these things but I don't 
expect anyone to stand up and say they don't agree," 
said one Tibetan from Lhasa. "Anyone speaking out will 
be knocking against a rock. Nobody will be foolish 
enough to give their own opinion. If they do they will be 
finished," he said. 

However so far this year there have already been more 
demonstrations than in any equivalent period for five 
years, most of them in monasteries and nunneries in 
rural areas outside Lhasa. The rural incidents, details of 
which are still nuclear, could be a response to early 
attempts by party work teams to implement the new 
rulings. 

Teams of officials from the Public Security Offices, the 
Religious Affairs Bureau and local leaders were sent in 
the beginning of December 1994 to monasteries and 
nunneries near Lhasa to impose the new restrictions, 


according to unofficial sources. Similar work teams had 
been sent out three months earlier to set up the new 
policies. The December teams are said to have 
demanded responsibility contracts from the heads of 
monasteries, as well as from parents and monastery 
sponsors, guaranteeing that their members would not 
take part in protests. 

"After that the monks and nuns were forced to put their 
fingerprints on a written document which stated that 
they would not join the splittists, and their photographs 
were taken," said the Tibetan, who said that in some 
areas the monks had refused to co-operate. Two 
protests in December, both by monks from Sang-ngag 
Khar monastery 25 km east of Lhasa, are known to 
have been sparked off by demands from visiting work 
teams. 

Last May, two months before the new hard-line policy 
on religion was approved by the Beijing leadership, a 
Tibetan politician warned the Chinese authorities that a 
crack-down on religion could be counter-productive. 
"We shouldn't forget that during the Cultural 
Revolution, atheism was publicised on a large scale 
amongst the masses, but got the opposite result," 
Rongwo Lobsang Dondrup told a session of the Tibet 
branch of the Political Consultative Conference, 
according to documents seen by TIN. "Instead of 
accepting atheism, the aftermath amongst the masses 
had grave consequences. It is time for us to learn these 
lessons," he said. 

Provoking Sectarian Divisions 

TIN News Update / 7 April, 1 995b 

A campaign launched by the Chinese authorities to 
criticise the Dalai Lama, head of the Gelugpa school of 
Tibetan Buddhism, appears to be leading to protests by 
monks from other Buddhist schools. 

There have been four protests at previously peaceful 
monasteries associated with the Kagyupa school since 
October last year, when the Kagyupa leader was feted 
in Beijing by China's president Jiang Zemin in an 
apparent attempt to set him up as a competitor to the 
Dalai Lama. 

The official campaign against the Dalai Lama, initiated 
by a meeting in Beijing in July 1994 but only getting 
into full swing this week, repeats well-used Cultural 
Revolution propaganda describing him as a feudal serf 
owner "who must use the skulls of human beings to 
recite scriptures". But it introduces a new attack: that 
the Gelugpa school, which the Dalai Lama leads, is not 
the leading sect in Tibetan Buddhism. 

The splittists are trying to inflate the status of the Dalai 
Lama "by arbitrarily describing him, one of the leaders 
of the Dge-lugs-pa, in turn one of the four main sects of 
Tibetan Buddhists, as the common leader of all Buddhist 
sects in Tibet", said the Tibet Daily in an article 
published on 10th March and repeated in a TV 
announcement on 30th March. 

The argument appears to be an attempt to incite 
factional rivalry between the major Buddhist sects, and 
follows extensive efforts by the Chinese authorities to 
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elevate the standing of the Karmapa, leader of the 
Kagyupa school of Tibetan Buddhism. 

The Karmapa, who lives at Tsurphu monastery 50 km 
north-west of Lhasa, was officially recognised as an 
incarnation by the Chinese state in 1991 and has since 
been lavishly praised by the official Chinese media and 
government leaders. He was taken to Beijing to be a 
guest of honour of the Chinese president during the 
parade marking China's National Day on 1st October 
1994. 

On 21st October officials in Lhasa announced that 
Tsurphu monastery had won an award for its 
"outstanding patriotic and law-abiding performance”. 
"The government respects religious affairs and cares 
much about the Garmaba", Xinhua, the official Chinese 
news agency, said on 25th October. 

Attempts to promote sectarian conflict have previously 
been confined to academic articles which were not 
intended for public distribution. "Power should have 
been in the hands of the Geju [Kagyupa] sect and 
should have had nothing to do with the Gelu [Gelugpa] 
sect (Dalai), who were therefore illegally in power in 
Tibet" during the Republican period, a Tibetan historian 
wrote in the internal journal, The Bulletin of Tibet 
Communist Party History, in 1988. 

Protests by Kagyupa Monasteries 

The current attempt to promote the Karmapa as an 
alternate leader to the Dalai Lama has already run into 
difficulties. When Xinhua quoted the Karmapa last year 
as saying he was a patriotic lama who wanted to unite 
the motherland, the statement was ridiculed by 
Tibetans. "The Chinese taught him to say this; he 
doesn't know what patriotic is and what uniting the 
motherland means," one Tibetan in Lhasa told TIN, 
pointing out the farce of citing political statements by 
the Karmapa, who is only 11 years old. "The Chinese 
think that the Karmapa will become a Chinese Lama, 
but the Karmapa will never do that, because he is a 
Tibetan Lama," they added. 

The comment has an unexpected veracity, because in 
the last three months the general view that Kagyupa 
monks would not join the dissident movement has been 
shattered, with protests taking place in at least four 
monasteries with Kagyupa affiliations. 

Kagyupa dissent emerged, for the first known time in 
recent years, in early January this year, when a pro¬ 
independence protest was staged by monks at the 
monastery of Yamure, 99 km north east of Lhasa. The 
protest, reportedly sparked off by officials demanding 
that photographs of the Dalai Lama be banned, led to a 
raid on the monastery by over 100 troops. 

On 28th January eight Tibetans, including three monks 
from the local Kagyupa monastery, were arrested from 
Katsel, a village 65 km north-east of Lhasa in 
Meldrogungkar county, after pro-independence posters 
were put up or dissident books were found in their 
rooms. 

In February seven monks from the monastery of 
Taglung, 65 km north of Lhasa, were arrested. Taglung, 


like Yamure, is affiliated to a branch of the Kagyupa 
school. The monks had travelled to Lhasa to stage their 
protests in two groups, one group demonstrating on or 
around 11th February and the second on 15th February. 

But most surprising is news of protests against the 
Chinese manipulation of the Karmapa by five monks 
from the Karmapa's own seat at Tsurphu. In December 
or January four of the five men fled from the monastery 
after they were accused of putting up dissident posters, 
but were arrested in Shigatse as they tried to escape to 
India; the fifth escaped. 

The monks are said to have left letters in their rooms 
accusing the Chinese authorities of taking advantage of 
the child Karmapa. The letters also said that the anti- 
Dalai Lama campaign was unacceptable, according to 
one source. Three of the detainees were senior monks 
at Tsurphu, including Kyigen, the main chant master of 
the monastery, as well as another who acted as chant 
master and oner who was the monastery's "ge-gok" or 
deputy disciplinarian. The five men are said to be held in 
Toelung county prison. 

Although much of the pro-independence activity inside 
Tibet has been led by monks and nuns from Gelugpa 
institutions, there has been intense dissident activity 
among monasteries and nunneries of the other sects, 
such as the Nyingmapa nunnery at Shungseb and the 
Sakya monastery of Dunbu Choekor in Chideshol. 

Anti-Abbot Campaign Begins, Aims to Eliminate 
Dalai Lama Influence 

TIN News Update / 5 December, 1995 

The Chinese authorities have initiated a public 
denunciation campaign against a former Tibetan abbot, 
the first such move in Tibet in 15 years, indicating that 
preparations are under way for a major purge of pro- 
Tibetan cadres and religious leaders in Tibet. The 
campaign is linked to a new attempt by the authorities 
to eradicate the influence of the Dalai Lama from 
Tibetan Buddhism as well as from politics, and includes 
hints of a possible withdrawal of religious freedoms. 

Tibetan religious leaders at all levels have been told this 
week to prepare written and oral statements criticising 
the Dalai Lama and attacking Chadrel Rinpoche, the 
former abbot of Tashilhunpo. The statements are 
described as tests of their loyalty at what is called "this 
critical juncture", according to Chinese media reports 
from Tibet. 

The tests of the Tibetan leaders, which are likely to be 
followed by a purge of those who cannot prove their 
loyalty to the authorities, are included within the 
propaganda offensive supporting the appointment of a 
rival child to the position of Panchen Lama, the highest 
Tibetan leader to remain in Tibet after the Dalai Lama's 
flight to India in 1959. 

The intense propaganda output over the Panchen Lama 
dispute, which reached a peak with the naming of the 
Chinese-supported appointee in Lhasa on Wednesday 
29th November, has served to divert attention from the 
escalating attack on Tibetan cadres and traditional 
leaders, and has provided new opportunities for their 
loyalty to be assessed. 
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First Denunciation of a Tibetan Leader since 1980 

The launching of the attack against Chadrel Rinpoche 
last month signals the first known public campaign 
against a senior Tibetan figure in Tibet since at least 
1980. In that year the Chinese reformer Hu Yaobang 
introduced a liberalisation policy in Tibet based on 
promoting former Tibetan aristocrats and lamas to high 
status positions and permitting Tibetan religion to 
flourish in return for loyalty to Beijing. 

The Panchen Lama selection this week, together with 
the anti-Chadrel campaign, symbolises the end of 
China's policy of concessions towards Tibetans and has 
led to widespread disillusion among cadres and officials 
in Lhasa, according to reports from the Tibetan capital. 
"People who have pinned their careers to the service of 
the state on the understanding that they can modify it 
to local conditions are finding that the policy they had 
always relied upon was false," said one western Tibet 
analyst who was in Lhasa last week. 

"What has happened with the Panchen Lama 
reincarnation is a final breach of their trust. I heard 
several people talk about friends or relatives who had 
been loyal to the cause and were now disgusted," 
added the observer, who asked not to be named. 

On 4th November, nearly six months after he 
disappeared, Chinese officials stated for the first time 
that the disgraced abbot had committed an offence. 
They did not criticise him by name until Thursday 30th 
November. 

Until now the Chinese Government has said that 
Chadrel Rinpoche was not in detention and on 21st 
August described him as receiving medical treatment in 
an unspecified hospital. The abbot, who disappeared in 
May three days after the Dalai Lama announced the 
name of the new Panchen Lama, is accused of 
communicating with the exile leader about which child 
to identify as the reincarnation. 

Identifying Nationalist Cadres 

The Chinese authorities first expressed public concern 
about the loyalty of Tibetan leaders in October 1991, 
but the evidence of a major effort to deal with the 
problem emerged only last Sunday 24th November 
when a top religious leader, Pagphalha Gelek Namgyal, 
told "upper strata" Tibetans that they would be judged 
by their performance in criticising the Dalai Lama. 

The Tibetan leaders have been told they must perform 
well on four questions - "exposing and criticising the 
Dalai", "criticising the crimes" of Chadrel Rinpoche, 
"resolutely negating the so-called reincarnated boy" 
identified by the Dalai Lama as the new Panchen Lama, 
and accepting the Chinese approved method of 
selecting lamas. 

Their performance on these issues "is a major political 
question that serves as the main basis for determining 
whether the political orientation, stand and viewpoint of 
cadres ... and Political Consultative Conference 
members is correct," Pagphalha told a meeting of 


members of the Consultative Conference, which 
includes all prominent lay and religious figures in Tibet. 

"At the same time, it also serves as the main basis for 
determining whether patriots are worthy of the name," 
he told the meeting, saying that all Consultative 
Conference members would have to give written and 
verbal statements "condemning the Dalai", according to 
a Tibet TV broadcast monitored by the BBC. 

"The people will judge your practical performance in this 
serious political struggle," he said, using language 
which is much stronger and more threatening than 
previous statements. 

The decision to launch a drive against pro-Tibetan 
cadres was made by Party leaders at the Third National 
Forum on Work in Tibet, a top level meeting held in 
Beijing in July 1994. "A few Party members and cadres 
at grass-roots levels do not even have a clear attitude 
towards separatists ... If we let these phenomena drift 
then the strength of the separatists may grow stronger 
and there will be serious consequences", warned the 
leaders in their decision, issued in a relatively mild 
public form as a book entitled "the Golden Bridge" on 
1st October 1994. 

Internal documents show that about the Third Forum 
ordered officials to first identify unreliable cadres by 
imposing a ban on religious possessions. "All Party 
members, especially leading members, are not allowed 
to put up religious symbols, Dalai photos and altars in 
their house, and should not have prayer rooms", 
executive deputy Party Secretary Raidi told a Tibet 
party meeting on the Third Forum on 5th September 
1994, according to an internal transcript of his speech. 

The ban on religious symbols and Dalai Lama 
photographs was a device to identify suspects, but 
initially it could only be applied to party members, who 
make an express commitment to atheism. By the 
autumn of 1994 the same test had been extended to 
include most government officials, who are allowed to 
be religious but who are now told that worship of the 
Dalai Lama is a political question because of his 
opposition to the government. 

This week's announcement by Pagphalha means that 
the testing process has been extended to Consultative 
Conference members, most of whom are not Party 
members and who include all the main religious leaders 
as well as lay officials. 

Since religious leaders cannot be banned from having 
religious symbols, the Panchen Lama dispute may have 
been over-played partly in order to provide an 
opportunity to test them. The Chinese needed to reject 
the Dalai Lama's solo decision on the Panchen Lama 
succession in order to re-establish their claim to 
sovereignty over Tibet, but they could have avoided 
further confrontation by including the Gendun Choekyi 
Nyima, the child named by the Dalai Lama, in their final 
selection ceremony, which involved a lottery of three 
candidates. 

Indications of China's underlying objectives came last 
week with the attack on six year old Gendun Choekyi 
Nyima for having once drowned a dog, and with the 
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denunciation of Chadrel Rinpoche. Neither of these 
moves was necessary to establish China's candidate as 
the new Panchen Lama, and the denunciation of Chadrel 
could embarrass Beijing, since it implies that they were 
misleading journalists when they said he was ill in 
hospital. 

The Panchen Lama dispute included what may have 
been an earlier attempt to push pro-nationalist Tibetan 
leaders into the open by making them denounce the 
Dalai Lama's decision to name the reincarnation. By 
August almost all Tibetan leaders had acceded to 
Chinese demands that they criticise the Dalai Lama's 
stance on the dispute, but their criticism was limited to 
procedural technicalities: only one said that the child 
identified by the Dalai Lama was not the real 
reincarnation. The criticism of the child and the abbot 
has provided Beijing with campaign targets about which 
Tibetan leaders may find it harder to equivocate. 

Religious Freedom Conditional 

The attempt to identify nationalists among the cadres 
and leaders of the Tibetan community is part of a wider 
Chinese effort to overcome support for the Tibetan 
independence movement. "We must wage a resolute 
struggle against the Dalai and clear out his influence in 
all areas", said Pagphalha, indicating what appears to 
be the official description of China's latest policy 
objective in Tibet. 

The slogan represents a new development for the 
Chinese, who previously have sought to overcome the 
Dalai Lama in political affairs. The new campaign is 
unique because it aims to eradicate his role from religion 
as well. "Only by adopting a clear-cut stand ... to totally 
wipe out his influence can Tibet enjoy long-term 
stability and can Tibetan Buddhism establish a normal 
religious order", according to a statement by Xinhua on 
29th November. 

The speeches, all using the pejorative form "Dalai", 
describe the exile Tibetan leader as "the biggest 
obstacle to the establishment of a normal order for 
Tibetan Buddhism". His actions are described as 
"running counter to the dignified and deeply-felt 
religious rituals of Buddhism" and as "an out-and-out 
calamity for Tibet and religion." 

The apparent aim to remove the Dalai Lama from 
Tibetan Buddhism is paralleled by a revised position on 
religious belief, with the Chinese authorities now 
suggesting that only supporters of the state have the 
right to be religious believers. "A qualified believer 
should, first of all be a patriot", Xinhua said on 
Wednesday, the day the China-backed Panchen Lama 
was named. "Any legitimate religion invariably makes 
patriotism the primary requirement for believers," it 
continued. 

The new statements on religion include what could be 
seen as a threat to withdraw the current freedom to 
practice religion in Tibet. "If [the Dalai Lama's] words 
are followed, Tibetan Buddhism will be led onto a path 
of going against the interests of the people and the 
laws of the country, thereby endangering its due 
position and future in Chinese society", said Xinhua, 
according to the BBC Monitoring Service on 2nd 


December. China imposed restrictions on the spread of 
religion in November 1994, but this is the first time 
there has been a hint of a possible withdrawal of 
religious freedoms. 


Chinese Press on Religion 

Summaries of selected articles from the Chinese press 
concerning religion in TAR and Qinghai, February-August 
1994. The first date is the date the article was published or 
broadcast in China. The date in brackets at the end of each 
paragraph is the date the article was published in the BBC 
Summary of World Broadcasts. 

Highlights: Tibet Daily attacks cadres who are lax about 
religion, and calls for more attention to be paid to 
managing religion. On 10th March it announces that 
The Dalai Lama has altered religious doctrines and 
forged scriptures, and says there are too many 
monasteries, monks and nuns. Officials cannot have 
Dalai Lama photographs and Party members must be 
atheists. On 30th March Lhasa TV asks if the Dalai still 
the spiritual leader of a religion?" Religion should be 
more clearly separated from politics and distinguished 
from superstition. On 3rd July it says Buddhism should 
be "guided" towards adapting to socialist society. 
"Active guidance [should be combined with] struggle 
against ... lamas [who] are engaged in separatist 
activities". Struggling against these "bad elements" 
cannot be regarded as struggling against Tibetan 
Buddhism, the article notes. 

Three new laws have been passed in the TAR to 
regulate (1) monasteries (2) religious affairs (3) the 
selection of lamas. The TAR has begun to train officials 
in registering places of religious activities in Tibet so the 
government can "improve the management of religious 
affairs". Legal Paper calls for stronger laws against 
crimes by shamans, geomancers, tomb-builders and 
people who spread rumours about ghosts in China. 

6 Feb: Superstition and shamanism have a "negative 
effect" on society, China's legal newspaper Fazhi Ribao 
claimed. "Feudal and superstitious activities are 
rampant", it said. "Shamanic witches dance into 
frenzies, geomancers search for auspicious locations". 
Some people make ghost films, some spread ghost 
rumours to promote sales, some companies "develop 
ghost resources" by "building palaces for the King of 
Hell". These, the paper said, had caused the following 
crimes: fooling people into spending money, destroying 
the natural environment (by building tombs), causing 
alarm by spreading rumours (such as that Mao Zedong 
and Chiang Kaishek had started a war in the nether 
world). The party and legal system should be 
strengthened to deal with this, the paper declared. (14 
March 95) 

25 Feb: The 17th Garmaba [Karmapa] living Buddha 
was given an inscribed board by the State Council's 
Religious Affairs Bureau, Xinhua reported on 27 
February. This took place at the Tsurphu monastery,, 
northwest of Lhasa. The board, three metres long and 
one metre wide, read "Our Solemn Land", in both 
Chinese and Tibetan characters. The ceremony was to 
commemorate the living Buddha's ascendancy to the 
holy throne in 1992, Xinhua said. (6 March) 
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27 Feb: Tibet has not effectively implemented the 
party's policy on religion, an article in the Tibet Daily 
claimed. Some comrades "let things drift", the paper 
said, laying undue emphasis on freedom. As a result, 
some issues have become "hidden troubles" for Tibet's 
social stability and obstacles to economic development. 
Religion must be separated from political and 
government affairs; support must be won from people 
in educational and religious circles; correct religious 
activities must be distinguished from criminal or 
superstitious activities. "[Splitting] the motherland 
under the cloak of religion" is one of the "contradictions 
between ourselves and the enemy". Nationality and 
religion are separate, and we must distinguish them 
when working in Tibet, the paper affirms. While there is 
freedom of religion within the constitution, "it is 
absolutely impermissible to make use of religion to 
oppose the party leadership and the socialist system" or 
to "disrupt social stability, the unity among nationalities 
and the unification of the motherland". "We must pay 
more attention to managing religious affairs according 
to law", the article says. (1 5 March 95) 

10 March: Citing the Third Forum [held in Beijing in 
1 994 to discuss Tibet policy] the Tibet Daily urged a 
struggle against the "Dalai clique" and a clamp-down on 
religion and monasteries. Among its allegations, it said 
the clique had altered religious doctrine and forged 
Buddhist scriptures, and called the Dalai Lama a 
"separatist chieftain" and "rebel leader who has 
betrayed his own motherland". The Third Forum had 
studied past policies for Tibet and produced "guidelines" 
for "managing Tibetan affairs during the new period", 
the article said, adding that "our fight with the Dalai 
clique is not a fight over religious belief or Tibet's 
autonomy, but a struggle between us and our enemy 
over the need to safeguard our motherland's 
unification". 

Countermeasures should include strengthenin 
g control over monasteries. There are far too many 
monks and nuns, the article claimed, and far too many 
monasteries, whose support sets burdens on ordinary 
people. Some monasteries have become the clique's 
"bastions for carrying out separatist activities". 
Monastic leaders must be "patriotic" [i.e. pro-Chinese]. 

Government and party members must not 
decorate their houses with pictures of the Dalai Lama or 
religious insignias, and may not send their children to 
study in schools which the Dalai clique has set up 
outside Tibet. "We must purify our ranks", "there is no 
leeway for compromise", the article adds. 

Policies on religion must be correctly followed. 
"We must protect legitimate religious activities [but] 
must also educate and guide Tibetan Buddhism to 
reform itself so that it is compatible with our socialist 
society". The article emphasises that freedom to 
believe in religion does not apply to Communist Party 
members. It also notes that religion is useful since it 
causes people to behave better. (28 March 95. N.B. A 
passage inadvertently omitted from this text was 
printed as a correction in SWB 30 March 95) 

14 April: Soinam [Sonam], a Tibetan farmer in Kaxi 
village near Xigaze [Shigatse], does not believe in 
religion, Xinhua said. A former village head, he 


attributed his current prosperity to the government's 
correct policy, not to the Buddha. However, he takes 
part in an annual ceremony to sacrifice to a ghost who 
looks after the woods. "Although it is a religious 
activity, it is good for protecting the woods", he said. 
(17 April 95) 

30 March: Lhasa TV broadcast an attack on the "Dalai 
clique" in which it said the clique had used the role of 
the Dalai as leader of Yellow Lamaism to cover up his 
other role as leaders of the splittists. "They portrayed 
[him] as a good, merciful hero even though he is a 
representative of the class of cruel serf owners, who 
must use the skulls of human beings to recite scriptures 
and the shank bones of human beings as musical 
instruments ... prior to 1959. ... They declared that a 
shout of Tibet independence and Long Live Dalai would 
be equivalent to 100 million recitations of the scriptures 
... To attain their goal of splitting the motherland, the 
Dalai clique went to the length of violating religious 
doctrines... We cannot help raising the question: Is the 
Dalai still the spiritual leader of a religion?" (3 April 95) 

29 April: The TAR has promulgated a series of 
regulations on religious activities to give local ethnic 
minorities legal guarantees for religious beliefs, Xinhua 
reported. These include a regulation on the Democratic 
Management of Lamaseries, the Management of 
Religious Affairs in Tibet, a Detailed Rule on the 
Reincarnation of the Living Buddha, plus others. "Local 
officials say that enforcement of the regulations will 
separate political actions from religious affairs, and 
ensure freedom of religious belief among local people", 
Xinhua added. Local government has given funds to 
support religious affairs, helped revive more than 40 
traditional Buddhist festivals, and repaired or opened 
some 1,600 public places for religious activities, 
according to local sources. Tibet has distributed copper 
Buddhist figures and musical instruments weighing a 
total of over 350 tons to all lamaseries and issued more 
than 1,000 copies of Buddhist sutras. It also set up the 
Tibet Buddhist Seminary and sent students to pursue 
advanced studies at the Beijing Advanced Tibetan 
Buddhist Seminary. So far over 3,000 students have 
graduated, local sources said. Tibet delegations have 
visited Nepal, Japan, Burma, Thailand, the US and 
Europe and hosted over 100 foreign delegations and 
tens of thousands of foreign visitors, Xinhua concluded. 
(1 May) 

22 May: The first ever tripartite Buddhist conference, 
including nearly 1,000 Buddhists from China, south 
Korea and Japan, opened to a warm welcome from 
China's government and party. Xinhua reported the 
government had spent hundreds of millions of yuan on 
renovation of old temples, bring the total number of 
religious sites in China to 68,000. The two-day 
conference agreed to set up a Liaison Committee for 
friendly exchange, and that further meetings would be 
held in 1996 and 1997. (27 May) 

23 May: The final instalment of Gyaincain Norbu's work 
report for the TAR Government to the NPC was 
broadcast on Lhasa TV. He made the following points: 
Properly handle religious and minority affairs; promote 
education among minorities and foster their culture; 
"attach importance to the use and development of the 
Tibetan language"; manage religious affairs properly by: 
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1. protecting the legitimate rights and interests of 
monks and religious people; 2. using religion to 
undermine national solidarity is forbidden; 3. tighten 
management of lamaseries; 4. "support and encourage 
patriotic persons in religious circles to handle their jobs 
properly concerning lamaseries and religious followers"; 
5. respected freedom of religion and repudiate 
subversion and separatism ("We should make sure that 
a reincarnation of the high living Buddha is found 
according to the central government's measures"). (1 
July) 

27 June: The TAR has begun to train officials in 
registering places of religious activities in Tibet, Tibet 
Daily reported. Jipu Pingcuocideng [Phuntsog Tseten], 
vice-chairman of the TAR government, said that 
registration was necessary to give the places legal 
status and for the government to "improve the 
management of religious affairs". The process of 
registration should be used to publicise the party's 
policies on religion, he added. (21 July) 

3 July: Tibetan Buddhism should be "guided" towards 
adapting to socialist society, an article in Tibet Daily 
asserted. "Active guidance [should be combined with] 
struggle against individuals", the "small number of 
lamas [who] are engaged in separatist activities". 
Struggling against these "bad elements" cannot be 
regarded as struggling against Tibetan Buddhism, the 
article notes. 

But this struggle is not the "principal form of 
struggle", the article continues. More important, the 
policy should be "a lengthy process of exerting subtle 
influences that can only be completed in a step-by-step 
manner through tireless efforts and a tremendous 
amount of painstaking work on our part". 

This policy should be effected as follows: 1. by 
carrying out correctly and with continuity the party's 
policy on religion; 2. ensuring participation of religious 
representatives on People's Congresses and branches of 
the CPPCC in the discussion and administration of state 
affairs; 3. stepping up political, ideological and 
propaganda work; 4. ensuring that cadres are younger, 
more revolutionary, better educated and better trained 
ideologically; 5. strengthening primary party 
organisations; 6. fostering close ties between mass 
organisations involved in workers', youth and women's 
affairs with religious believers; 7. Making "full use of a 
certain degree of compatibility between the religious 
ethics of Tibetan Buddhism and the basic ethics of the 
socialist society..."; 8. Vigorously improving temple 
management. 

Temple management is currently "the difficult 
part" as it relates to what the article calls the 
indiscriminate construction of temples, the sharp 
increase in the number of lamas, and the substantial 
number of youths among the new lamas. 

The article outlines steps for dealing with these 
problems: "We can restrict the indiscriminate 
construction of temples; set the number of lamas in 
existing temples; control the number of youths inducted 
into religion; intensify our efforts to establish ... the 
personnel in charge of confirming the living Buddha's 


reincarnation; and safeguard the reins of leadership on 
temple management committees". 

"Will these interfere with religion?" the article 
asks rhetorically, replying "We should draw a distinction 
on policy grounds. There is no government that does 
not exercise management over religion ... We should ... 
take account of the fact that the Dalai Lama has always 
used religion to carry out separatist activities". (5 
August) 

12 July: Four monasteries in Hainan Tibetan 
Autonomous prefecture in Qinghai have bought 
insurance from a local insurance company, "sources" 
say, Xinhua reported. The four, three in Gonghe county 
and one in Guinan county, spent nearly 1m yuan buying 
insurance for their property. Five years ago, Xinhua 
said, there was little insurance in Guinan, but last year 
it reached 1.13m yuan. With Tibetans making up one 
fourth of the population and almost all Tibetans being 
religious, Qinghai has a large number of monasteries, 
Xinhua noted. Hence the insurance prospects seem to 
be bright, Xinhua concluded. (14 July) 

19 July: Dengba Daje, a 33-year-old Tibetan 
businessman from Dege [Derge] County, in the Tibetan 
Autonomous Prefecture of Ganzi [Kantse] in Sichuan, 
gave 236 precious religious items and cultural relics to 
the Potala, Xinhua reported. Dengba reportedly said the 
relics were his whole collection made over the past few 
years, some inherited and some purchased. (21 July) 


Chinese Press on Internal Politics 

Summaries of selected articles from the Chinese press 
concerning internal politics in TAR and Qinghai, February- 
August 1 994. 

Highlights: Party Secretary Chen says in March that 
Tibet is at its best period in terms of development but in 
July says the gap between Tibet and coastal China is 
widening. In March the anti-splittist situation is 
described as "grim". Fighting the independence 
movement is a form of class struggle. On 10th March a 
major attack on the Dalai Lama accuses him of altering 
the religion, being a tool of the west, sending 
infiltrators, and luring young Tibetans to leave. 
Restrictions are imposed on monasteries and monks, 
and officials have to withdraw children from exile 
schools. The "Dalai" is a western tool. On 30th March 
Lhasa TV questions whether the Dalai is a religious 
leader. The anti-splittist struggle was still "intense" in 
April. China should no longer continue its "extreme 
forbearance" and "lenient attitude" towards members 
of the "Dalai clique". A vice-Governor says officials 
should spend less time boasting. 

Only 92 out of 431 members of the CPPCC in Tibet are 
Tibetan. In May nearly 30% of deputies to the TAR 
People's Congress session did not appear. The 
campaign against the Dalai Lama's announcement of 
the Panchen Lama begins. Subsidies for the 62 projects 
decided by the Third Forum rise from 2.3 to 2.67bn 
yuan. In June Raidi and Gyaltsen Norbu visit Gyantse 
and speak below a giant picture of Mao, and then visit 
Shigatse to speak out against the recognition of the 
Panchen Lama. In July the anti-splittist struggle is 
"becoming acute and complicated" and by end of July it 
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is a "severe test of all people". 17 out of 43 members 
did not attend the July meeting of the TAR congress 
standing committee. Background campaigns continue, 
including learning from the work of model cadre Kong 
Fansen, strengthening management of religion, patriotic 
education, and, in July, praise the autonomy system. 
Major efforts are made to prepare for the 30th 
Anniversary celebrations and to enhance economic 
development as prescribed by the Third Forum. The 
anti-splittist struggle continues. 

30 Jan: The anti-splittist struggle is a form of class 
struggle, an article in the Tibet Daily claimed. It was 
necessary to prevent splittist activities spreading to 
farming and pastoral areas. Splittists were exploiting 
the TAR's poverty to provoke dissatisfaction and 
youngsters were being targeted, it said. In response, the 
work of Beijing's Third Forum on Tibet should be 
publicised; a media offensive exposing the Dalai clique 
be launched; unity among nationalities be promoted; 
education in patriotism for youngsters be strengthened; 
management and education of cadres also be 
strengthened; corruption be avoided to gain further 
popular support. (8 April 95) 

23 Feb: Danzim [Tenzin], deputy secretary of the TAR 
party, praised the work of "patriots" who worked with 
the Chinese Communist Party at a tea party held to 
celebrate the Tibetan New Year, Lhasa TV reported. He 
also praised those who worked for economic reform and 
construction, the unity of nationalities and the 
"motherland" and opposed "splittism". "The CCP will 
never forget old friends who have ... co-operated with 
the party over a long time". He also spoke of "uniting all 
forces that can be united" among different strata of 
society, including Tibetans overseas. (6 March) 

3 March: Chen Kuiyuan, party secretary of the TAR, 
said "Tibet is now in one of the optimum periods in 
history, facing a favourable opportunity". People's Daily 
reported. It had made steady economic progress in 
recent years and last year it had set records in 
economic growth. (28 March 95) 

10 March: The Third Forum [held in Beijing last year to 
discuss Tibet policy] "pointed out that Tibet's situation 
was basically stable, but that the anti-separatist 
struggle remained very grim", the Tibet Daily reported in 
an article which attacked the "Dalai clique" and urged 
struggle against it and a clamp-down on religion and 
monasteries. 

The article claimed the "Dalai clique" was a 
"tool used by hostile forces in the west in a wild 
attempt to 'westernise' and 'disintegrate' China". 
Among its allegations, it said the clique had altered 
religious doctrine and forged Buddhist scriptures, and 
called the Dalai Lama a "separatist chieftain" and "rebel 
leader who has betrayed his own motherland". The 
Third Forum had studied past policies for Tibet and 
produced "guidelines" for "managing Tibetan affairs 
during the new period", the article said, adding that 
"our fight with the Dalai clique is not a fight over 
religious belief or Tibet's autonomy, but a struggle 
between us and our enemy over the need to safeguard 
our motherland's unification". 


The paper enumerated "factors which can 
cause instability" in Tibet as follows: the Dalai clique’s 
intensified infiltration and subversion, its campaign for 
popular support, and its sabotage. Infiltration came 
through radio, audio-visuals, publications, cultural and 
economic contacts, sending people in to Tibet to 
instigate rebellion and luring people, especially young 
people, into leaving Tibet. 

Countermeasures should include cracking down 
on crime and separatist activities, rebut the Dalai 
Lama's propaganda, wiping out underground reactionary 
organisations and cutting the channels through which 
the clique infiltrates into Tibet. Control over monasteries 
should be strengthened, limits imposed on monks, nuns, 
and monasteries. Government and party members must 
not decorate their houses with pictures of the Dalai 
Lama or religious insignias, and may not send their 
children to study in schools which the Dalai clique has 
set up outside Tibet. "We must purify our ranks", 
"there is no leeway for compromise", the article adds. 
(28 March 95. N.B. A passage inadvertently omitted 
from this text was printed as a correction in SWB 30 
March 95) 

15 March: Raidi [Ragti], chairman of the TAR people's 
congress, said in an interview that the central 
government's policy towards the Dalai Lama remained 
consistent, according to Xinhua. "We hope he will 
abandon separatism ... and return to contribute to the 
prosperity and happiness of the Tibetan people", he 
said, adding that the door to talks remained open. (17 
March 95) 

28 March: The "Dalai clique" is the product of the 
imperialist policy of interfering in Tibetan affairs and 
separating it from China, a programme on Lhasa TV 
affirmed. The 1959 rebellion launched by the local Tibet 
government and the hierarchy was plotted along with 
"foreign reactionary forces". Paghla Tuden [Thubten], 
the Dalai's chief aide at the time, instructed the rebels 
to expand their armed forces rapidly because there 
would be foreign assistance. "This shows that foreign 
forces' instigation and support were the fundamental 
causes of the rebels' venture". The programme also 
alleged that without support from western forces, the 
"Dalai clique" could hardly exist. These forces are using 
the clique as a tool to "disintegrate" China. Thus, it 
adds, the intensity of the Dalai clique's activities is 
totally determined by the strength of support from the 
west. "This is why the Dalai clique's activities are 
sometimes rampant and sometimes more restrained". 
(31 March 95) 

30 March: Lhasa TV broadcast an attack on the "Dalai 
clique" in which it said the clique had used the role of 
the Dalai as leader of Yellow Lamaism to cover up his 
other role as leader of the splittists and as a feudal lord 
who had violated religious doctrine by preaching 
independence. "We cannot help raising the question: Is 
the Dalai still the spiritual leader of a religion?" (3 April 
95) 

6 April: "The Third Central Forum on Tibet Work has 
pointed out that the situation in Tibet is basically stable, 
but the anti-splittism struggle there remains intense", 
Lhasa TV said. The key to maintaining stability, the 
station continued, was to wage struggle against the 
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"Dalai clique". Among other accusations, it said the 
Dalai Lama was the ringleader of the "splittist clique", 
taking advantage of his religious position to influence 
"vast numbers of religious followers". To unmask the 
"Dalai clique" and struggle in other ways were 
"important political tasks". (17 April 95) 

6 April: Kong Fansen, at one time secretary of the Ngari 
prefectural party committee, who died "in the line of 
duty" last November, has become the focus of a 
campaign to "Learn from Comrade Kong Fansen", 
Xinhua reported. Comrade Kong, "had a deep love for 
his native place [Shandong]" but answered the party's 
call to work in Tibet. He endured high altitudes and icy 
mountains, never abused his position to seek gain but 
adopted Tibetan orphans, cared for sick and needy 
compatriots and persisted in studying Marxist-Leninist- 
Mao Zedong Thought and Deng's theory on building 
socialism with Chinese characteristics. We "need 
thousands upon thousands of good cadres like Kong 
Fansen", said Xinhua. (8 April 95) 

8 April: China has displayed "extreme forbearance" 
towards members of the "Dalai clique", Lhasa TV said. 
"This lenient attitude" had been taken as a sign of 
weakness by the clique, who have provoked a string of 
clashes. China should no longer treat it lightly, the radio 
said, and people should be aware that the struggle 
against the clique was not directed at religion but at 
preserving the unity of the motherland. (18 April 95) 

13 April: Puqung [Buchung], vice-chairman of the TAR 
people's congress standing committee, presided over a 
meeting of the committee at which guidelines from the 
NPC were studied and the date fixed for the TAR 
people's congress, Lhasa radio reported. It also heard 
proposals on draft procedures for the transfer or sale of 
land-use rights for state-owned land in Lhasa. (2 May) 

15 April: Kong Fansen, a Han Chinese cadre, sacrificed 
his life to the development of Tibet, the People's Daily 
claimed. Quoting a song of which Kong was allegedly 
"very fond", the People's Daily added "The sun and 
moon have the same mother, whose name is 
brightness; the Han and Tibetan nationalities have the 
same mother whose name is China". Kong "knew that 
Tibet has been an inalienable part of the sacred territory 
of the great motherland since ancient times and the 
Tibetan people are our own flesh and blood ... he 
believed he should implement the party's policy towards 
nationalities in an exemplary way". (28 April 95) 

10-27 April: In addition to TAR items, the BBC 
monitored items related to Kong Fansen during this 
period from the following radio stations (figures in 
brackets indicate number of reports): Guangzhou (3), 
Kunming (5), Xining (6), Guiyang (3), Zhengzhou (1), 
Lanzhou (1), Changsha (2), Nanchang (2), Fuzhou (3), 
Haikou (1). (12 May) 

21 April: The Third Forum put forward key policies on 
Tibet's development and social stability, Yang 
Chuantang declared in an article in Tibet Daily. Besides 
economic issues, the third of these said that officials 
should formulate specific measures in propaganda work 
and similar to maintain stability despite the activities of 
the Dalai clique, and focus on economic development 
and the opening up of Tibet to the world especially in 


regard to its natural resources. Fourth, "we should 
display a solid work style", investigating real needs and 
spending less time socialising and boasting. (8 May) 

24 April: Destabilising factors, in particular the Dalai 
clique in recent years, have obstructed progress in 
Tibet, the Tibet Daily said in an article that discussed 
infiltration from abroad, the need for development and 
the importance of a good party work-style and political 
stability. The clique had "intensified its effort to preach 
the idea of 'independence' to cadres, monks, laymen, 
the masses and upper circles and incite them to 
splittism", it noted. Splittists were using the rifts 
created by religious and ethnic issues, especially in the 
Cultural Revolution. (8 May) 

5 May: The standing committee of the sixth TAR 
committee of the CPPCC held its eighth meeting and 
was attended by a number of regional vice-chairmen 
and members of the national CPPCC in Tibet, according 
to Lhasa TV. Cadres from the TAR propaganda 
department, nationalities and religious affairs 
commission, Buddhist Association and lower-level 
officials were also present. The meeting was given the 
guidelines issued by the national CPPCC. (8 May) 

8 May: China has trained many ethnic cadres for Tibet, 
claimed a despatch from Lhasa published in the 
People's Daily on 9 May. Danzim, currently deputy 
secretary of the TAR party committee, graduated from 
Fudan university and previously worked as a journalist 
and then as head of the regional cultural department. 
Luoga [Loga], now head of TAR science and technology 
commission, was once a "top student" at the Central 
Institute of Nationalities; Ciwang Junmei [Tsewang 
Junme?], who graduated from Beijing Normal 
University, has served as university lecturer, 
department head, university president and President of 
Tibet Institute of Nationalities. Since 1980 the Central 
Party School has been running a special class for 
minority cadres from Tibet. As of 1993, Tibet annually 
sends some 100 minority cadres for training in 
economically developed areas. Currently Tibetan cadres 
account for 72.1 % of total cadres in Tibet. (23 June) 

10 May: The 14th session of the sixth TAR people's 
congress standing committee closed, Lhasa TV 
reported. The work report was adopted for submission 
to the full congress and some appointments and 
dismissals (unspecified) were announced. Present were 
committee vice-chairmen Puqung [Buchung], Sengqen 
Lozong Gyaincain [Sengchen Lobsang Gyaltsen], Pudoje 
[Bu Dorje], Samding Doje Pamo Deqinquzhen [Dorje 
Phagmo], Gong Daxi [Gong Tashi], Tian Fujun, 
Baimaduoji [Pema Dorje] and Cui Jiguo. Among non¬ 
voting delegates present was Gyamco [Gyatso], 
executive vice-chairman of the TAR government. (15 
May) 

13 May: The third session of the sixth TAR committee 
of the CPPCC opened, Xinhua reported. Vice-chairman 
of the NPC standing committee and chairman of the 
TAR CPPCC Pagbalha Geleg Namgyai presided. 
Attending the meeting were 431 members, of whom 
92 were ethnic Tibetans. Lhamin Soinam Lhunzhub, 
vice-chairman, delivered a report. (15 May) 
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17 May: The TAR people's congress has adopted a 
regulation "guaranteeing people's right to file 
complaints with higher authorities", Xinhua reported. 
(24 May) 

17 May: Suggestions from people's deputies to the 
TAR congress have been given full attention, an official 
said, according to Xinhua. Most related to issues 
concerning the general public or projects of economic 
significance. Last year, noting suggestions on price 
controls, the government had curbed price increases. A 
proposal to include Risong Guoba township in the 
poverty relief programme was accepted, as was a 
suggestion on the protection of wildlife and forests from 
deputies from Zhalang [Dranang] county, the agency 
said. (24 May 

13 May: Chen Kuiyuan, party secretary, urged harder 
work and clearer understanding by officials to greet the 
upcoming regional people's congress and CPPCC 
meeting, Tibet Daily reported on 14 May. He also urged 
listeners to learn from Kong Fansen. (29 May) 

15 May: Twenty percent of deputies were absent from 
the opening meeting of the third session of the sixth 
TAR congress, Lhasa TV revealed. Of the 445 deputies 
who should have attended, only 358 appeared. Raidi 
presided, there were eight chairpersons on the rostrum, 
along with party, government and military leaders. (26 
May) 

24 May: The 11-day third session of the sixth TAR 
committee of the CPPCC closed with a statement 
condemning the Dalai Lama and electing an additional 
vice-chairman (Yang Youcai - a Tibetan), Xinhua 
reported. (27 May) 

25 May: Tibet Daily celebrated the end of the Congress 
and CPPCC sessions, praising the work of the Third 
Forum, which set targets for economic development, 
and attacking the Dalai Lama as "the principal root 
cause affecting Tibet's stability". (30 May) 

25 May: The report of the Third Session of the Sixth 
TAR congress, meeting in Lhasa, agreed that "marked 
progress" had been made in reform and opening up 
during 1994, Lhasa TV said. Economic construction 
accelerated and "new progress" was made in "social 
undertaking". It added that "The situation in the entire 
region was stable and the great unity among people of 
all nationalities was further consolidated". Future 
reforms were to include planning, finance, investment, 
taxation, banking and the social security system. 
Agriculture and animal husbandry should get priority. 
AT the same time, the building of a "socialist spiritual 
civilisation", unity among nationalities and the struggle 
against "splittist activities" should all be enhanced, it 
said. (3 June) 

25 May: The third session of the sixth TAR congress 
closed with resolutions adopting the government work 
report, the economic plans, finance and budget, and 
reports by the judiciary, procuratorate and government, 
Tibet Daily reported. It also adopted a resolution 
opposing the Dalai Lama's "illegal announcement" of 
the Panchen Lama reincarnation. The BBC noted that 
the absentee rate at the session had risen to 29% - of 
the 445 delegates who should have been present, only 


318 appeared. The others were either on sick leave or 
absent "for some reason". (13 June) 

15 June: Two forums opened in Lhasa, one for 
chairmen of eight regions/provinces and the other to 
discuss legislative affairs of five regional/provincial 
people's congresses, Lhasa TV reported. Attending 
were chairmen of congresses of Shaanxi, Gansu, 
Ningxia, Xinjiang, Yunnan, Inner Mongolia and Tibet, 
plus persons in charge of congress legislative affairs 
committees of Sichuan, Yunnan, Guizhou, Guangxi and 
Tibet. Raidi, executive deputy secretary of TAR 
congress, spoke, stressing the importance of last year's 
Third Forum on Tibet, attacking the Dalai Lama for his 
announcement that the reincarnation of the Panchen 
Lama had been found, and noting the changes in Tibet 
since the foundation of the Tibet Autonomous Region in 
1965. Yang Song (described by the BBC's report on the 
video as "a neatly dressed male, in his forties"), who is 
vice-chairman of the TAR government, noted that 
assistance offered for the 62 projects scheduled by the 
Third Forum had risen from 2.38bn yuan to 2.676bn. 
(19 June) 

22 May: Gyaincain Norbu's government report part 3, 
instalment 2, to the TAR congress, was broadcast by 
Lhasa TV. In this he made the following points: Make 
comprehensive efforts to improve public order and 
combat crime; step up propaganda and ideological work 
and guide the media; strengthen grass-roots political 
power and improve the cadres; learn from the model 
cadre Kong Fansen. (1 July) 

23 May: The final instalment of Gyaincain Norbu's 
report was broadcast on Lhasa TV. He made the 
following points: Properly handle religious and minority 
affairs; promote education among minorities and foster 
their culture; "attach importance to the use and 
development of the Tibetan language"; manage religious 
affairs properly by: 1. protecting the legitimate rights 
and interests of monks and religious people; 2. using 
religion to undermine national solidarity is forbidden; 3. 
tighten management of lamaseries; 4. "support and 
encourage patriotic persons in religious circles to handle 
their jobs properly concerning lamaseries and religious 
followers"; 5. respected freedom of religion and 
repudiate subversion and separatism ("We should make 
sure that a reincarnation of the high living Buddha is 
found according to the central government's 
measures"); 6. tighten efforts to build a socialist 
democratic and legal system; 7. continue the fight 
against corruption. To celebrate the 30th anniversary of 
the TAR, we must: do good publicity work; avoid 
ostentation and waste; public security departments 
must ensure security during the celebrations. (1 July) 

22 June: According to Lhasa radio on 28 June, Tibet 
leaders Raidi and Gyaincain Norbu, on a trip to Gyanze, 
urged listeners to 1. stick to the policy of the Third 
Forum on Tibet; 2. Realise the "sabotage" by the Dalai 
Lama, who had declared the reincarnation of the 
Panchen Lama; 3. focus on economic development, 
especially the attraction of investment in resources and 
handicrafts; 4. improve management in leading groups 
by enabling Han newcomers and old hands to work 
together; 5. hold to the principle of the unity of the 
Tibetan and Han nationalities, particularly now when 
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"the struggle of anti-separatism is becoming acute and 
complicated". (18 July) 

22 June: Raidi, executive deputy secretary of the TAR 
committee and chairman of the regional congress, along 
with Gyaincain Norbu, executive deputy secretary of 
the regional party committee and chairman of the TAR 
government, inspected Gyangtse [Gyantse], Lhasa TV 
reported on 29 June. They stressed that implementing 
the Third Forum guide-lines, working on economic 
construction and stabilising Tibet's situation were the 
"main assignments" today and in future. The two 
officials were seen on video speaking underneath a 
huge portrait of Chairman Mao. Projects they visited 
included the Mania irrigation project. In addition the two 
claimed that the "root causes of Tibet's current 
instability" was the "Dalai clique's interference and 
sabotage", in particular the naming of the reincarnated 
Panchen Lama on 14 May. They also urged utilisation of 
Tibet's natural resources and handicrafts and 
strengthening of the levels of party and government, 
plus avoidance of ethnic friction. (25 July) 

2 July: According to Tibet Daily, Raidi and Gyaincain 
Norbu, on an inspection trip to Shigatse, heard work 
reports by the party committee, sat in on a discussion 
by members of the CPPCC, attended a meeting of the 
Tashi Lhunpo Lamasery Democratic Management 
Committee and the Looking for the Reincarnated Child 
of the Panchen Lama Leading Group, and inspected key 
water conservation facilities at Gyangze [Gyantse], 
Bainang [Panam] and Mania, Thusong reservoir, Tanghe 
power station, Dongga bridge, Duiqion agricultural zone 
and Bainang rapeseed base. They urged: adherence to 
economic construction, putting agriculture and animal 
husbandry first, constructing the 62 Third Forum 
projects, improving finance in county and townships 
and stabilising prices. They also noted the importance 
of stockbreeding. They claimed that the "current 
struggle" was a "severe test of all people". (29 July) 

23 July: The 30-year-old autonomous law and system 
have brought "social stability and prosperity" to Tibet, 
visiting officials claimed, Xinhua reported. The visitors 
were headed by Wang Chaowen, chairman of the 
Nationalities Committee of the NPC. The group 
observed that a large number of Tibetan and other 
ethnic-origin people occupied leading posts "at various 
levels". Over seventy-one percent of officials were 
ethnic minorities and over 73% of specialists and 
technicians were also of ethnic minority origin. Also, 
the report claimed, freedom of religious belief is also 
guaranteed. (25 July) 

1 July: Tibet Daily celebrated the 74th anniversary of 
the founding of the CCP with an editorial which called 
on Tibetans to implement the guide-lines of the Third 
Forum and repudiate the "class nature, political scheme 
and criminal acts of Dalai and its splittist clique". It also 
demanded that Tibetan party members follow the party 
line in condemning the Dalai Lama's confirmation of the 
Panchen Lama's reincarnation. (19 July) 

12 July: The meeting of the TAR congress standing 
committee closed, Lhasa TV reported. Seventeen of the 
43 members were absent. (22 July) 


7 July: Puqung, vice-chairman of the TAR congress, 
told a visiting NPC team led by Wang Chaowen, of the 
NPC Nationalities Committee, that use of the Tibetan 
language had spread since legislation in 1987, Lhasa TV 
reported on 10 July. Dual-language teaching in primary 
and middle schools had been "quite widespread", while 
"Tibetan and Han languages ... have been used to 
varying degrees on ... sign-boards, forms, envelopes, 
postcards, lined papers, posters, house number plates, 
official documents, radio and TV broadcasts, 
newspapers and magazines". On the need for a 
nationalities' legal system, Puqung stressed only unity 
and stability, and noted that the TAR congress had 
furthered this by opposing the Dalai Lama's 
announcement of the reincarnation of the Panchen 
Lama. (4 August) 

6-20 July: A team from the NPC, headed by Wang 
Chaowen, toured Tibet and decided unanimously that 
the regional autonomy system in Tibet had revealed its 
"growing vitality" and brought social stability, unity 
among nationalities and vigorous development, Xinhua 
reported on 23 July. The group heard reports from 
people's congress and government and visited Nyingchi 
[Kongpo], Shannan [Lhokha] and Xigaze [Shigatse]. 
They found that autonomous organisations at all levels 
had been established and improved, that many Tibetans 
and other minorities worked in these, that an ethnic 
legal system was being built up, and that a big training 
effort was going into training Tibetan officials to work 
in economic and technical development. Currently, they 
found, 72.1% of the total number of cadres were 
minority nationalities, and 73.7% of the specialised and 
technical cadres. Religious venues had been rebuilt, the 
Tibet chapter of the Buddhist Association of China had 
been restored and religious festivals revived. Drafting of 
regulations to implement the regional autonomy law 
were being stepped up, the agency said. (4 August) 

29 July: Gyaincain Norbu, speaking to delegates from 
Qamdo [Chamdo] prefecture, said "We must educate 
the broad masses of people to clearly understand the 
true colours of the Dalai Lama, penetratingly expose 
and criticise the Dalai clique, and effectively preserve 
social stability in Tibet". He also urged speedy 
economic development, reform and building "spiritual 
civilisation". (3 August) 

29 July: According to Tibet Daily on 30 July, party 
secretary Chen Kuiyuan, in a speech to the opening 
session of the TAR CCP congress, launched a fierce 
attack on the Dalai Lama, who, he said "has long been 
engaged in betraying Buddhist doctrines and rules ... 
flagrantly interfered with the reincarnation of the 
Buddhist leader the Panchen Lama [and] totally 
squandered the resources with which he cheats the 
Tibetan people". He added the usual Chinese 
exhortations to promoting unity, stability, reform and 
building socialism with Chinese characteristics. (14 
August) 

8 August: A group of Tibetan scholars reviewed the role 
of Tibet in the Anti-Japanese war and attacked those 
who supported "independence for Tibet" and 
"Independence for Taiwan", Xinhua reported on 10 
August. The three leading lamaseries prayed every day 
for the victory of China, while the ninth Panchen Lama 
urged the donation of money, which he performed 
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himself. Following his example, Tibetans gave 

"100,000 fur-lined jackets and a large amount of gold, 
silver, livestock and medicines". (11 August) 

29 July: Party secretary Chen Kuiyuan, who spoke at 
the TAR party congress, made the following points, 
Tibet Daily reported on 3 August: Tibet has seen 
profound changes in the last five years and is doing 
well; however the gap between the TAR and the rest of 
the country is widening; more opening-up, better 
farming, progress in processing industry and 

infrastructure are necessary; education in "spiritual 
civilisation construction" has intensified; the Dalai 
Lama's announcement of the "reincarnated child" has 
been opposed; public security and border control have 
been tightened; united front work and party-building 
have been strengthened; there are still many problems 
because of the "unsound and irrational economy". Chen 
outlined ways of development, urged more party, 
political and ideological work, and further denunciation 
of the "Dalai clique". (29 Aug) 

2 Aug: Raidi, executive deputy party secretary 
announced that the report above had been approved, 
the Tibet Daily announced on 3 August. (29 Aug) 

3 Aug: Chen Kuiyuan made a closing speech at the TAR 
party meeting in which he reiterated the points above 
but also urged the party, and particularly the party 
committee, to improve themselves, to become 
politically strong, open-minded, full of party spirit and 
incorruptible, according to the Tibet Daily on 4 August. 
(29 Aug) 

Qinghai Internal Politics 

Highlights: July Visit by Hu Jintao to Qinghai and 
Golmud, base of the Tibet Military district under 
Xinjiang. 


16 July: Hu Jintao, politburo standing committee 
member, on a recent tour of Qinghai, urged trust in 
people of different nationalities, approved Qinghai's 
opening up, urged more reform, economic construction 
and adherence to the policies of the central authorities, 
Xinhua reported. (29 July) 

14 July: Wang Baosen, former member of Beijing party 
committee and vice-mayor, who committed suicide, and 
former mayor Chen Xitong, were the focus of a meeting 
held by the provincial party committee, Xining radio 
said. Provincial party secretary Yin Kesheng called for 
support for the central government's decision and urged 
cadres to do a good job and work against corruption and 
for the reform and development of the province. (14 
July) 

16 July: Hu Jintao, former Tibet party secretary and 
now member of the ruling politburo standing committee, 
called on officials in Qinghai to work wholeheartedly for 
and with all ethnic groups, Xinhua reported. Hu was on 
a tour of Qinghai 9-16 July. Hu urged that officials 
should trust people since reform policies were meant to 
benefit all. Officials also should stick to the simple life, 
hard work and honesty, he said. Development would 
come if leaders followed the policies of the central 
government, while taking account of local conditions. 
(18 July) 

21 July: Hu Jintao, on a recent trip to Golmud, visited 
cadres and workers of the Tibet office and leading 
cadres of various units of the Tibet Base [military?], 
Lhasa TV reported. Hu noted the importance of Golmud, 
and gave "important instructions" on economic 
development, social stability, the 62 projects set out at 
the Third Forum, improving party leadership, following 
Comrade Deng's line, and on how Tibet Base at Golmud 
could do better in improving services in the market 
economy. 
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Immigration Policy 


Former Soldiers to be Given Permanent Posts in 
Tibet 

TIN News Update/10 April, 1995 [updates note of 20 
February] 

Former Chinese soldiers and paramilitary troops are to 
be transferred to permanent or long-term positions as 
civilian cadres in Tibet, along with technicians and 
specially trained university graduates, according to an 
internal document describing China's new policies for 
Tibet. 

The decision to place more Chinese in Tibet on a long¬ 
term basis marks a change in China's official policy, 
which until now has been to send only Chinese with 
specialist skills to Tibet, and then only on a temporary 
basis. 

"TAR's Military Command and [People's Armed Police] 
Force units should transfer their outstanding officers 
and soldiers to civil work when their military services 
are over. In these ways we should strive to have a 
permanent contingent of cadres in Tibet", says the 
document, in terms reminiscent of China's 1950s policy 
in Xinjiang, where up to a million ex-soldiers were sent 
to establish farms and industries. 

There is no suggestion of agricultural settlement in 
Tibet but, since a major policy conference in July 1994, 
officials have been encouraging more Chinese soldiers, 
cadres and students to work in Tibet. This week the 
People's Daily, China's main paper, published an 
editorial heralding a nation-wide glorification campaign 
in praise of Kong Fansen, an obscure Chinese cadre 
who died in Tibet last November. 

"He understood that Tibet is an inalienable part of the 
great motherland's sacred territory and that Tibet 
cannot develop and prosper without the support of 
cadres and qualified personnel of various kinds from the 
interior of the country. So, once the party issued a call, 
he answered the call and rushed to work in Tibet 
without any hesitation," said the paper on 7th April, 
signalling a propaganda drive to get other Chinese to go 
to Tibet. "We should learn from Comrade Kong 
Fansen's lofty character," it added. 

The new emphasis on the long-term transfer of 
personnel was spelt out by Raidi, a deputy secretary of 
the Party, in an internal speech delivered on 5th 
September 1994 to explain the decisions of the July 
conference - entitled the "Third National Forum on Work 
in Tibet" - to the Tibet Party Committee. The full 42 
page text of the speech, of which a copy was obtained 
by the Tibetan exile government, was distributed 
internally under the title "Document No.5". A public 
version of the speech, printed in the official newspaper 
Tibet Daily the next day, omitted the section on the 
new transfer policy. 

Raidi's speech indicated for the first time that the new 
policy is also intended to settle former troops and other 
Chinese cadres - mainly administrators, technicians and 


officials - in Tibet on a long-term basis. "We must 
practice a good method and take efficient measures to 
obtain a contingent of cadres from different nationalities 
to work in Tibet permanently", adding that "We should 
be far-sighted and strive to have cadres living and 
working long-term in Tibet." 

In Document No.5, Raidi says that the policy is new, 
and that Beijing has ordered provincial governments and 
universities throughout China to fund people to go to 
Tibet. "We should enrol students by deciding that their 
future professional works are [to be] in Tibet. 
Universities in the inner part [of China] should enrol 
those students at their own expense," said Document 
No.5. "The Central Committee has divided the tasks 
and responsibilities amongst other provinces within 
[specified] time limits to support Tibet with people from 
all walks of life as we requested," it continues. "This is 
a new strategy," it adds. 
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"We should continue to import Chinese and other 
nationalities to work in Tibet. We should recruit 
specially trained students, former People's Armed 
Police troops and demobilised soldiers to be cadres" 
- page from The Golden Bridge (TIN Doc 29(WJ)) 


The published handbook on the decisions of the "Third 
National Forum" revealed similar calls for officials to 
arrange for specially trained students as well as former 
soldiers to settle in Tibet. "We should recruit specially 
trained students, former troops of the People's Armed 
Police and demobilised soldiers to be cadres," says page 
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86 of the handbook, entitled " The Golden Bridge To 
Stride Into the New Century - Material to Publicise the 
Spirit of the Third Forum on Work in Tibet". 

"By dividing the task among different areas [provinces 
of China] and by specifying different time-limits, we 
should continue to import Chinese and other 
nationalities to work in Tibet", it continues. The 
handbook, which was issued in Lhasa on 1st October 
1994 by the TAR Communist Party Propaganda 
Committee and published by the TAR People's 
Publishing House (TIN Reference: Doc 29(WJ)), is 
ambiguous about whether the new positions are 
compulsory, and avoids suggesting that the new 
migrants should become long-term settlers. 

Its instructions also call for former Chinese soldiers who 
were brought to work in Tibet in the 1950s to be 
promoted. "Not only should we continuously select and 
withdraw cadres from the interior, according to the 
plans, [but] those who have worked in Tibet for a long 
time and who are outstanding should be selected and 
used," the book says. It praises the work of the "large 
number of soldiers and cadres" who have worked in 
Tibet in the last decades. 

"They worked with high political consciousness and a 
self-sacrificing spirit. They implemented the Central 
Communist Party's policies through overcoming all sorts 
of difficulties. They were well-disciplined and by 
respecting the Tibetan people's traditional customs and 
habits they had a good relationship with the masses, 
and made their contributions to the unification of the 
nationalities and to the development of Tibet," it adds. 

There are indications that, even before the Third Forum, 
Tibetans in semi-official positions were unhappy about 
the policy of importing more non-Tibetans. Two 
Tibetans, named as Dondrup Namgyal and Tsering 
Dorje, told a meeting of Tibet's Political Consultative 
Conference on 17th May 1994 that there were not 
enough teachers from China staying in Lhasa. "Lots of 
cadres who came to help Tibet [as teachers] have gone 
back, and the schools are now short of intellectuals," 
the two said, apparently endorsing the official drive to 
import Chinese staff, according to the official minutes 
of the meeting. They turned the argument round by 
proposing that more Tibetans should be trained. "In 
future, it is important to pay more attention to training 
our region's own intellectuals," they argued. 

Students, Soldiers and Technicians Sent to Tibet 

The decision to encourage movement of students and 
soldiers to Tibet, made at the Third National Forum in 
July 1994, was followed by a series of articles in the 
Chinese press indicating that these policies were 
already being implemented. The articles covered the 
four main categories of migration into Tibet: cadres, 
technicians, soldiers, and entrepreneurs. 

In December 1994 it was announced that 100 college 
graduates would be sent to the Tibet Autonomous 
Region by the Ministry of Personnel after they graduate 
in the summer of 1995. 400 students from China had 
applied for the 100 posts in the TAR after attending a 
China's first "nationwide job fair", held in Xi'an, 
Shaanxi Province in December. 


The graduates are apparently not ordered to go to Tibet 
but are attracted by better wages and perks. The 
"growing interest in jobs in Tibet and other border 
areas" amongst students had arisen because "graduates 
in these regions enjoy better pay, quicker promotion and 
more welfare compared with those working in inland 
cities", reported Xinhua, the official news agency, on 
14th December 1994. 

Besides sending students and soldiers, the authorities 
are also planning to send older cadres and technicians 
to Tibet, apparently in greater numbers than before. 
"We must keep on [getting] the intellectuals to work in 
Tibet by any means. We must continue the system of 
sending cadres to Tibet from inner parts of the 
country," said Document No 5. 

The Chinese authorities announced on 25th February 
1995 that one thousand "outstanding leading officials 
and technicians" from inland China were going to be 
sent to the Tibet Autonomous Region. The cadres 
would "help boost local economy and promote social 
progress", said Xinhua, emphasising that these were 
short term posts: "They are generally under 45 years 
old and will be rotated every five years," it added. 
Similar announcements have been made in recent years, 
but usually involving less than 1 50 cadres. 

Chen: Tibetans Learn Skills When a Hinterlander Makes 
Money 

Before the latest announcement that former troops will 
be stationed in Tibet, the major shift in migration policy 
to Tibet had been the decision in 1992 to speed up the 
flow of petty entrepreneurs from China. 

This had been explained as being in keeping with the 
existing policy of only importing Chinese with special 
skills to Tibet by arguing that Tibetans lack the skill of 
running a road-side stall or shop, referred to by the 
Chinese as "commodity consciousness". The increased 
inflow of entrepreneurs was voluntary and was 
achieved by dropping restrictions on movement 
between provinces and by creating preferential 
conditions for small businesses to start up. 

This policy has been re-emphasised by the Third 
National Forum. "The focal point in Tibet to open the 
door wider should be towards the inner part of the 
country. [...] We should encourage traders, 
investments, economic units and individuals to enter 
our region to run different sorts of enterprises," says 
Document No. 5. 

In an important statement in November 1 994 the Party 
Secretary of the Tibet Autonomous Region, Chen 
Kuiyuan, spelt out for the first time in public what this 
means: more encouragement is to be given to 
entrepreneurs to come from China, most of whom are 
restaurant-owners and shop-keepers who will bring no 
jobs or direct benefit to Tibetans. 

"All localities should have an open mind and welcome 
the opening of various restaurants and stores by people 
from the hinterland", Secretary Chen told an audience in 
Drayab, in Chamdo prefecture, 600 km east of Lhasa, 
according to a Lhasa Radio report on 28th November, 
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monitored by the BBC Summary of World Broadcasts. 
He made it clear that the government's policy was to 
attract entrepreneurs by "offering many preferential 
policies" which would encourage links with areas in 
China. 

Chen assured Tibetans that they would benefit even 
though the money from such enterprises would not go 
directly to them. "They should not be afraid that people 
from the hinterland are taking their money or jobs away. 
Under a socialist market economy, Tibet develops its 
economy and the Tibetan people learn the skills to earn 
money when a hinterlander makes money in Tibet. 
While people from the hinterland are doing business in 
Tibet, they need places to eat and sleep, and this will 
enlarge Tibet's market," said Chen, in an unusually 
frank response to the concerns of Tibetans about the 
increasing number of Chinese traders being encouraged 
to work in Tibet. 

Tibetan officials working for the Chinese administration 
in Tibet have expressed support for the migration 
policy, but their statements before the July conference 
were more ambiguous in tone than those of their 
Chinese colleagues, and do not amount to fulsome 
support for the policy. "The flow of people is not 
necessarily a bad thing and the most important thing is 
whether it is conducive to the development of Tibet," 
Raidi said at a news conference in March 1994. Raidi 
added that 11.9% (about 47,600 people) of the 
400,000 people living in the Lhasa municipality are 
ethnic Chinese, and 87.2% are Tibetan. The figures are 
misleading: the term Lhasa municipality refers to the 
largely rural area usually called Lhasa prefecture, and 
not to Lhasa city. Only about a third of the 400,000 
Tibetans in the Lhasa "municipality" or prefecture live in 
the city of Lhasa. Almost all the 47,000 Chinese 
officially registered in Lhasa live in the city itself, 
making the actual proportion of registered Chinese in 
Lhasa city closer to 30%. 


Chinese Press on Migration and Cadre Transfer 

Summaries of selected articles from the Chinese press and 
other reports concerning on migration and cadre transfer to 
Tibet, February-August 1 994. 

Highlights: 1,000 cadres and technicians will be sent to 
Tibet, and at least 100 graduates, as well as a number 
of graduates who volunteered to join the army in Tibet. 
Officials say variously they will stay only 3, 5, or 8 
years. The articles do not refer to entrepreneurs or any 
migrants other than cadres and students, except for a 
statement by an official which admits that they tried to 
get Chinese to start farming in Tibet, but the attempt 
was unsuccessful. He says that the Chinese visible in 
Lhasa are just members of the "floating population". 

25 Feb: China is to send 1,000 outstanding leading 
officials and technicians to the TAR to help boost local 
economy and promote social progress, according to a 
national meeting, Xinhua reported. They will come from 
14 provinces and 29 ministries and be sent to 44 key 
counties. They are generally under 45 years old and will 
be rotated every five years. (28 Feb) 

1 5 March: Gyaincain Norbu said there was no problem 
of Han immigration into Tibet; the population of 


Tibetans had grown to 2.23m, 96.4% of the total, and 
the Han accounted only for 2.8% of people in the whole 
region, according to Xinhua. (17 March 95) 

22 April: Nearly 2,000 officials in Zhejiang province 
have applied to work in the TAR, Xinhua reported. A 
total of 1,970 officials sent applications to the Zhejiang 
party's organisation department, and 45 will be 
selected to work there, it added. In Taizhou city, where 
the quota was set at three, a total of 553 people 
applied. In one district of Zhoushan city, 82 people 
applied for one job. (25 April 95) 

26 April: Tibet leaders (Chen Kuiyuan, Raidi and 
Gyaincain Norbu) published an article in Tibet Daily on 
the need for "wave upon wave" of cadres like Kong 
Fansen. "We cannot help but deeply miss him", they 
wrote. "His friendly, often smiling face; his Chinese 
laden with Shandong slang; and image of dashing in and 
out in a light swift gait still emerge before our eyes...". 
His life left "a host of precious spiritual wealth ... 
shining with lofty ideals". Kong studied Marxist Leninist 
Mao Zedong thought, Deng's theory on socialism with 
Chinese characteristics, he firmly implemented the 
party's line, resolutely safeguarded the motherland's 
unification ... was clean, honest and led a hard and 
simple life, they said. They urged all to learn from him, 
especially in the period after the launch of the 62 Third 
Forum projects. (11 May) 

27 April: More than 1200 students from 60 colleges 
and universities across China, including Beijing 
University, have signed up to join the army to go to the 
TAR, Xinhua reported. "Many students ... said in an 
accompanying letter that they wanted 'to devote their 
talent and knowledge to the great cause of guarding the 
national territory in Tibet'", Xinhua commented. One 
hundred and sixty-five have already been accepted. (29 
April 95) 

22 June: According to Lhasa radio on 28 June, Tibet 
leaders Raidi and Gyaincain Norbu, on a trip to Gyanze, 
urged listeners to ... improve management in leading 
groups by enabling Han newcomers and old hands to 
work together; and hold to the principle of the unity of 
the Tibetan and Han nationalities, particularly now 
when "the struggle of anti-separatism is becoming 
acute and complicated". (18 July) 

23 June: Xinhua reported that 81 cadres from 32 
ministries were to leave Beijing on 26 June for the TAR. 
A three-day course was run to "familiarise the cadres 
with the party and Chinese government's policy on 
Tibet, its religion, history, living conditions and 
customs". About 500 cadres have been sent already 
this year, and about 100 college graduates who are to 
be assigned to central government departments will join 
them in August, the agency added. (26 June) 

23 June: A three-day training class for cadres of central 
party and state organisations bound for Tibet ended 
today, Xinhua said. Luo Gan, state councillor and 
Secretary-general urged them to do well, including 
"promoting the unity of nationalities and respecting 
minority nationalities' customs and habits as well as 
religious rites". Some 500 cadres from 14 provinces 
and municipalities have arrived in Tibet, and another 
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100 newly enrolled university students will work in 
Tibet this August. (8 July) 

22 July: "There is no such thing as Han immigration" in 
the TAR, Cering Samzhub [Tsering Samdrup], vice- 
chairman of the TAR government, told visiting British 
Foreign Office official Peter Clark, Xinhua reported. 
"Ninety-six percent of the population in the region are 
Tibetans or other local minority groups", he said. The 
figures came from several regional censuses, Cering 
noted. The Han people seen in the streets of Lhasa 
were largely of the "floating population", he added, 
calling it a "normal sight" anywhere nowadays. He said 
the Han could not become citizens of Lhasa nor farmers 
in the region. "Tibet has a large amount of barren land, 
and we have tried to hire farmers from inland areas to 
open up the land, but in vain. They simply could not 
survive the harsh living conditions, not to say doing 
farm work", he noted. A total of 18,000 Han are 
working in Tibet (less than 30% of cadres and workers) 
and most will apply to return to home provinces around 
the age of 30, he said. The TAR has sent back four 
groups of workers since 1980. It has also set up a 
policy of employing graduates from other provinces and 


allowing them to return after eight years. Recently, he 
added, more than 500 cadres were chosen to work in 
Tibet, bringing "information and advanced management 
and even projects, but they are scheduled to work here 
for only three years". There is a very small number of 
Han people who choose to stay, but "they cannot be 
regarded as immigrants" the vice-chairman said. (26 
July) 

6 June: At a symposium for graduates going to work in 
Tibet, Li Lanqing, member of the ruling politburo, 
praised them for their efforts to go where conditions 
were hard, Xinhua reported. These 100 graduates have 
been selected, Xinhua said, from among those assigned 
to central organs in 1995. The selection involves 94 
ministries, commissions and units. The 100 chosen, 
who average 23 years of age, come from more than 70 
colleges and will be posted for three years to 22 units 
under the TAR and 42 units under seven prefectures 
and cities in Tibet. The graduates come from, among 
others, Beijing University, China Politics and Law 
University, Central University of Nationalities, Institute 
of Diplomacy and Tianjin College of Commerce. (19 
July) 


Economy 


Chinese Press on Economy 

Summaries of selected articles from the Chinese press 
concerning economy in the TAR, Amdo and Kham, February- 
August 1994. The first date is the date the article was 
published or broadcast in China. The date in brackets at the 
end of each paragraph is the date the article was published in 
the BBC Summary of World Broadcasts. 

Economic Policy & the Third Forum 

Highlights: Inland China provinces are encouraged to 
invest in Tibet and other western or nationality areas. 
TAR aims to achieve 10% growth rate in 1995, 
compared to 8% in Qinghai. Agriculture is top priority in 
the TAR, followed by infrastructure, in one account, but 
another account says the priority is "the readjustment 
of the industrial structure". In July First Secretary Chen 
says the economy is too much based on agriculture, 
and not enough on secondary and tertiary industry. The 
TAR Chairman says that inflation will be difficult to 
control. A major 25 year rapid development plan for 
Tibet was unveiled by Beijing officials in Chengdu in 
May which "sets the objectives for and tasks of 
developing and managing Tibet’s state land". There are 
constant references to focussing on Tibet's "natural 
resources". 

18 Feb: A Xigaze prefecture delegation visited Shanghai 
and Shandong to study economic development. They 
were met by Mayor Huang Ju and Shandong party and 
government leader Zhao Zhihao. Huang Ju pledged 
support to Xigaze. 


6 March: NPC deputies from Xinjiang, Inner Mongolia 
and Guangxi put proposals to Jiang Zemin on improving 
preferential policies for their regions, Xinhua reported. 
Jiang assured them the eastern and coastal regions 
would help the ethnic minorities. He pointed out the 
economic imbalance between regions was expected to 
last quite some time. He urged local officials to continue 
education in patriotism and socialism among ethnic 
groups and strengthen ethnic unity. (8 March 95) 

9 March: Gyaincain Norbu, in a speech at an NPC panel 
discussion, said boosting economic development was 
Tibet's fundamental interest, Lhasa TV reported. This 
year, he said, growth would be 10%. He noted that as 
consumer goods supplies depended on shipments from 
interior China, it was difficult to control inflation. He 
also noted that Tibet would struggle against splittism. 
Luosang Gyaincain [Lobsang Gyaltsen], NPC deputy and 
administrative commissioner of Nagqu [Nagchu] 
prefecture, said his area would invest in scientific work 
on animal husbandry and animal products processing. 
Xiangba Pingcuo [Shangpa Phuntsog], NPC deputy and 
administrative commissioner of Shannan [Lhokha] 
prefecture, noted there was potential for fodder 
processing, animal husbandry and vegetable production. 
(17 March 95) 

10 March: Hu Jintao, member of the Politburo Standing 
Committee, said "some days ago" that economic 
construction in Tibet should be boosted, patriotism 
strengthened, "patriotic personages" made use of and 
temple and monastery management strengthened, 
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according to the Hong Kong paper Wen Wei Bo on 11 
March. (1 5 March 95) 

8 April: The TAR will increase by 10% in its GDP 
[Gross Domestic Product] this year, the regional 
government said, according to Xinhua. The target is 
4.64bn yuan, a TAR official said. The official also 
announced the following: 1. combined industrial and 
agricultural output will rise by 6.3% to reach 3.04bn 
yuan; 2. Agricultural output will reach 2.43bn yuan, up 
4.5%; 3. Inflation will be kept below 13%; 4. per capita 
income of farmers and herdsmen will rise by 6.3% to 
590 yuan on average; 5. Investment in fixed assets will 
rise by nearly 85% to 3.78bn yuan; imports and 
exports will total US$124m. All this had got off to a 
good start, the spokesman said; in January-March 1995 
industrial production rose 4% and price increases kept 
to below 12%. (10 April 95) 

21 April: The Third Forum mobilised all China to help 
development in Tibet, and Tibet's nationalities are 
joining in with enthusiasm, Yang Chuantang declared in 
an article in Tibet Daily. The Third Forum's goal was to 
achieve 10% average growth by the end of the century, 
getting rid of poverty and achieving a "relatively 
comfortable" living standard. First, Yang said, officials 
had to be realistic and the 10% growth rate was 
intended as an overall average, not a target for every 
area. Second, the prime tasks should be the 
readjustment of the industrial structure, the 
development of industry, infrastructure and education. 
In development, local officials should consider their own 
geographical advantages. [Third is the fight against 
splittism]. (8 May) 

28 April: Construction of 62 projects in the TAR built 
by the state, inland provinces and cities is in full swing, 
according to Gyaincain Norbu, chairman of the TAR 
government, Xinhua reported. Total investment in these 
will be 2.38bn yuan. Despite development, Tibet still 
lags behind other areas, Xinhua said. Its economy has 
developed at an annual speed of 6% since 1985, lower 
than the national average. Thirteen of the 62 projects 
are in farming, 20 in energy, transport and 
telecommunications. Forty-five of the total are 
proceeding smoothly, a local official said, and more than 
400m yuan has been spent so far. Completion will 
mean generating capacity of hydropower will rise by 
30,000 kW and output by 266m kWh. Other figures 
given by Xinhua indicate increases in 
telecommunications, food processing, health, water, 
education and media. By the year 2000, annual 
investment in fixed assets will rise by 30% and GDP by 
10%. (1 May) 

2 May: The 62 economic projects decided by the Third 
Forum were of great significance in improving Tibet's 
backward infrastructure, raising industrial, agricultural 
and livestock production, developing industries with 
local advantages, improving living standards and 
accelerating all-round development, according to 
Gyaincain Norbu, Xinhua reported. Total investment will 
be 2.38bn yuan, and special stress is on infrastructure. 
Of the 62, 42 relate to production. Thirteen projects 
relate to agriculture, of which much the biggest at 
500m yuan is the key Mania irrigation project [near 
Shigatse]. This will regulate irrigation for farmland in the 
Nianchu He [smyeng chu - Nyengchu River] valley and 


increase irrigation for grasslands. Other key facilities are 
rape seed and cashmere processing plants. TV and radio 
spread will increase with the building of satellite ground 
receiver stations. Xigaze's water supply will be 
improved. Most of the 62 projects are near Lhasa. Work 
on 45 has begun. About two thirds will be completed 
before September. Completion of all 62 will add the 
following facilities: 30,000 kW of power generating 
capacity; annual power generated will reach 266m 
kWh; 20,000 telephones; processing capacity for 
17.5m kg of flour; output of rapeseed oil up by 1.5m 
kg; urban water supply up by 16,000 tons, hospital 
beds by 400; middle school enrolment by 4,900; radio 
and TV coverage will rise from 40% and 36.5% to 
56% and 40%. By 2000 the TAR's annual investment 
in fixed assets will increase 30% annually and GNP 
(Gross National Product) 10% annually. (8 May) 

15 May: The TAR GNP [target] for 1995 was set at 
4.64bn yuan, 10% above 1994, Gyaincain Norbu 
reported at the TAR people's congress, according to 
China News Service. Last year it grew by 8.6% over 
1993. Reforms will continue, Gyaincain said, focussing 
on reform, stability and deepening openness. First 
priority will go to agriculture, then transport and 
communications, environmental protection, foreign 
trade and tourism, and macro-economic regulation. (24 
May) 

1 5 May: Gyaincain Norbu also said (in a report carried 
on Lhasa TV on 18 May) that development should be 
speeded to reach a GNP (Gross National Product) of 
4.64bn yuan this year, 10% up in terms of fixed prices. 
He called for focussing on agriculture and animal 
husbandry, development of secondary [processing] 
industry, and the development of tertiary industry 
[services]. He also urged development of energy, 
transport and communications, and the carrying out of 
the projects scheduled for this year. In the next report 
on his speech (on Lhasa TV on 19 May) Norbu urged 
the deepening of reform, control of prices, further 
opening up to the outside world, improvements in 
finance, banking and taxation, development in 
education, social progress and planning work for the 
Ninth Five Year Plan. In the final part of his report 
(Lhasa TV on 20 May), Norbu attacked "splittism" and 
urged "preparations for a long-term struggle". (24 June) 

29 May: China has for the first time formulated a land- 
use plan for Tibet, Xinhua reported. This involves 
"sustained, rapid development of its economy for the 
next 25 years as its goal in catching up with the 
national average level in GNP by the year 2020", the 
agency said. The plan was adopted at a state land 
planning meeting held specially for Tibet in Chengdu 
which over 100 officials from more than 20 ministries 
and commissions, plus eight provinces, regions and 
cities attended. Under the plan, the first step is to 
"basically" deal with the food and clothing problem for 
TAR people, the second to help "18 counties in central 
Tibet say goodbye to poverty", and the third to narrow 
the gap between the TAR and other parts of China. 
Development will be concentrated along major roads 
and rivers, Xinhua said. (1 June) 

29 May: The "Tibet Autonomous Regional Overall Plan 
for State Land" was approved in Chengdu today, the 
People's Daily reported [cf above Xinhua report]. The 
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plan "sets the objectives for and tasks of developing 
and managing Tibet's state land for the next 25 years 
and outlines a magnificent blueprint and lays a solid 
foundation for the trans-century development of Tibet", 
the newspaper said. It was completed after nearly two 
years of work, and includes two sections, one an 
overall programme and the other 12 special 
programmes. [This report contains more detail on the 
timing and location of development, plus types of 
industries etc. to be developed, than the Xinhua story 
above]. (9 June) 

8 June: Construction of "Tibet Mansion" in Beijing has 
started, Xinhua reported. The Mansion, east of the 
Beijing Asian Games village, as a window on Tibet, is 
intended to facilitate economic co-operation with other 
parts of China and accommodate visitors coming from 
and going to Tibet, the agency said. The building will 
cost 200m yuan, some of which Beijing will provide. 
Ngapoi Ngawang Jigme, vice-chairman of the CPPCC, 
and Li Qiyan, mayor of Beijing, were present at the 
cornerstone-laying ceremony. (13 June) 

22 June: Raidi and Gyaincain Norbu urged utilisation of 
Tibet's natural resources and handicrafts, Lhasa TV 
reported on 29 June. (25 July) 

24 Aug: Li Ruihuan, member of the ruling politburo 
standing committee, met a group of entrepreneurs 
which had recently visited Tibet, Xinhua reported. The 
group, organised by the United Front Work Department 
of the CCP and the All-China Federation of Industry and 
Commerce, spent two weeks and signed co-operation 
agreements to the value of 400m yuan and donated 
equipment worth 2.8m yuan. Li said the group had "set 
a good example for other parts of society to help Tibet 
in a creative way". (26 Aug) 

Qinghai: Economic Policy 

19 Feb: Governor Tian Chengping called for GNP to 
increase by 8%, primary industry by 3%, secondary by 
9.5%, tertiary by 9%, Xining radio said. Peasants' and 
herders’ income should rise by 3% and townspeople's 
by 4%, both allowing for price increases. (1 March) 

Sichuan: Economic Policy 

There should be more opening up and development in 
Tibetan areas of Sichuan, plus more propaganda about 
unity and stricter implementation of the party's religious 
policies in order to counter the economic backwardness 
and the increasing pro-independence movement. 

7 June: Xie Shijie, party secretary of Sichuan, said 
economic exploitation of Tibetan areas of the province 
should start as soon as possible, China News Agency 
reported from Beijing on 6 June [sic]. Xie was speaking 
at the end of a work meeting in Chengdu on Tibetan 
minority areas. These areas now had the chance of 
extensive aid from ministries and commissions in 
Beijing, coastal cities, and cities and prefectures in 
Sichuan. Tibetan areas had some unique resources, and 
Tibetans living there were eager to see rapid 
development, he said. Sichuan was trying to solve 
problems of food and clothing and construct energy, 
transport and communications facilities. (13 June) 


7 June: A three-day conference on the Tibetan areas in 
the province ended after "heated discussions" on how 
to promote development and stability. The conference 
also discussed construction projects. Two main 
problems were highlighted by provincial party secretary 
Xie Shijie as follows: relatively slow economic growth, 
which meant a growing gap between the Tibetan areas 
and the hinterland, and the "increasing number of 
splittist activities conducted by the Dalai clique". To 
solve them, he said there should be more reform, 
opening up and development, plus more propaganda, 
education, "nationality solidarity" and strict 
implementation of the party's religious policies. (17 
June) 

21 July: Party secretary Xie Shijie and vice-governors 
Ma Lin and Ou Zegao briefed teams from various 
ministries and commissions about to visit the Tibetan 
areas in the province, Chengdu radio said on 22 July. 
These areas have lagged economically behind the rest. 
The teams will handle agriculture, social undertakings, 
water conservancy and power supplies. The purpose is 
to promote stability through economic development. 
(10 August) 

29 July: Party secretary Chen Kuiyuan, who spoke at 
the TAR party congress, made the following points, 
Tibet Daily reported on 3 August: Tibet has seen 
profound changes in the last five years and is doing 
well; however the gap between the TAR and the rest of 
the country is widening; more opening-up, better 
farming, progress in processing industry and 
infrastructure are necessary; ... there are still many 
problems. "Tibet has a small, low-level, unsound and 
irrational economy ... secondary and tertiary industries 
are too low and the region's economy is notably 
agriculture-based". (29 Aug) 

Economy: Results 

Highlights: Private businesses have become the centre 
of the economy. Consumption is changing rapidly: even 
in the countryside Tibetans are spending more on foods 
other than grain (now only 6% of expenditure in an 
urban sample survey), and on TVs, washing machines 
and refrigerators. Development depends on central 
subsidies. 

The previous year saw 8.6% growth with total output 
given variously as 4.17 or 4.23 bln yuan. Revenue is 
nearly 200 min yuan. 

Industry represents only about 12% of total GDP., but 
increased output by 13% in 1994, a record, with 44% 
coming from non-state industries. Agriculture output 
increased by 5.4%. 

10,000 people work in Tibet's 22 major state 
enterprises. Per capita net income of herders and 
peasants was 555 yuan, based on 1983 prices, or 817 
yuan at current prices. The grain harvest was 640,000 
tons. 

The service sector increased by 12% and produced 
three times as much value as industry, and accounted 
for nearly 40% of the region's GNP. The number of 
service businesses in Tibet reached more than 
200,000, although Xinhua also said impossibly that 
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they employ only 9,300 people. In 1994 retail sales 
increased by 14% to over 2bn yuan. Tibet now has 
10,000 shops handling 10,000 kinds of commodities, 
with annual retail sales reaching 2.5bn yuan. Individual 
and private businesses employ 60,000 people. 

21 Feb: Tibet has accelerated market economic 
development and as a result, individual and private 
businesses have become the "centre-piece" of the 
TAR's commercial activity, Xinhua reported. State 
monopoly has been broken and a multi-channel 
distribution system has gradually begun to take shape. 
According to the TAR Industry and Commerce 
Administration, 99 regular commodity markets have 
been built. Retail sales reached 2.25bn yuan in 1994, 
up 14.68% on 1993. (28 Feb) 

25 Feb: Loans for rural areas rose by 231m yuan to 
452m yuan in 1994, Xinhua reported. Financial 
departments provided 140m yuan for 18 local loss¬ 
making enterprises, five of which have begun to make a 
profit. More than 3,870 poor households benefited from 
bank loans. (28 Feb) 

25 Feb: Nyima Tshering, once a serf, said the TAR had 
seen rapid growth since 1959, Xinhua reported. After 
storing enough grain for his family, he can sell more 
than 1,000 kg of grain each year. He and his son can 
earn over 3,000 yuan a year by doing business. Almost 
all the families in the village have surplus grain. Each 
year the village sells 140,000 kg of grain. Annual per 
capita income is 700 yuan. TAR revenue now stands at 
nearly 200m yuan a year, compared with 4m before 
1959. Now Tibet's economic development depends 
mainly on the central government's support. Subsidies 
and special investments total nearly 30bn yuan since 
1951. (28 Feb) 

1 March: People in the TAR spend more on food and 
clothes, with improvements in their daily lives, Xinhua 
reported. A sample survey of 100 urban households 
involving 348 people shows that consumption of meat, 
poultry, milk, eggs, fruit and vegetables, accounts for 
57.92% of the total and grain only 6.16%. Rural people 
are showing more interest in buying tape-recorders, 
TVs, sewing machines, tractors and motor vehicles. 
The number of washing machines and refrigerators in 
rural households is rising steadily. (15 March 95) 

3 March: Total output in Tibet last year reached 4.1 7bn 
yuan, 8.5% up on 1993, Xinhua reported. Last year the 
state decided to invest 2.38bn yuan in 62 projects, 
which encouraged other local governments to respond 
also. The TAR invested 2.02bn yuan in fixed assets, 
while this year's figure is expected to reach 3.7bn 
yuan. (W 1 5 March 95) 

3 March: Chen Kuiyuan, party secretary of the TAR, 
said Tibet had made steady economic progress in recent 
years. Last year it had set four records; GDP had risen 
8.6%; industry grew 12%; per capita income of 
peasants and herders reached 1000 yuan (in current 
prices) [but see below where it is given as 817 yuan]; 
and total grain output was 640,000 tons, 3% higher 
than in 1993. In addition township enterprises had 
developed fairly rapidly, People's Daily reported. (28 
March 95) 


27 April: Yang Chuantang, deputy secretary of the TAR 
party committee, reported that "economic operations 
were proceeding normally in the first quarter, and a 
better foundation was laid for this year's work", 
according to Tibet Daily. Efforts to build farmland 
projects and increase fertiliser were also up. Livestock 
farming had suffered from winter snow, especially in 
Nagqu prefecture and afforestation was increased. 
Industrial production fell compared with the same period 
last year, but road transport was up. Domestic trade 
increased, but foreign trade fell owing to bad weather 
on the roads and late planning. Foreign investment rose, 
however, and in this period agreements were reached to 
bring in 4.52m yuan and US$820,000. Finance, 
taxation, banking and capital construction proceeded 
smoothly, he said, and reform continued. He urged 
listeners to boost the agricultural economy, work hard 
in industry, build key projects and control prices. (24 
May) 

16 May: The TAR's total economic output value last 
year was 4.23bn yuan, Gyaincain Norbu said at the 
Congress, Xinhua reported. Agricultural output value 
reached 2.33bn yuan, up 5.4%, industry reached 535m 
yuan, up 13.1%, infrastructure was improved, import- 
export volume reached $357m, 3.5 times that of the 
previous year. Tax revenues were up and so were bank 
deposits and retail sales. (24 May) 

22 May: Tibet's service sector, or "tertiary" industry, 
reached a value of 1.6bn yuan in 1994. This was 12% 
up on 1993 and about 40% of the region's total output 
of goods and services, recorded rapid growth last year 
with output value of nearly 1.6bn yuan, 12% over 
1993, Xinhua reported. The value accounted for nearly 
40% of the region's GNP. The number of service 
businesses in Tibet has reached more than 200,000, 
and has been growing at an average speed of some 
10%, two or three percentage points above local GNP. 
(W 31 May) 

22 May: Last year, 60% of the total of 2bn yuan 
invested in capital construction went to tertiary 
industry, Xinhua reported. In 1994 retail sales increased 
by 14% to over 2bn yuan. (W 7 June) 

31 May: All 22 major state-owned enterprises in Tibet 
are showing a profit after enterprise re-structuring, a 
TAR official said, according to Xinhua. They produced 
260m yuan worth of goods in 1994, 56% of TAR 
industrial output value. This was 15% up on the 
previous year. Earnings from sales came to 230m yuan, 
up 23%, the official said. Profits and taxes, at 45m 
yuan, were up nearly 24%. Located in six cities and 
prefectures, the enterprises have fixed assets worth 
637m yuan and employ around 10,000 people. They 
make items like building materials, foodstuffs and 
consumer goods, Xinhua added. (2 June) 

14 April: The TAR progressed last year in reforming 
state-owned enterprises, taxation, investment, foreign 
trade, distribution, social security and public housing, 
the China News Agency reported from Lhasa. Among 
the reforms were: linking pay to efficiency, defining 
property rights, allowing more autonomy, adopting a 
type of VAT, imposing a new income tax, expanding 
the scope of tax, improving foreign trade mechanisms, 
applying new systems to restrain risk and management 
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in fixed asset investment, improving design and 
tendering systems and bringing all workers in state 
organisations under the cover of its general [insurance] 
fund. (16 June) 

15 May: According to Lhasa TV on 17 May, TAR 
chairman Gyaincain Norbu gave the government work 
report to the TAR people's congress. Main points were 
as follows: 

- GNP (Gross National Product) reached 4.23bn yuan, 
up 8.6% on 1993. 

- Total value of agricultural production was 2.32bn 
yuan, up 4.5%. 

- Forestry developed with 56,000 mu afforested, up by 
21,000 mu on 1993. 

- Revenues of village and township enterprises reached 
190m yuan. 

- Total value of industrial production was 535m yuan, 
up 13.1%. 

- Investment in fixed assets totalled 2.021 bn yuan, up 
22 . 86 %. 

- A total of 326m yuan was invested in 32 of the 62 
projects to mark the 30th anniversary of the 
establishment of the TAR. 

The financial and tax situation was good [more details 
given in report]; the market was brisk, living standards 
rose, per capita net income of herders and peasants 
was 555 yuan, based on 1983 prices, and was 817 
yuan at current prices [but see above where Chen says 
it was 1000 yuan]. There were improvements in 
economic structure and education. Reforms proceeded 
smoothly. Problems noted were: measures for reform 
insufficient; market prices unstable; agriculture and 
animal husbandry weak; incomes of farmers rising 
slowly; some state-owned enterprises unable to develop 
because of financial burdens; bureaucracy and 
corruption slow improvement in government. (17 June) 

30 July: Tibet's GDP had experienced "sound growth" 
in the past five years, Xinhua reported. It increased [in 
1994] by 37.7% over 1989, reaching 423m yuan. (31 
July) 

10 August: Twelve key projects in Xigaze prefecture 
have been completed with state aid, Xinhua reported. 
They included a bridge over the Yarlong Zangbo, and 
projects in agriculture, energy, telecommunications, 
culture and education. A water supply system, an 
optical fibre cable linking Xigaze with Lhasa, and work 
on 101 solar TV relay stations, renovation of three 
cross-border highway bridges and an irrigation system 
are either completed or well under way, the agency 
said. (14 August) 

4 June: Tibet has made important reforms in areas such 
as state-owned enterprises and finance and tax, and 
strengthened reform in 62 key enterprises. People's 
Daily reported on 5 June. The Chengdu-Tibet Hotel has 
already issued shares on the Shanghai stock exchange. 
Last year Tibet collected 259m yuan in taxes, 19% up 
on 1993. Taxation, market circulation and foreign trade 
have also been reformed. (26 Aug) 

11 July: China's income tax revenues soared 84.4% to 
4.31 9bn yuan (about $514m) in Jan-May this year, the 
State Administration of Taxation reported, according to 
Xinhua. Tax collection increased from everywhere 
except Tibet, it said. (13 July) 


8 Aug: Lieque [Legchog], vice-chairman of the TAR 
government, said Tibet's GDP [in 1994] was 4.23bn 
yuan, Xinhua reported. The per-capita income of Tibet 
rural dwellers averaged 555 yuan in 1983 prices. The 
grain harvest was 640,000 tons. Large domestic 
animals (e.g., yaks, horses, sheep) reached 22.97m at 
end-94. Tree coverage rose to 18%, with Lhasa having 
370 ha of lawns. Township-run factories produced 
570m yuan worth of goods. "To date", 100 markets 
had sprung up across Tibet and 30 farmers' markets 
had been set up. Tibet now has 10,000 shops handling 
10,000 kinds of commodities, with annual retail sales 
reaching 2.5bn yuan. Imports and exports reached 
US$360m in 1994. Tibet has 9 hotels for overseas 
visitors, with a total of 3,600 beds. The highway 
network reached 22,000 kms and post offices number 
130. Mail services reach all counties and 61 satellite 
telecom ground stations have been built. Urban 
telephone switchboards have capacity of 38,000 lines. 
The first generating unit of the Yamzhog Yumco Lake 
water pumping and energy storing power station is due 
to start operation later this year. Tibet has 3,400 
primary schools, 70 middle schools, 16 secondary 
technical schools and four colleges, with enrolment of 
300,000. (W 16 Aug) 

6 June: About 23,400 new job opportunities have been 
created in the TAR over the past five years, officials 
reported, according to Xinhua. The service trades have 
employed 9,300 people, while individual and private 
businesses have mopped up 60,000 people. However, 
the state-owned sector is still the mainstay, the agency 
said. (9 June) 


Qinghai - Economic Results 

Highlights: In 1994 GDP in Qinghai rose by 8.3% to 
13.5bn yuan, three times the size of TAR output. By far 
the greatest increase was in the tertiary sector, which 
grew by 11% and is now 37% of total product. Grain 
output fell because of a severe drought. Over a third of 
the population are "poor". 

11 Feb: A detailed communique on output in Qinghai in 
1994 was published in the Qinghai Daily on 16 
February. Highlights were: 1. Reforms and opening up 
continued; 2. GDP rose by 8.2% to 13.5bn yuan; 3. 
output of primary industry was 2.4bn yuan, up by 
3.6%; 4. output of secondary industry [processing] was 
6.1bn yuan, up by 8.1%; 5. output of tertiary industry 
[services] was 5bn yuan, up by 11.1%. 6. Total 
agricultural output was affected by disasters including a 
severe drought so that grain output fell but total 
agricultural output value rose by 3.81% to 2.829bn 
yuan. 

Problems were: excessively high inflation; a drop in the 
rate of increase in investment in fixed assets; 
difficulties in state-owned industrial enterprises; and a 
low level of industrial economic yields. (W 12 April 95) 

2 April: Qinghai has more than 1.19m poor people, 
37% of the province's total population, Xinhua 
reported. Since 1990 the province has allocated more 
than 100m yuan for poverty relief work. Because of 


TIN News Review No.24: Reports from Tibet, April to December 1995 43 



this help some 215,000 people rose out of poverty last 
year, the agency claimed. (W 12 April 95) 

10 April: In the first quarter of 1995 industrial 
production grew by 4.7%, Xining radio reported. Light 
industry output rose by 13%. The output value of state 
enterprises was 5.6%, and of collectives 11.9%. (W 10 
May) 

17 April: The province's first quarter figures showed 
GDP at 2.27bn yuan, up 5.3% over 1994 at 
comparable prices, Xining radio reported. Other details 
given by the radio showed rising farm and industrial 
output, trade and investment. (W 3 May) 

2 August: The Qinghai insurance industry has been 
developing here at an average annual rate of 45% since 
1980 when the provincial branch of the People's 
Insurance Company of China resumed business, Xinhua 
reported. A network covering virtually all the province 
has taken shape. PICC Qinghai has also developed its 
foreign business and now has relations with 150 
countries. (W 9 August) 

Sichuan: Economic Results 

Highlights: There are 1.2 million Tibetans in the Tibetan 
areas of Sichuan, which correspond roughly to the 
former Tibetan province of Kham. They are lagging 
behind the rest of Sichuan economically. Their output 
was about the same as that of the TAR - 4bn yuan - in 
1994. The net income of Tibetans in Sichuan averaged 
618 yuan per person in 1994. 

20 June: Some 160,000 Tibetans (out of 1.2m) in 
Tibetan areas of Sichuan have escaped poverty in the 
last six years, Xinhua reported. The cause is sustained 
economic growth. Public health and education in Garze 
[Kantse] and Aba [Ngaba] Tibetan prefectures and Muli 
county have also improved. Increased aid from 
government and rich coastal regions has helped. (22 
June) 

21 June: The GDP of Sichuan's Tibetan-inhabited areas 
amounted to nearly 4bn yuan in 1994, 30% up on 
1989, Xinhua reported. The per capita net income of 
Tibetans in Sichuan averaged 618 yuan in 1994, up 
28% over 1989. The Tibetan population is 
concentrated in Muli County, and Ganzi and Aba 
prefectures, roughly 44% of Sichuan's territory, with a 
population numbering 1.2m, Xinhua said. (W 28 June) 

Agriculture 

Highlights: The TAR produced 620,000 tonnes of grain 
in 1993, and 640,000 in 1994. In early 1995 there 
were severe snowstorms in Nagchu, and by mid-1995 
the TAR was suffering a severe drought in its main 
grain-producing area and water level in the Yarlung 
Tsangpo was down by a third. There is a push to double 
yield within 5 years, mainly in the central rivers valleys. 
The percentage of land given over to rapeseed is 
increasing, as is fertiliser use. Some 8,347 ha of arable 
landed was lost to other uses in the 1980s and the 
share of arable had dropped to 0.1 ha per person by the 
end of 1994. 


7 March: More than 2m yuan in relief funds has been 
sent to Nagqu prefecture in TAR, which has been hit by 
severe snowstorms, Xinhua reported from Nagqu 
[Nagchu]. Yesterday, two teams broke through deep 
snowdrifts and brought relief to Baqen [sbra chen - 
Drachen] and Bangon [dpal mgon - Pangon] counties, 
two of the worst affected areas. Nagqu is Tibet's major 
animal husbandry base. In some villages more than 30 
% of the cattle [but later in the story the same report 
says half] have died. (9 March 95) 

21 March: The TAR is benefiting from the exploration 
of the Yalungzangbo [Yarlung Tsangpo], Lhasa and 
Nyanchu [Nyeng chu] rivers, Xinhua claimed. Over the 
past four years, 7,510 ha of low-yield farmland have 
been renovated, 1,049 ha of breeding bases build, and 
8,441 ha of forests planted, the agency said. So far 
412.5m yuan had been invested. There has been 
progress in water conservancy, and four power stations 
are being or have been built. By the end of the century, 
the region covered by the project will increase output 
value nearly twice to 2.4bn yuan. (W 29 March 95) 

6 April: Six programmes for scientific agriculture are 
under way in the TAR now, Xinhua reported. They are: 
1. project for high-yield, high-quality and high-efficiency 
agriculture in Xigaze county and two adjoining counties 
to increase output by 2m kg a year, adding at least 100 
yuan a year to the per capita income; 2. Bumper 
Harvest Project, in the TAR's 10 major counties 
producing grain and oil-crops, demanding that each 
county increase annual output by 1.5m kg; 3. Aiding 
underdeveloped counties with scientific techniques, 
requiring each peasant to do meticulous cultivation on 
one or two mu; 4. Multiple cropping and crop rotation 
plan, which sets targets for Nyingchi and five other 
counties to push multiple cropping to well over 667 ha 
and produce 500,000 kg; 5. Fine strain multiplication 
programme, to extend acreage of farmland breeding fine 
strains of crops; and 6. The intercropping programme, 
using updated techniques, improved varieties and new 
machinery. (7 April 95) 

27 April: Yang Chuantang, deputy secretary of the TAR 
party committee, reported that "economic operations 
were proceeding normally in the first quarter, and a 
better foundation was laid for this year's work", 
according to Tibet Daily. Yang said 3.18m mu of 
farmland were prepared for crop sowing, with areas 
sown to wheat and highland barley basically the same 
as last year, but rapeseed was up. Efforts to build 
farmland projects and increase fertiliser were also up. 
Livestock farming had suffered from winter snow, 
especially in Nagqu prefecture, and afforestation was 
increased. He urged listeners to boost the agricultural 
economy, work hard in industry, build key projects and 
control prices. (24 May) 

2 May: Scientists in the TAR are seeking better crops 
that fit the climatic conditions, Xinhua reported. Strains 
of quality barley, winter wheat and rapeseed have been 
produced at cultivation bases. Farmers have been 
trained in agro-techniques such as mixing pesticides 
with seeds and fertiliser application. Such progress has 
reportedly brought bumper harvests in the past seven 
years. (8 May) 
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1 5 May: According to Lhasa TV on 17 May, total value 
of agricultural production in 1994 was 2.32bn yuan, up 
4.5%. Problems noted included market prices unstable; 
agriculture and animal husbandry weak; incomes of 
farmers rising slowly. (17 June) 

29 May: The TAR has been hit by a severe drought 
threatening this year's crops, Xinhua reported. "Since 
early May the main crop-growing areas along the 
Yarlung Zangbo river ... have seen a rise in temperature 
and a drop in rainfall by 40%-100%", it said. The 
water-level of the river had dropped by a third compared 
with normal and sowing on over 9,000 ha had not 
started because of the dry spell. About 666 ha of 
cropland was suffering from drought, the agency added, 
and pests were spreading. The situation was likely to 
get worse as the drought was likely to continue in June, 
and the normal summer dry weather would run from 
late June through July, the local meteorology bureau 
had reported. The TAR government was mobilising 
farmers to fight the drought, Xinhua added. (1 June) 

23 June: Investment in agriculture has been increased, 
Xinhua reported. Output, profits and prices have all 
gone up. (W 26 June) 

30 June: The TAR, short of arable land, has invested 
580,000 yuan this year to reclaim waste land, Xinhua 
said. "The situation is worse because of authorised use 
of farmland for non-agriculture purposes on the 'roof of 
the world'". Statistics show that some 8,347 ha of 
arable landed had been taken for other uses in 1981-90 
and per capita share of arable had dropped to 0.1 ha by 
the end of 1994. Waste land in Nyingchi and Shannan 
prefectures have been cultivated, using investment of 
420,000 yuan. Another 160,000 yuan has been spent 
on exploring some 66 ha of waste land near Xigaze, 
where the clay stratum is thick and well-watered, the 
agency said. (4 July) 

Communications 

Highlights: Phone subscribers in the TAR quadrupled in 
1994 and a new system has been imported from 
Canada. There were 272 fax users and 695 mobile 
phone subscribers. Pomda Chamdo airport was officially 
reopened after extension work, making eastern TAR 
accessible to China. An optical cable link to Shigatse 
should lead to dramatic improvement in 
communications in late 1995 

21 Feb: In 1994, the TAR posts and 
telecommunications registered a growth in business 
volume of more than 41m yuan, 25.66% over 1993, 
Xinhua reported . This compared to a growth in the 
whole economy of 8.6%. The number of phone 
subscribers grew by 4,752 to 19,800. (W 1 March) 

28 April: A large passenger plane landed at Bangda 
[Pomda] airport marking its official opening this 
morning, Xinhua reported. Hu Jintao, member of the 
SCPB, congratulated the workers. At 4,300 metres 
above sea level, the airport is the highest in the world. 
Construction lasted May 1993-October 1994 and cost 
250m yuan. (1 May) 

1 May: construction of an optical telecommunications 
cable joining Lhasa and Xigaze, the first in Tibet, started 


last week, Xinhua reported. At 340km in length, it will 
need investment of over 37m yuan ($4.4m) and will go 
into trial operation in August this year. (2 May) 

18 June: The telephone network in Lhasa will be 
upgraded to a seven-digit system from the present five¬ 
digit one on 25 June, making it the last seven-digit user 
among China's provincial and regional capitals, Xinhua 
reported. It will be computerised and expanded to 
handle 20,000 phones from the present 10,000 ones. 
In 1994, the number of phone subscribers in the TAR's 
cities grew by 4,752 to 19,800, mobile phone users 
rose from 321 to 695, while paging and fax subscribers 
increased to 1,402 and 272 respectively. (W 21 June) 

7 May: Work started on the Lhasa-Xigaze optical fibre 
cable project, the army paper Liberation Army Daily 
reported. The TAR post and telecommunications 
administration and Chengdu Military Region 
communications department are project managers, 
while Tibet Military District is doing the actual 
construction. It will "fundamentally resolve the shortage 
of military and civilian communications facilities in 
Tibet", the paper said. (7 August) 

8 Aug: The Chengdu-Lhasa highway is undergoing 
major rebuilding at a cost of Ibn yuan, Xinhua reported. 
The 2,413km road crosses 14 mountains with altitudes 
exceeding 4,000m, and 10 rivers. (W 16 Aug) 

8 Aug: Lieque [Legchog], vice-chairman of the TAR 
government, said mail services reach all counties and 
61 satellite telecom ground stations have been built, 
Xinhua reported. Urban telephone switchboards have 
capacity of 38,000 lines. (W 16 Aug) 

10 August: Twelve key projects in Xigaze prefecture 
have been completed with state aid, Xinhua reported. 
They included a bridge over the Yarlong Zangbo. An 
optical fibre cable linking Xigaze with Lhasa, and work 
on 101 solar TV relay stations, renovation of three 
cross-border highway bridges and an irrigation system 
are either completed or well under way, the agency 
said. (14 August) 

22 Aug: Meridian 1, a numerical telecommunications 
system imported from Canada, started operation in 
Lhasa recently, Xinhua reported. The state-of-the-art 
system was made by Northern Telecom, and now 
covers 30 Chinese provinces, municipalities and 
autonomous regions. (W 30 Aug) 

Qinghai Communications 

24 May: A new air route linking Xining with Chengdu 
and Urumqi has been opened by South-West Airlines, 
Xinhua reported. (W 31 May) 

Construction 

Highlights: The new square in front of the Potala has 
been completed at a cost of 113 min yuan. 

4 April: Construction of Potala Palace Square is in full 
swing in Lhasa, Xinhua reported. With a state 
investment of 110m yuan, the project began last 
September and is expected to be finished in August. 
The square will be 600m long and 400m wide and will 
be bounded by the regional Cultural Palace of Working 
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People on the south and the Potala on the north. All 
buildings inside the square built after 1950 will be 
pulled down. The main buildings on the square will 
include three white pagodas, two ancient steles, a 
740m ancient wall section and a large fountain. (6 April 
95) 

1 7 April: Up to 1 990, a total of 50.5m yuan was spent 
on refurbishing old houses and amenities in the old city 
of Lhasa, Xinhua reported. In 1985 the central 
government allotted 8.5m yuan to build a square in 
front of the Jokhang, and in 1991 the municipal 
government earmarked 1.23m yuan for paving streets 
around the Barkhor. (19 April 95) 

25 Aug: Construction of the Potala Palace Square was 
completed and passed appraisal, Xinhua reported. Work 
started on 18 October 1994 and cost 113m yuan, 
about 3m more than planned. (31 Aug) 

Qinghai Construction 

Highlights: Qinghai has 17,000 kms of public road 
compared to 22,000 in the TAR. 

8 Feb: By end-94, total mileage of roads open to traffic 
was over 17,000 kms, Xining radio reported. Last year, 
160m yuan was invested in highway construction. (W 
1 March) 

Energy and Water 

Chalung hydro-power station in Nagchu has started 
generating electricity and Yamdrok and Menling are 
expected to start by the end of the year, but all three 
are very small by Chinese standards. Oil can now be 
piped from Xinjiang to Lhasa. 

7 May: According to Xinhua, construction of some key 
water conservancy facilities is in full swing. These 
include the Yamzho Yumco [Yamdrok Yumtso] pumping 
and storage hydroelectric power station (of which the 
first generating unit will start operating by end-year), 
the Chalong power station in Nagqu [Nagchu], and 
Mania water conservancy project, along the Yarlung 
Zhangbo [Tsangpo], Lhasa and Puncur rivers. When 
finished these projects are expected to double Tibet’s 
present power capacity. (8 May) 

31 July: A hydro-electric power station being built on 
the middle reaches of the Yalungzangbo river in 
Mainling [Menling - sman gling] county [in Kongpo] will 
go into trial operation at the end of 1995, Xinhua 
reported. It will be fully completed in the first half of 
1996. Two 800-kW generators will be installed at a 
cost of 39.83m yuan, revised upwards from the original 
19.5m. The plant is being built by the Fujian Provincial 
Water Conservancy and Hydraulic Power Engineering 
Contracting Company, and is one of the key 62 projects 
decided at the "Third Forum" last year. The plant will 
meet the needs of the 1 5,000 residents both now and 
over the next 10-15 years, Xinhua said. The project 
management department has sent 36 Tibetans to study 
hydroelectric technology management, and they will 
take over the plant when they return. (1 August) 

4 August: China has just completed a 32.7 km pipeline 
to guarantee oil supplies to Tibet, Xinhua reported. The 
Golmud 101 Pipeline project runs from the Golmud oil 
refinery to the 101 depot, and links with oil pipelines 


from the Qaidam [Tsaidam] basin in Xinjiang to Lhasa. 
Crude oil can now be processed in the refinery, and 
transported directly to Lhasa. This project is one of the 
62 decided at last year's Third Forum. (7 August) 

16 Aug: The first generating unit of the Calung 
[Chalung] power station in northern Tibet began 
operation, Xinhua reported on 17 August. The power 
station is 4,400m above sea level. The projects Nagqu 
dam is 192m long and 38.4m wide, with a storage 
capacity of 105m cu m. The station will have four 
generating units, with combined capacity of 10,800 
kW, and is costing 340m yuan, provided by the central 
government. (W 23 Aug) 

20 Aug: Tibet has built 45,000 solar stoves, 900,000 
sq m of solar hothouses and 22,000 sq m of solar 
water heaters, with the help of the Tibet Solar Power 
Research Institute, set up in 1981, Xinhua reported. 
The region also has built a solar power station in 
Ge'gyai county with generating capacity of 10,008 W. 
(22 Aug) 

28 Aug: Work has started on the Mania water control 
project, the largest in the TAR, Xinhua reported. On the 
Nyang Qu [smyeng chu - Nyeng chu] river in Xigaze 
[Shigatse] prefecture, it will cost Ibn yuan, will be 
completed by 1999 and will be used for irrigation and 
power generation as well as flood control. (29 Aug) 

Banking and Finance 

Highlights: 400 Tibetans and 1600 Chinese have 
opened accounts at Tibet's Stock market, which 
opened in January 1994. 

1 July: The Agricultural Bank of China officially opened 
in Tibet, Xinhua reported. The operation consists of a 
Lhasa branch, six regional sub-branches, 74 county- 
level sub-branches and three urban business offices as 
well as hundreds of grass-roots business offices. The 
Tibet branch, unlike ABC's branches elsewhere, will 
handle both commercial and policy loans, the agency 
said. (W 12 July) 

16 July: Lhasa Stock Business Office, the only stock 
trading office in the TAR, has done over 160m yuan 
worth of trading since it started in January 1994, 
Xinhua reported. More than 2,000 people, of whom one 
fifth are ethnic Tibetans, have opened trading accounts, 
according to Ban Lirong, head of the house, it said. 
"The successful listing of Tibetan Pearl [the first 
Tibetan stock] in the first half of this year and its bullish 
performance have persuaded more and more Tibetan 
people to join in the stock market", she pointed out, 
according to the agency. (18 July) 

Foreign Trade and Economic Relations 

Highlights: Trade volume - the total of imports and 
exports - increased 450% in 1994. It is now $357m; in 
1992 it was $57m, in 1993 it was $100m (but 80% 
was imports). Tourism increased by 12% to 28,000 
and tourism revenue by 25% to 177m yuan. 19 
overseas-funded enterprises were approved, leading to 
$21.09m of foreign investment (though this seems to 
be pledged). Border trade totalling US$20.1 m in 1994, 
nearly 17% increase on 1993 took place at 300 border 
trade outlets or at 28 border markets. The total number 
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of companies handling border trade is now 138, a 30% 
increase. On 4th July the TAR government announced 
that all natural resources and industry except for a few 
will be open for foreign investment. 

Civil aviation, education, energy exploration, 
prospecting, road and bridge repair have also been 
opened. Businessmen will be allowed full autonomy and 
will get more preferential treatment than in other parts 
of China. Foreigners can invest in cultural business too. 
Emphasis is on producing more animal by-products and 
handicrafts. 

3 March: Tibet reported $357m [but see above - same 
figs for yuan] worth of imports and exports, 3.5 times 
that of the previous year, Xinhua reported. It attracted 
1.02bn yuan and more than $21 m in investment. It 
approved 1 7 foreign-funded enterprises and for the first 
time in its history, used $4.5m worth of foreign loans. 
Tourist departments received 280,000 [error for 
28,000] overseas tourists, up 12.9% over the previous 
year. Business income stood at 117m yuan and profits 
22m yuan, increases of 25.8% and 59.8% 
respectively. (W 15 March 95) 

7 March: Official statistics showed that last year the 
export volume from Tibet was $367m [but see above], 
Xinhua reported. Foreign trade officials said this was 
due to the rise in exports of local handicrafts and animal 
by-products. Last year Tibet received 28,000 overseas 
tourists and earned 177m yuan ($20.82m) from 
tourism, up 12.9% and 22.8% on 1993 [but see 
above]. The region approved the establishment of 19 
overseas-funded enterprises involving $21.09m plus 
1.02bn yuan of local investment last year. (W 15 
March 95) 

3 March: Xinhua reported TAR last year took in 
$21.09m in overseas investment, while foreign trade 
reached 357m yuan [but see above]. (W 1 5 March 95) 

10 March: Foreign capital brought into Tibet in 1994 
reached 1.02bn yuan and US$20m, China News 
Service reported. Total export value was $367m, 2.5 
times that of 1993 [but see above]. Tibet saw 28,000 
overseas tourists with turnover of 177m yuan. (W 22 
March 95) 

27 April: Yang Chuantang, deputy secretary of the TAR 
party committee, reported in the first quarter domestic 
trade increased, but foreign trade fell owing to bad 
weather on the roads and late planning. Foreign 
investment rose, however, and in this period 
agreements were reached to bring in 4.52m yuan and 
US$820,000, according to Tibet Daily. (24 May) 

28 April: TAR achieved a border trade totalling 
US$20.1 m in 1994, up nearly 17% on 1993, Xinhua 
reported. Last year the government gave 40 companies 
the right to handle border trade, bringing the total 
number of 138. Tibet now has 21 border counties and 
28 border markets where consumer and capital goods 
are traded. To encourage trade the government has 
allowed use of various currencies and reduced tariffs. (1 
May) 

5 May: foreign trade in Ngari prefecture in southern 
Tibet exceeded 30m yuan, with exports reaching 20m 


yuan, Xinhua reported. To further promote the trade, 
6m yuan has been invested in building Burang port, one 
of the 62 largest projects in Tibet. (W 10 May) 

11 May: Activity in Tibet's border trade has increased 
enormously, Xinhua reported. Tibet has opened over 
300 border trade outlets and established 28 border 
trade fairs, TAR officials said. These are in the four 
border trade regions of Ngari, Xigaze, Shannan and 
Nyingchi, where domestic and overseas producers and 
traders can deal in their own goods and set up their 
own businesses there. Tibet approved the 
establishment of 40 border trade firms last year, 
bringing the total to 138. Trade value both ways was 
$20.15m, 16.87% up on 1993. To encourage this 
trade, all businesses operating in the region have the 
right to look for their own sales channels and be 
responsible for their own management. They may use 
barter and entrepot trade to facilitate transactions. 
Export and import licences and quota controls on 
processed goods with value added of 30% have been 
abolished. Goods processed from imported raw 
materials and sold in Tibet are considered as local 
products and are free from control. Various currencies 
may circulate in border trade and there are tax breaks 
for imported raw materials, spare parts and locally- 
produced export goods. Customs have also simplified 
their procedures. (13 May) 

16 May: Xinhua reported that import-export volume 
reached $357m, 3.5 times that of the previous year. 
(24 May) 

4 July: The TAR government has announced regulations 
which will make the region more attractive to overseas 
investors, Xinhua reported. All natural resources and 
industry will be open, except for a few which will 
remain state-run. Foreign investors may set up various 
kinds of joint ventures, develop agriculture, fish¬ 
farming, processing, prospecting, road and bridge repair 
and services. Civil aviation, education, energy 
exploration, high-technology, border trade and export- 
oriented enterprise construction are now open. 
Businessmen will be allowed full autonomy and will get 
more preferential treatment than in other parts of China, 
the agency said. (7 July) 

1 August: The TAR is taking advantage of preferential 
policies provided by the central government to speed up 
production and adjust export structure, Xinhua reported. 
Exports go to a dozen countries and areas including the 
US, Hong Kong and Macao. Trade totalled $375m last 
year. TAR now has 12 border trade counties and 20 
border trade markets. Cross-border trade in 1994 
reached $20m. (W 9 August) 

10 Aug: Jin Xisheng, secretary of the Nyingchi 
prefectural party committee, has called for foreign 
investors in his area, Xinhua reported. Preferential 
policies allowing a good profit will be implemented, Jin 
said. Nyingchi, with average height of 600 to 3,000 m 
above sea level, has 2.64m ha of forest, 80% of 
Tibet's total, with estimated timber reserves of 884m 
cubic netres. The region is rich in water power, Xinhua 
added, with estimated reserves of 82m kW, 40% of 
which can be used for power production. (W 16 Aug) 
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16 Aug: Foreign funded cultural entities are allowed to 
set up in the TAR, Xinhua reported. This is to increase 
cultural exchanges with the outside world. In Jan-June 
1995 Tibetan art groups visited some 20 countries and 
regions, and about 200 foreign scholars came to Tibet 
to lecture. Private business will be encouraged to 
participate. (1 9 Aug) 

16 Aug: The TAR will sponsor an economic and trade 
fair in Lhasa from 18-22 August, Xinhua reported. This 
is part of the activity marking the 30th anniversary of 
the founding of the region, Zhao Lianjin, deputy party 
secretary of Lhasa said. More than 40 projects for co¬ 
operation and negotiation will be displayed at the fair, 
Xinhua added. (19 Aug) 

18 Aug: The '95 Lhasa Trade Talks opened today, 
Xinhua reported. These are the largest ever, attracting 
groups from Beijing, Hainan, Sichuan, Hong Kong and 
other parts of the country. (21 Aug) 

Qinghai: Foreign Trade 

Total import-export trade in Qinghai in 1994 was less 
than half the total achieved by the TAR, although the 
two areas had had about the same foreign trade volume 
in 1993. 

28 Feb: Qinghai's total trade reached US$143m in 
1994, up 15.3% on the previous year, Xinhua reported. 
The province has so far approved the establishment of 
90 foreign-funded enterprises, involving $41 m of 
contracted foreign investment. The province is 
negotiating with foreign cooperation partners over six 
thermal power stations. It has listed 14,000 sq km of 
land in Qaidam basin to invite international tenders for 
oil prospecting. The province is expected to reach 
agreement with Israel this year on the second phase of 
construction of the Qinghai Potash Fertiliser Factory, 
which will cost $523m. (W 8 March 95) 

21 April: Qinghai provincial import export commodities 
inspection bureau has saved money for Chinese 
companies by evaluating equipment bought from foreign 
companies or supplied as part of a joint venture, Xinhua 
said. So far this has saved Chinese partners 
US$930,000. (25 April 95) 

Regional Development 

10 April: Economic development in China's west has 
lagged, a commentator in the Chinese periodical 
Liaowang noted, but is this good or bad? The analysis is 
as follows: the east has a growth rate of about 20%, 
the west about 8%, and the percentage of higher 
income earners is much higher in east than west. But 
this is not a polarisation as the east is far from being 
uniformly well off and the west contains many who 
have become well off. The writer [unnamed] concluded 
that the problem is "not terrible at all", and that the 
east sets an example for the west so its development 
should not be slowed. The way to narrow the gap is to 
provide co-operation so that the economies in the west 
can grow faster. (9 June) 

11 May: A meeting of the co-ordinating committee on 
the economy in the south-west (including Tibet), held in 
Nanning, Guangxi province, adopted a series of 
decisions on enhancing co-operation, speeding transport 


and communications infrastructure, encouraging 
regional markets, developing tourism and constructing 
seven economic sectors [unspecified], Tibet Daily 
reported on 13 May. The Tibet delegates agreed the 
TAR still had a long way to go in these seven compared 
to other coastal and inland areas, and that shared 
development would help. Tibet Daily also reported that 
a meeting had been held 8-10 April in Guangxi province 
where 184 co-operation projects had been agreed, of 
which six worth 16.38m yuan were in Tibet. (9 June) 
Chinese Press on Environment 

Highlights: TAR is free from man-made radioactive 
pollution and a quarter of the area is protected by 
nature reserves, but there is a marked thinning of the 
ozone layer in the atmosphere above the plateau. 
Kongpo, which is much lower than the most of Tibet, 
has 2.64m ha of forest, 80% of Tibet's total, with 
estimated timber reserves of 884 million cubic metres. 

1 5 March: Gyaincain Norbu said that many construction 
projects in Tibet would not have an adverse effect on 
the environment, according to Xinhua. (17 March 95) 

21 March: In the area around the Yalungzangbo, Lhasa 
and Nyanchu rivers, 7,510 ha of low-yield farmland 
have been renovated, 1,049 ha of breeding bases build, 
and 8,441 ha of forests planted, over the past four 
years, Xinhua claimed. So far 412.5m yuan had been 
invested. (W 29 March 95) 

15 April: The TAR will soon start dredging the Lhasa 
river that runs through the capital as a safety measure 
in the coming flood season, Xinhua reported. 

15 May: According to Lhasa TV on 1 7 May, forestry 
developed with 56,000 mu afforested, up by 21,000 
mu on 1993. (1 7 June) 

15 May: There is no man-made radioactive pollution or 
acid rain in Tibet, and the human damage is less than 
anywhere else despite the industrial and energy projects 
completed in recent years, Xinhua reported. Lhasa 
enjoys the purest air in the world, a Chinese 
environmental scientist said. The TAR uses hydro¬ 
electricity and thermal and solar energy to power 
industry, an official reported. The region has 13 nature 
preserves which cover 26.5% of the total area, more 
than 160 rare species of plants and animals are 
protected by local government. Over 80% of chimneys 
have been equipped with scrubbers, and residents have 
planted trees on 10,000 ha of barren land since 1990, 
it claimed. (16 May) 

15 May: China's first base for research and production 
of nuclear weapons, near the Ninth Academy, in 
Qinghai, was permanently "retired" from military 
service, Xinhua reported, quoting "sources". The base, 
it said, once made a "historic contribution to the 
research and production of China's first atom and 
hydrogen bombs. The place has been handed over to 
the local government. Its environmental clearance has 
reached the requirements of the country's 
environmental regulations. It included a 20 sq metre 
dump for radioactive waste. 

17 May: Suggestions from people's deputies to the 
TAR congress have been given full attention, an official 
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said, according to Xinhua. A suggestion on the 
protection of wildlife and forests from deputies from 
Zhalang [Dranang] county [in Lhokha] was accepted. 
(24 May) 

9 July: Chinese and US scientists are planning to 
research the formation and climatic impact of the 
"ozone valley" discovered over the Qinghai-Tibet 
plateau, Xinhua reported. A special thinning of the 
ozone takes place every year creating an ozone valley 
from June to early October. The ozone volume is about 
11 % lower than at the same latitude over the East 
China Sea, the agency said. The Chinese theory is that 
the upward warm airflow carries pollutants to the ozone 
layer. (12 July) 


13 July: A condition called "black earth barrens" has 
been tackled by planting wormwood, Xinhua reported. 
This condition was caused by the deterioration of 
vegetation on the Qinghai-Tibet plateau and has spread 
over a large area, with damaging consequences for 
animal husbandry and the ecosystem. Qinghai scientists 
have bred four kinds of wild wormwood and are 
continuing to study the problem. (14 July) 

10 Aug: Nyingchi [Nyingtri-Kongpo], with average 
height of 600 to 3,000 m above sea level, has 2.64m 
ha of forest, 80% of Tibet's total, with estimated 
timber reserves of 884m cubic netres., Xinhua reported. 
The region is rich in water power, Xinhua added, with 
estimated reserves of 82m kW, 40% of which can be 
used for power production. (W 16 Aug) 


Security 


Tibet Human Rights Monitor Escapes 

TIN News Update / 2 June, 1995 

The best-known human rights activist in Tibet, Gendun 
Rinchen, has escaped to India, according to reports 
from the exile Tibetan government. His escape has 
infuriated the Chinese police and has led to a series of 
detentions in Lhasa, say sources in the Tibetan capital. 

For several years Gendun Rinchen secretly collecting 
information on human rights abuses in Tibet until he 
was arrested in 1993. He spent the last two years 
either in jail or under close surveillance. 

The 47 year old tour guide, regarded as one of the 
leading monitors of human rights abuses in Tibet, was 
largely responsible for the world's knowledge of arrests, 
torture and other human rights violations there since a 
resurgence of unrest in 1987. 

He was detained on 13th May 1993 for planning to 
deliver a letter describing the situation in Tibet to a fact¬ 
finding mission composed of Ambassadors from the 
European Community, which arrived in Lhasa two days 
later but went on to suspend part of its programme in 
protest at the arrest. 

Gendun Rinchen was held for 8 months, accused by the 
Chinese authorities of being a "counter-revolutionary" 
who had "stolen state secrets", a Chinese term which 
includes names of prisoners. He was released from 
prison after sustained international pressure on 11th 
January 1994 but remained under constant police 
surveillance in Lhasa, receiving frequent visits from 
police until his escape on 20th May this year. He had 
been allowed nominally to rejoin his tour agency but 
was only allowed to leave the city when accompanying 
tour groups, of which he was allocated three in the year 
since he was released. He was dismissed from the tour 
agency, along with most India-educated guides, earlier 
this year. 


The human rights monitor has not given details of how 
he escaped, but police in Lhasa are reported to be 
furious at his departure from Tibet. Associates and 
friends of the tour guide have been taken in by the 
Chinese police for questioning about the escape, 
according to informed sources in the capital, who said 
that most have been released after up to five days of 
interrogation. 

Mr Rinchen, awarded the title of Best Tour Guide in 
Tibet in 1992, issued a brief statement from 
Dharamsala, the North Indian base of the exile Tibetan 
Government, thanking the European Community and the 
US State Department for helping him during his 
detention and subsequent release. 

The European Community had issued a strongly worded 
statement on 1st June 1993 calling for the immediate 
release of the tour guide. The EC statement was later 
described by a Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman as 
containing "inappropriate comments on the affairs of 
Tibet, which is an interference in China's internal 
affairs". The European Parliament also passed a 
resolution calling for his release and he was runner-up 
for the 1993 Sakharov Prize, a human rights award 
given by the European Parliament. 

Mr Rinchen also thanked non-governmental 
organisations including Amnesty International and Asia 
Watch (now called Human Rights Watch Asia), as well 
as Tibet Support Groups around the world, who 
mounted a powerful campaign to get him and his fellow 
detainee, 65 year old Lobsang Yonten, released. 

Initiatives by the support groups including distributing 
thousands of badges bearing Rinchen's photograph and 
the slogan "Tibet's No 1. Tour Guide - Missing", many 
of which found their way into Tibet and are still 
circulating there. The slogan has added ironic value now 
that the guide has escaped, and a tourist reported 
seeing a child wearing one of the badges inside Tibet 
last week. 
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In December 1993 campaigners held candle-lit vigils 
outside Chinese consulates in 17 cities around the 
world, including Auckland, Amsterdam, London, New 
York, Ottawa, Paris, Sydney and Tokyo. 

Tibetans inside Tibet took far greater risks to support 
him and in an unprecedented action in December 1993 
at least 110 Tibetans, including members of the 
Communist Party and government officials, sent 
petitions asking the United Nations to call for the 
release of Gendun Rinchen and Lobsang Yonten. 

Mr Rinchen expressed gratitude to all the individuals 
who had supported the campaign, mentioning in 
particular the film star Harrison Ford and his wife 
Melissa Mathison, a leading Hollywood screenwriter. 
The two broadcast an appeal about his case on the BBC 
World Service in 1993, and Ms Mathison contributed an 
article entitled "Where is Gendun Rinchen?", featured in 
the New York Times and the Herald Tribune in October 
1993. 

The Fords met Gendun Rinchen when they joined a tour 
group led by him in Tibet in 1992. "He was a fine 
man," the couple said. "He was concerned about simply 
the human rights we would all be concerned about - 
that the Tibetan people themselves had no right to 
assemble, had no right to publish, had no right to travel, 
were basically kept away from foreign visitors as much 
as possible." 

Mr Rinchen expressed thanks to the individuals and 
organisations "for taking up the issue seriously not just 
for one individual but bringing up the issue of Tibet 
altogether in the international community." 

This is Mr Rinchen's second escape from Tibet. He was 
born in Markham in Eastern Tibet in 1948 but in 1959 
fled along with 80,000 other Tibetans to India, where 
he received his education and qualified as an electrical 
engineer. He returned to Tibet to look after his parents 
in 1986, and led a double life there until his arrest. 

Lobsang Yonten, the 65 year old former monk who was 
also accused of preparing the letter to the EC 
delegation, was released one day before Gendun 
Rinchen in January 1994, but died of natural causes 
nine months later. In October 1 993 a Chinese Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs told EC officials that 
Damchoe Pemo, a 26 year old woman arrested a week 
after Gendun Rinchen for a related offence, had been 
released, but her whereabouts remain unknown. At 
least 244 Tibetans are reported to have been arrested 
or detained for political offences since January 1994. 

Police Strip-Search Tourists in Hunt for Letters 

TIN News Update / 10 June, 1995 

Two French women were detained and strip-searched 
by Chinese police in Lhasa last month because they 
were believed to be carrying letters from Tibetans. The 
two women and a Danish man were confined to their 
hotels for up to six days before being made to sign 
confessions and told to leave the country. 

One of the women, a student from Paris, Francoise 
Robin, was stopped by police at Lhasa airport on 29th 


April as she was about to board the twice-weekly plane 
to Nepal. In the first reported case of this kind, she was 
strip-searched by women police, who seized two letters 
which friends had given to her to take to Nepal. 

Searches of foreigners in Tibet are rare, except where 
an offence has already been seen to have been 
committed, and strip searches are almost unheard of. 
The case of Mis Robin indicates a shift in police 
strategy towards increased surveillance and searches of 
targetted foreigners in Tibet. 

Ms. Robin, who says she has no involvement with any 
organisation or any political activity connected to Tibet, 
had just completed 8 months on a Tibetan language 
course at the University of Lhasa. Police appear to have 
selected her for surveillance because she was one of 
the few foreign residents of Lhasa who can speak 
Tibetan. An informed Tibetan source told TIN that 
police had been watching Ms. Robin for some time. 

Ms Robin, who studied Tibetan language at the Institut 
National des Langues et Civilisations Orientates in Paris, 
had been given one of the letters by a French tourist 
earlier the same morning to post in Nepal. The other 
letter had been given to her by a Tibetan friend a few 
days earlier. Police seemed to know that she was 
carrying the letters, as well as the identity of the 
Tibetan friend, according to Ms Robin. The police team 
carried out only a cursory check of her luggage, 
apparently expecting the letters to be carried on her 
person, said the student. 

The letter from Ms Robin's Tibetan friend, a nun, 
included news about a recent demonstration inside 
Tibet. If identified, the nun risks serious punishment for 
"leaking state secrets", an offence equivalent to 
espionage in Chinese law. 

Ms Robin was taken from the airport to a police station 
for four hours and then to the Tibet Guesthouse, a 
state-owned hotel where she was confined to the 
premises for three days and made to sign a document 
accepting "residential surveillance", a form of quasi¬ 
voluntary house arrest, under Article 38 of the Chinese 
Criminal Procedure Code, before being expelled to 
Nepal. 

Confession Filmed 

Two weeks later, on 13th May, the French tourist who 
had given Ms Robin one of the letters was detained 
with a travelling companion after returning to Lhasa 
from a countryside tour. "In the morning 10 uniformed 
police came to our room in the Banakshol Hotel and 
searched through all our belongings," said the tourist, 
Raphaele Demandre. "We then spent 11 hours 
answering questions". 

Ms Demandre, a 41 year old artist from Paris, was also 
strip-searched and, after six days of intermittent 
questioning, was told to leave the country, together 
with a Danish man, a 39 year old student of Buddhism 
from Copenhagen, who was travelling with her. 

Both women said that the initial detention and searches 
as well as part of their interrogations were videoed by a 
police camera-man. Ms Robin was also filmed signing 
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one of several confessions she had to write. "They 
filmed me presenting the papers to the camera and I 
was asked to say to the camera who had given me the 
letters, and to say that I would not violate Chinese law 
again," said Ms Robin. Both women were also made to 
sign and put their fingerprints on Chinese-language 
summaries of all their police interviews. 

The two women said that they did not know what 
Chinese law they had violated, and that they were not 
told what legal offence they had committed by carrying 
the letters. "I think they said that the contents were 
"internal affairs"," said Ms Robin. "I said I didn't know I 
could not give a letter to a friend to post, and they were 
saying that I was trying to send news to the outside," 
said Ms Demandre, who was told that she had 
"interfered in internal affairs", which is not an offence 
in Chinese law. 

One of the letters included the names of some Tibetans 
who had been arrested in a recent demonstration, and 
was the focus of Chinese interest. Information about 
prisoners is regarded as a state secret by the Chinese 
authorities, and a Tibetan doctor is currently serving a 
13 year jail sentence in Lhasa for sending a letter to 
India in 1989 containing prisoners' names. A tour guide, 
Gendun Rinchen, was imprisoned for 8 months after 
being found with a similar letter addressed to visiting 
European diplomats in 1993. 

Police questioning of the two French women focussed 
on who had written the letters, and on whom they were 
addressed to. The police were all Tibetans except for 
the most senior officer, an ethnic Chinese official who 
told Ms Robin she would not be allowed to leave that 
week unless she said whom the letters were for. She 
was also repeatedly asked to describe the friends who 
had given her the letters. 

Police confiscated slide films from both women, 
listened to audio cassettes found in their luggage and 
even stayed with the women when they went to the 
toilet. Both women said that they were well treated by 
the police, although Ms Robin was repeatedly prevented 
from contacting her embassy in Beijing, an issue that is 
believed to have led to subsequent complaints from the 
French authorities. Ms Demandre appears to have 
benefitted from enquiries made in Beijing on her behalf 
by senior French diplomats and was well treated, being 
allowed to leave her hotel in the day-time during her six 
days detention. 

Foreigners and Trainee Missionaries 

Chinese politicians have increased their attacks on 
foreigners in Tibet this year, saying that the Tibetan 
pro-independence movement is manipulated by 
"Western hostile forces led by America" whose 
ambition is to "westernise" China and Tibet. In previous 
campaigns, such as the drives against "bourgeois 
liberalisation" in 1987 and "peaceful evolution" in 
1990, Chinese references to foreigners have usually 
been non-specific, citing "foreign hostile forces" 
without giving details. 

The "westernisation" which currently threatens China is 
apparently a term which refers to the "western" idea of 
separating Tibet and Inner Mongolia from China, rather 


than to western cultural practices such as materialism, 
pornography, alcoholism or consumerism, all of which 
are being energetically encouraged in Tibet by the 
Chinese. 

The style of the current anti-Westerner campaign 
suggests increased police surveillance of tourists rather 
than an attempt to engender a mass crusade against 
foreigners in general. If police were told to target 
westerners in Tibet for surveillance, Ms Robin would 
have been an obvious choice. There are estimated to be 
just over one dozen western residents working in Tibet, 
mostly staff at the Holiday Inn Hotel in Lhasa, traders in 
fledgling joint ventures, or aid workers with the 
charities Medecins sans Frontieres, Save the Children 
Fund, or the Swiss Red Cross, but few if any of these 
foreigners speak Tibetan or Chinese. 

The westerners who do speak Tibetan are to be found 
amongst the 20 or so foreigners who are teaching 
English in Lhasa or studying Tibetan at the University of 
Tibet. The majority of these people are unlikely to have 
been regarded by the Chinese police as sympathetic to 
the Tibetans because most are believed to he covert 
protestant missionaries, apparently learning Tibetan or 
operating as English teachers in order to facilitate future 
conversion work. Most modern fundamentalist 
evangelists eschew any involvement or activity other 
than evangelising which might make it difficult for them 
to remain in their target country. 

"It seems that the Chinese know exactly what is going 
on with these would-be missionaries and find some 
benefit in it," said one informed Westerner in Lhasa. 
"For the Chinese a Tibetan who converts to Christianity 
is one recruit less for the Dalai Lama," 

Christian missionaries have been trying for centuries to 
convert the Tibetans, and many Protestant 
organisations took advantage of the 1980 liberalisation 
to spread the word in Tibet, apparently without success 
(see TIN Background Briefing Paper No. 19, 
"Evangelicals in Central Tibet", September 1992.) 19th 
Century missionaries in the Himalayas found Tibetans 
happy to accept the accounts of a Christian God but 
puzzled by the missionaries' insistence that the Buddha 
had to be discarded. 

The University of Lhasa first opened a Tibetan language 
course for foreigners in 1993, at a cost of US$ 1,000 a 
term plus US$4 per day for accommodation. Some 
students have criticised the standard of teaching. "They 
have no sense how to teach foreigners," a former 
student said of one class. 

The nine foreign students who joined the University's 
Tibetan course in 1993 came from countries including 
Germany, England, the US and Denmark, and were 
reportedly connected to Jesco, a Hong Kong-based 
organisation which sends teachers and students to 
colleges and institutes all over China, allegedly with the 
objective of training evangelists to work in China or 
Tibet. 

The phenomenon of fundamentalist groups sending 
covert missionaries for Tibetan language training is not 
new: 14 of the 15 foreigners studying Tibetan 
languages in Chengdu in 1991 were reportedly affiliated 
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to Christian evangelical organisations. Since 1989 most 
foreign teachers of English in Lhasa have come from the 
US-based organisation ELI, "English Language Institute", 
also believed to have evangelical links. "For the Chinese 
the teachers from Christian groups are cheaper than 
using teachers from development organisations - and 
they don't get involved," said one former teacher in 
Tibet. 

There are 1 5 foreign students currently attending the 
University course in Lhasa, of whom 13, from the US, 
Switzerland, the Philippines, Australia and South Korea, 
are believed to be affiliated to Christian groups, mainly 
the Hong Kong based organisations like Jesco. One 
American studying in Lhasa is reportedly a member of 
the controversial US-based organisation the "Summer 
Institute of Linguistics", a fundamentalist Bible 
translation group widely condemned by anthropologists 
in the early 1980s for aiding the disruption or 
destruction of a number of indigenous Indian 
communities in Amazonia. 

It is not known if the students and teachers are actively 
evangelising, although some teachers are said by 
Tibetans to use Christian teaching materials. Attempts 
by some of the foreign students to visit nearby nomad 
camps apparently "to discuss religion" were curtailed 
by police, who asked the students to return to the 
University. 

"It seems that all this missionary activity causes more 
concern to other westerners than to the Tibetans 
themselves. They don't have any interest in them," said 
a tourist who visits Lhasa frequently. 

Conditions for the foreign students are nevertheless 
"quite restrictive", according to one source. Foreign 
students are told on arrival that they cannot stay out at 
night and those who are not Christians have been told 
that they cannot have photographs of the Dalai Lama in 
their rooms. "They told us not to interfere with politics 
and to tell them where we went at weekends," said one 
former student. The students have to be back before 
11pm and police have been known to check their 
whereabouts. In May, shortly after the detention of Ms 
Robin, new regulations were introduced obliging foreign 
students at the university to register the names of any 
visitors and banning the students from leaving Lhasa 
without a permit. 

US Tourist Stripped in Police Search for Letters; 
Arrests Likely 

TIN News Update / 6 August, 1995 

A US tourist was detained and searched at Lhasa 
airport by police looking for letters from Tibetans, the 
second such incident reported in two months. Police 
confiscated six letters in Tibetan, 30 rolls of film, and 8 
audio cassettes from the tourist, as well as her dairy 
and a guide book. 

The Tibetans who wrote the letters or who were 
featured in the photographs are almost certain to have 
been detained and interrogated, according to well- 
informed sources in Tibet. 

The incident, which took place on 4th July, as the 
tourist was boarding a Nepal-bound plane after a month 


holiday in Tibet, seems to have been carefully planned. 
When the tourist arrived at the airport she was met by 
two camera crews who filmed her before and during the 
search, as well as by a team of police officers who 
questioned her and searched the luggage. 

The tourist, a 41 year old woman who has asked not to 
be named, is a travel consultant from the mid-west of 
the United States. Although in previous cases 
westerners have been held for up to 6 days for 
questioning, the process was streamlined, and the 
tourist was allowed to leave for Nepal within an hour 
once the letters had been discovered and she had 
signed a confession. 

The airport detention indicates an increasingly 
sophisticated and assertive security apparatus in Tibet 
well capable of identifying which western travellers 
have contacts with Tibetans, and which are therefore 
likely to be carrying letters when they leave. 

Unlike a French student who was detained and strip 
searched at Lhasa airport two months ago, the 
American tourist did not speak any Tibetan. But, 
unusually, the woman had spent a month travelling 
around Tibet with a Tibetan family, whose relatives live 
in America and are close friends of the tourist. Most 
foreigners in Tibet hardly come into contact with locals 
other than tour guides and hotel and restaurant staff. 

The tourist says she first noticed that she and her 
friends were being filmed when she was saying 
goodbye to her Tibetan friends at the airport. 

"When I checked my baggage in there was a TV crew 
filming, and they were also filming when I was standing 
in line to show my airplane ticket," said the tourist. "At 
the time I thought they were other passengers waiting 
for the plane." 

After her Tibetan friends had left, she was detained at 
the final check-in before boarding the plane, and 
escorted to a room within the air terminal where three 
more people, apparently officials, were waiting, each 
with a video camera, as well as two stills 
photographers and about 8 other people, some in police 
uniform, one of whom spoke English. "They were 
definitely waiting for me", she said. 

Officials searched the baggage, confiscating all six 
letters written by Tibetans as well as eight audio 
cassettes, two of which were spoken messages from 
Tibetans to their relatives in the US. The others were 
blank or contained music, said the tourist. They also 
impounded a tourist guidebook to Tibet published in the 
"Lonely Planet" series. 

"I had a lot of private correspondence which I was 
supposed to deliver, five letters in total, all in Tibetan, 
from relatives, spouses, mothers and grandfathers of 
Tibetans who now live in the US. The police seemed 
excited to find them and they filmed each of these 
letters and then put everything in a pile and took 
pictures of the pile," explained the tourist, who said 
that police also read through her dairy before 
confiscating it. 
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"I also had a photograph album with pictures of a 
Tibetan friend of mine in the States, and they took that 
too," she said. Police took some 16 used rolls of film 
and about 20 other rolls which had not been used as 
well. 

"I had taken photographs of all the Tibetans that I had 
spent time with, tourist photos of my Tibetan friends, 
mainly standing in front of Mount Kailash", she added. 
As in previous cases officials indicated that they might 
later return the films via the US Embassy in Beijing, but 
have so far not done so. 

All the letters were private correspondence from the 
Tibetans, except for one, sent by a political prisoner, 
which included the official court papers concerning the 
prisoner's case. Sources in Lhasa say that the Tibetans 
who wrote the letters will be released from prison with 
a strict warning after a few days, but expect the 
prisoner to face severe consequences as a result of his 
letter. In 1991 Yeshe Ngawang, a 28 year old monk in 
Lhasa's Drapchi prison, received an additional 9 year 
sentence after he was caught passing a letter about 
prison conditions to one of his relatives. 

The US tourist said officials showed most interest in 
the court document included in the prisoner's letter, and 
asked who had given the letter to her. "I said someone 
handed it to me in the restaurant, and they asked what 
they looked like," she said. The Chinese authorities are 
believed to classify such documents as state secrets. 

After the baggage had been searched three women took 
her to another room and searched her down to her 
underwear apparently in the hope of finding hidden 
letters. The tourist said that she was told by officials 
that she had "done something very wrong" and was 
instructed to write out the statement "I have broken my 
tourist visa law by carrying out an official Chinese 
document". She was then filmed signing the statement 
as well as four or five copies of another document in 
Chinese. The tourist was allowed to rejoin her flight to 
Kathmandu, and was filmed boarding the plane. 

Police were polite throughout the search, and returned 
$25 that they found enclosed with one of the Tibetan 
envelopes. "What has happened to me has already 
happened. I am only concerned about the safety of my 
friends," the tourist said. 

Chinese Press on Security 

Summaries of selected articles from the Chinese press 
concerning security, prisons and law in TAR, February-August 
1994. 

Highlights: In February the TAR State Security 
Department office said that espionage organisations had 
"increased their channels of infiltration into China" and 
saying that some people had "even supported and 
sheltered spies and hostile forces". In March Sichuan 
was described as being "the focal point of infiltration by 
spy and intelligence agencies from outside the borders". 
The fight against splittism is a top priority in crime 
work. State Security officials will from now on carry 
identification. Implementation Rules for the State 
Security Law are publicised, forbidding accepting funds 
or support from abroad; fabricating facts, abuse one's 
influence, acting under the pretext of religion, stir up 


national splittism, are all "restricted". Foreigners who 
violate these regulations "shall be termed as 
participants". Since the beginning of the year the 
Customs office had banned "several tens of thousands 
of reactionary propaganda materials". Border controls 
have been tightened and new laws issued concerning 
foreigners. All except one of the statements on security 
were made by Chinese officials. 

27 Feb: According to Lhasa TV, the TAR PAP held a 
party for the New Year at which Tan Huasheng, PAP 
commander in Tibet, said the force had "effectively 
dealt a blow to the sabotage activities by separatists 
and promoted economic development and stability in 
Tibet ... We are determined to further strengthen the 
building of Armed Police units according to the 
instructions of the higher command, constantly raise 
fighting capability and make new contributions to 
fighting against splittism, protecting the unification of 
the motherland and stabilising the situation in Tibet". (7 
March) 

27 Feb: According to Lhasa TV, ?Wu Jin, deputy 
director of the TAR public security department, said at a 
New Year party for staff and police members that 
public security members had "fought against sabotage 
activities ... foiled the Dalai Lama clique's repeated 
schemes of vainly attempting to split the motherland ... 
and seriously cracked down on various criminal 
activities..." (7 March) 

23 Feb: The TAR State Security Department office 
published an article in the Tibet Daily on the security 
situation in Tibet. "Espionage organisations and hostile 
forces outside the territory have conspicuously 
increased their channels of infiltration into China, with 
more complex and diversified forms and a broader 
scope of activities ... Some people have weakened their 
awareness of national security ... Some even supported 
and sheltered spies and hostile forces". (18 March 95) 

23 Feb: The Tibet Armed Police corps first detachment 
held an enlarged party committee meeting at which 
tasks for 1995 were laid down and an analysis of the 
current situation in Tibet was given by Zhang Zuocai, 
deputy political commissar of the unit, Tibet Daily 
reported on 24 February. Tan Huasheng, commander of 
the Tibet Armed Police Corps, attended the meeting. 
(18 March 95) 

1 March: A four-day high-level security meeting in 
Sichuan province opened, Chengdu radio reported. 
Senior officials attending stressed that because of its 
location, Sichuan "has always been the focal point of 
infiltration by spy and intelligence agencies from outside 
the borders". All were urged to propagate state security 
laws. (10 March 95) 

24 March: A meeting of a Tibet public security 
committee noted that the struggle against separatism 
would be a top priority in running public security this 
year, Lhasa TV reported on 25 March. The TAR 
Committee for the Comprehensive Management of 
Public Security, with Langjie [Namgyal], deputy 
secretary of the regional Political Science and Law 
Committee presiding, declared it would make a 
breakthrough in the crackdown on criminals and 
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strengthen and make a success of its work, the station 
said. (28 March 95) 

27 March: Lhasa TV carried a notice on Tibet from the 
State Security Ministry which announced the public 
security officials would henceforth carry a certificate 
identifying them and giving them powers to carry out 
investigations. Citizens are obliged to give them 
facilities to carry out their work. (30 March 95) 

27 March: Li Hui, deputy director of the TAR State 
Security Department, said the Rules for Implementation 
of the State Security Law, which came into force last 
year, were necessary to counter "splittism", Lhasa TV 
reported. Among other provisions, they stipulate that 
the bodies implementing the Rules are state security 
bodies and that the following activities constitute "an 
act of endangering state security": 1. Conspiring with 
people abroad; 2. accepting funds or support from 
abroad; 3. making contact with people abroad to carry 
out activities that jeopardise state security. Rules for 
the duties of citizens include carrying out the following: 
assisting state security work, making timely reports, 
providing factual evidence. They also include the 
following prohibitions: no documents belonging to state 
security should be kept and no-one should keep or use 
spy equipment. The following activities are "restricted" 
under the Rules: plotting to subvert the government and 
overthrow the socialist system; accepting an espionage 
mission; stealing, buying or otherwise gathering state 
secrets; instigating state personnel to rise in rebellion; 
engaging in sabotage. Terrorist activities, fabricating 
facts, abuse their influence, act under the pretext of 
religion, stir up national splittism, are all "restricted", 
and foreigners who violate these regulations "shall be 
termed as participants". (1 April 95) 

5 April: The TAR party committee lecture group went to 
Lhasa customs office to deliver a special report, Lhasa 
radio reported. The customs office "stands on the 
frontline of the anti-splittist struggle", ?Zhang Weimin, 
deputy director of the office said. Since the beginning of 
the year it had banned "several tens of thousands of 
reactionary propaganda materials". (17 April 95) 

10 May: In 1994 the TAR improved its public security, 
Tibet Daily reported. It effectively dealt with trouble¬ 
makers and separatists, it said, "firmly removing signs 
of danger before they broke out into public order 
problems". Last year the TAR investigated Sog, 
Gongbo'gyamda and Nyingchi [Nyingtri] counties, and 
on the results drew up new legislation "for the 
comprehensive management of public security". Other 
rules and regulations [no details given] were also drawn 
up. Raidi and Gyamco signed an agreement with leaders 
of prefectures and cities, and all levels down to the 
village and individual security officials also signed. 
These measures are intended to deal, the paper said, 
with the "comparatively grim" situation where splittism, 
crime, gambling and prostitution are rife, in advance of 
the celebrations of the 30th anniversary of founding of 
the TAR. (3 June) 

9 June: Guo Jinlong, Basang [Pasang] and other leaders 
attended a regional commendation meeting for persons 
in judicial, procuratorial and public security bodies, 
Lhasa TV reported. Guo praised their work and added 
"It is necessary to take more effective measures to step 


up the crackdown on criminal activities". Vigorous 
efforts in security management were needed, "swift 
and harsh blows" must be struck at criminals, and 
economic crimes of graft, embezzlement, bribery, tax 
evasion, fraud and smuggling must be punished. Guo 
urged officials to emulate Kong Fansen, the model 
cadre. (19 June) 

27 July: Xinhua published China's regulations governing 
border entry and exit inspection. (12 August) 

29 July: Party secretary Chen Kuiyuan, who spoke at 
the TAR party congress, said that public security and 
border control have been tightened, Tibet Daily reported 
on 3 August. (29 Aug) 

Crime And Corruption 

Highlights: Corruption is a "real risk", especially with 
separatism rife in the region. In May a crackdown began 
on gambling and prostitution and found 248 
"entertainment outlets" in Lhasa, with gambling in a 
"grim situation" and prostitution showing an "upward 
trend", with some cadres taking part. 

20 Feb: Money worship, hedonism, egoism and 
decadent lifestyles prevail among some cadres as a 
result of economic reform, Basang, secretary of the 
TAR Discipline Inspection Commission, declared, 
according to the Tibet Daily on 21 February. "Negative 
and degenerate phenomena [such as spending public 
funds on sightseeing or luxury cars] have tarnished our 
image as pubic servants", she said. Corruption "Will 
seriously alienate us from the masses and lead to our 
downfall", she said, quoting Jiang Zemin. The 
"horrifying facts" so far published "would be a real 
risk", especially in view of the separatism in the region. 
(6 April 95) 

18 April: Luosang Toinzhub [Lobsang Dondrup], Vice- 
chairman of the TAR, deputy secretary and mayor of 
Lhasa, noted at a meeting, according to Tibet Daily, 
that "because some anti-corruption measures have not 
been thoroughly carried out, some negative and corrupt 
practices have not been effectively stemmed ... some 
people, especially leading cadres, have abused their 
powers to gain company shares, and have abused their 
personal power, financial power or position to seek 
personal gain ... some have even lost their sense to 
power, money or sex ...". (2 May) 

18 April: Gyamco congratulated the public security 
personnel who "wiped out" "gun-wielding killer Zhuoyue 
Chilie", Tibet Daily reported on 19 April. [While there is 
no indication in the story what his alleged crimes were, 
the occasion was used to stress stability and the 
struggle against splittism]. (3 May) 

3 May: Senior Tibet authorities are cracking down on 
gambling and prostitution, Lhasa TV reported. A 
telephone conference was held in which Danzim 
[Tenzin], deputy secretary of the TAR party committee 
and Zi Cheng [Tsultrim], standing committee member, 
participated. The PLA and armed police were also 
involved. Since the reform, these activities had 
increased - Lhasa city now had 248 "entertainment 
outlets", the TV station said. Gambling is in a "grim 
situation", and prostitution shows an "upward trend", 
with even party members and cadres involved. (8 May) 


TIN News Review No.24: Reports from Tibet, April to December 1995 54 



8 May: "Recently a very small number of party 
members and cadres in Tibet have engaged in gambling 
and prostitution activities" claimed a report on Lhasa 
radio. A reporter interviewed Qujia [Choegyal?], deputy 
secretary of the TAR discipline inspection committee, 
who said these people had "seriously tarnished" party 
and government image. No details were given, but 
cadres were urged to strengthen efforts to control such 
activities and learn from Comrade Kong Fansen. 
Discipline organisations must also crack down. (11 
May) 

4 May: Gambling and prostitution are on the rise, 
especially in large towns, Tibet Daily reported. 
Computer games have changed into gambling from 
entertainment, and poker and mahjong have been taken 
up by government workers and "society". Prostitution is 
becoming serious in hotels and bars; some prostitutes 
accompany customers in drinking, some solicit in the 
dance halls, tea houses and downtown areas. 
Prostitutes' customers include private businessmen and 
traders, contractors, state functionaries, staff members 
and workers, Tibet Daily said. A crack-down is to 
follow. (29 May) 

23 May: Wei Jianxing, politburo member and Beijing 
party secretary, warned aid-Tibet cadres not to follow 
"corrupt elements" such as Wang Baosen of Beijing 
(who committed suicide after suspected involvement in 
corruption) but instead to emulate model official Kong 
Fansen, Xinhua reported. (31 May) 

10 Aug: Lhasa customs caught smugglers with 89.22 
kg of gold worth 10.7m yuan on a jeep about to leave 
the country, Xinhua reported. Three people have been 
detained. (21 Aug) 

Qinghai Security 

Highlights: A "people's police patrol" system should be 
established and guns and ammunition are being sold 
illegally. 

1 5 March: Senior party bodies in Qinghai have all held 
meetings to examine their style of work to fight 
corruption, Xining radio reported. Disciplinary bodies 
investigated a number of cases and some were brought 
to justice. These bodies in 1994 received more than 
6,000 accusations, a third up on the previous year. A 
number of people resigned and some money was 
recovered. (31 March) 

12 Aug: A conference of public security bureaus noted 
that more reform and more solution of crimes were 
needed, Qinghai Daily reported. Bad public security, 
problems in the new market system, inadequate legal 
systems and low-level personnel were damaging. Five 
reforms were suggested: establishing a people's police 
patrol system; better care of arms and ammunition 
[seemingly to block illicit sales]; better work against 
narcotics; improved management of leisure spaces to 
eliminate prostitution and whoring; better management 
of the "floating population" to cut down on crime. (31 
Aug) 

Military 

Highlights: 100 Tibetans are PLA officers at regiment 
level or above and 1,000 are "grass-roots" officers. 


There is a threat of bombings or airborne attack from 
forces supporting Tibetan independence. 

10 Feb: Chengdu Military Region began a transfer 
training programme of military cadres at divisional and 
regimental levels (including troops in the Tibet Military 
District), Chengdu radio reported. Party and government 
leader Jiang Zemin reportedly said the move would 
"help exchange cadres' style of thinking and traditions" 
and improve and invigorate all. (2 March) 

16 April: The 5th work meeting of the TAR Civil Air 
Defence Committee was held in Lhasa 13-14 April, 
Tibet Daily reported. Those attending included Gyamco 
[Gyatso], executive vice-chairman of the TAR and 
chairman of the Civil Defence Committee, Liu Shiguo, 
deputy commander of the Tibet Military District, and 
leaders of economic offices and local governments. 
Chen Shaobing, director of the regional Civil Air Defence 
Office, delivered a report on last year's work. Plans and 
programmes for the current year were also discussed, 
the daily said. (1 May) 

6 May: More than 100 officers of ethnic Tibetan origin 
have been promoted to posts at regimental, divisional 
and area command levels in the PLA, Xinhua reported. 
The number of grass-roots Tibetan officers totalled 
1,000. This was the result of a 10-year preferential 
policy for training ethnic minorities, an army officer was 
quoted as saying. Over 30 high-ranking Tibetan officers 
have been sent to study at military institutes since the 
1980s and 90% of the Tibetan officers are college 
educated, the agency said. (8 May) 

23 June: Gyamco, executive vice-chairman of the TAR 
government and vice-chairman of the People's Air 
Defence Committee of the Chengdu Military Region, 
said at a forum on policy that air defence had become 
"even more important" because the activities of the 
"Dalai clique" were supported by "certain hostile 
forces", Lhasa TV reported. He noted that rapid 
progress had been made in air defence work in Tibet, 
but was "still far from being able to meet the changing 
situation". Further discussions were to be held with air 
defence committees in the Chengdu Military Region, 
and nine other provinces and cities including Yunnan, 
Guizhou and Sichuan. (8 July) 

7 August: About 85% of Tibet's villages have been 
brought the services of doctors and medicine by the 
PLA, Xinhua reported. Over the past few years in 
particular, the agency said, military sub-district and 
brigade hospitals plus teams from various regiments and 
battalions have divided the work. Various PLA units 
stationed in Tibet have set up nationalities' medical 
service centres and groups to do the rounds of rural and 
pastoral areas. PLA groups have studied TB, rheumatoid 
arthritis and mountain sickness, all fairly prevalent in 
Tibet. Training has been given to more than 8,000 
paramedics and helped in setting up 365 hospitals and 
clinics, the agency said. (10 August) 

Qinghai Military 

29 July: The provincial PAP held a grand parade in 
Xining to mark the 68th anniversary of the founding of 
the PLA and the 50th of the end of the war against 
Japan, Xining radio said. (1 5 August) 
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Prisons, Judicial Work and Law 

Highlights: In 1994 the anti-splittist struggle "remained 
grim". The TAR Procuracy arrested 1,266 "criminals" 
involved in 765 cases, but did not say how many cases 
involved splittists. "Splittist forces showed a tendency 
of spreading along communications lines and into key 
cities and towns, as well as farming and pastoral zones 
... The situations in some temples were quite 
complicated". There were increases in ordinary violent 
crimes and increases in crimes committed by youths. 
New rules were brought in to regulate foreigners hiking 
in Tibet, to protect children and to make prisons 
civilised. Judges were told to be impartial. 

13 Feb: A meeting of chief procurators reported that it 
had strictly enforced the law and dealt a "stern blow to 
a handful of splittists", as well as investigating 
corruption and criminal cases, Tibet Daily reported on 
1 5 February. Stability, it noted, was a matter of prime 
importance and procuratorial bodies had held sessions 
to instil into cadres and policemen to crack down on 
sabotage activities "waged by the Dalai clique and a 
handful of splittists". Last year, the paper said, 
procuratorial bodies had dealt with 765 splittist and 
"serious criminal cases". At the same time, they 
worked on economic crime, and in Lhasa city [ie., 
prefecture] and Chengguan [Lhasa inner city] district 17 
cases were placed on file, of which 11 were major 
ones. In the TAR as a whole, 76 cases, of which 42 
were major ones, were placed on file, of which 22 had 
been concluded and 5.2m yuan recouped. (27 Feb) 

12 March: The 4,000-character document, Procedures 
of the TAR for Implementing the 'PRC Law for the 
Protection of the Underaged' was published in the Tibet 
Daily. The document was adopted by the 12th session 
of the sixth TAR people's congress standing committee 
on 23 December 1994. The Procedures have 52 
articles in 7 chapters, and became effective upon 
promulgation. (22 April 95) 

5 April: Jia Qu [Qujia? Choegyal?], director of the TAR 
Justice Department, said the TAR had made "steady 
progress" in prison and reform through labour work last 
year, Lhasa radio said on 6 April. "Particularly, we laid 
the groundwork for establishing modern civilised 
prisons". Improvements were made in the ranks of 
lawyers, legal offices, notary services and the judicial 
system. Central documents on prisons were also 
relayed. (2 May) 

6 April: The TAR's local legislation has promoted 
economic development and reflects the regional 
autonomy of Tibet's nationalities, Xinhua reported. 
Procedures for drafting legislation has been streamlined, 
it added. Tibet's new laws have laid a foundation for its 
new construction and economic development. One new 
statute relating to foreigners is the "Regulations on the 
Management of Foreigners Hiking in Tibet". (22 April 
95) 

7 April: Participants in a regional conference in Lhasa on 
judicial work, which ended today, studied the State 


Council's circular on Further Strengthening Prison 
Management and Re-education Through Labour, Tibet 
Daily said. Gyamco [Gyatso], executive vice-chairman 
of the TAR government, affirmed the achievements of 
the judicial system in reform and re-education and called 
on all cadres to recognise the importance of judicial 
administration in speeding reform and economic 
construction, and in promoting harmony among "cadres 
and masses". (25 April 95) 

7 April: Lhasa TV reported Gyamco as saying at the 
judicial conference, among other things, that because 
western hostile forces and separatists smear the prison 
and reform through labour system, judicial workers 
must highlight prison and reform through labour work, 
implementing the prison law and improving prison 
regulations. (25 April 95) 

1 7 April: Bai Zhao, president of the TAR higher people's 
court, said in an article in Tibet Daily that the courts 
must focus on maintaining stability, striking at enemies, 
and penalising crimes, especially "crimes seriously 
harming the nation's stability" and serious economic 
crimes. He also noted that impartiality, accuracy, 
transparency and fairness were essential. (3 May) 

20 May: Tudeng Caiwang [Thubten Tsewang] delivered 
a report on procuratorial work at the TAR congress, 
Tibet Daily reported on 13 June. In 1994 his 
department had intensified its crackdown on splittists, 
he said, and arrested 1,266 "criminals" involved in 765 
cases. "The situation concerning splittism and the anti- 
splittist struggle remained grim", he said. "Splittist 
forces showed a tendency of spreading along 
communications lines and into key cities and towns, as 
well as farming and pastoral zones ... The situations in 
some temples were quite complicated". There were 
increases in ordinary violent crimes and increases in 
crimes committed by youth. He also reported on cases 
of corruption and economic crime, crimes committed by 
senior cadres, party and government officials, and legal 
entities. Supervision over investigation had been 
tightened, he said, and training improved. All these 
angles would be worked on under their plan for 1995. 
(11 July) 

29 May: Tibet Daily carried an article by the Prison 
Administration of Tibet on the national Prison Law 
adopted on 29 December last year. The new law shows 
the soundness and improvement of the legal system, 
the article says. It notes that the law strengthens the 
"people's democratic dictatorship", and shows that 
China's prison system is "civilised, humane and 
progressive". It will speed the setting up of modern, 
civilised prisons, the article adds. (23 June) 

23 May: Last year, "in light of the increased momentum 
in splittist activities", people's courts and 
procuratorates at all levels cracked down on "criminal 
activities that jeopardised state security" and disrupted 
economic development and social stability, Tibet Daily 
said. They also cracked down heavily on corruption, the 
paper added. (1 7 June) 
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Protest 


Nalandra Monastery Besieged; 196 Arrested or 
Expelled 

TIN News Update / 26 April, 1995 full 

Armed police stormed Nalandra, a major monastery in 
the Tibetan countryside, last month and raided two 
others as protests were staged by five monasteries and 
nunneries in the Phenpo area, 25 km north of Lhasa, 
according to sources in Tibet. This brings to 16 the 
total of pro-independence demonstrations reported in 
Tibet in February and March, of which seven have been 
confirmed. 

At least 106 people - 56 nuns and 50 monks - were 
arrested by police, according to unofficial sources, and 
90 monks, including senior monastic officials and 
religious teachers, were expelled from their monasteries 
in reprisals by the authorities. There have already been 
more political arrests and demonstrations in Tibet this 
year than during the whole of last year. 

The reasons for the outbreak of unrest in the Phenpo 
area are unclear, but the protests coincide a major 
crackdown being carried out by the Chinese authorities 
against the monk and nun supporters of Tibetan 
independence, in preparation for the planned celebration 
in September this year of the 1965 naming of Tibet as 
an "Autonomous Region". Strict regulations, first 
announced last November, were repeated in Tibetan 
newspapers last month, imposing limits on the numbers 
of monks in each monastery and ordering all monks to 
"politically draw a clear line of demarcation between 
themselves and the Dalai clique". 

"We must educate and guide Tibetan Buddhism to 
reform itself so that is it compatible with our socialist 
society", said the Tibet Daily on 7th March. 

The series of incidents began in early February at the 
Buddhist nunnery of Terdrom, an important 8th century 
foundation in Meldrogungkar county near Drigung, about 
120 km north east of Lhasa. A number of nuns at 
Terdrom staged a demonstration there on about 5th 
February; two are believed to have been arrested and up 
to six others evaded arrest and have since fled. 

The incident followed a pro-independence protest in 
January at Yamure hermitage, 20 km south-east of 
Terdrom, which led to four arrests. The authorities have 
now imposed further punishment for the Yamure 
protest, and on 29th March local officials accompanied 
by police and a military escort announced that the abbot 
and one of the teachers had been expelled. It is the first 
known time in recent years that a serving abbot has 
been expelled from his monastery for political reasons. 
24 unregistered novice monks were also expelled from 
Yamure, in line with new regulations enforcing a ban on 
unofficial monks. 

Taglung/Barilbu 

A week after the Terdrom incident a series of protests 
involving 5 monasteries and nunneries began in the 
neighbouring county of Phenpo Lhundrup. Monks from 


Taglung, a major seat of the Kagyupa school, founded 
in the 12th century, travelled to Lhasa to stage protests 
on two occasions, one on or around 11th February and 
the second on 15th February. Seven monks from 
Taglung, 65 km north of Lhasa, and its affiliate 
monastery, Barilbu, were arrested. The monks put up 
strong resistance and several were said to have been 
badly injured during the arrests. 

The reaction of the authorities to the mini-protests 
staged by rural monasteries has been to send police or 
paramilitary troops to raid or surround the monasteries, 
a procedure that is never followed in urban areas. On 
17th February armed police surrounded Taglung 
monastery and issued a warning that the monastery 
would be closed if any further protests were staged. 
There are some accounts of resistance and of injuries 
during the raid. 

Gyabdrag 

At the same time 13 nuns from Gyab-drag nunnery 
(sometimes written as Gyalrab or Gyabrab), 25 km 
south of Taglung, travelled to Lhasa to stage a protest. 
On 1 5th February they were arrested and imprisoned in 
Gutsa jail, on the western outskirts of the capital. Five 
days later, on 20th February, a force of armed police 
were sent to the village beside the nunnery, according 
to some sources, who say that the families of the 
detainees were asked by the police to pay 2,000 yuan 
(about 4 years average income) in return for the release 
of each woman. 

Chubsang - Nyemo - Shar Bumpa 

On 16th February 1995, five women from Chubsang 
nunnery on the northern outskirts of Lhasa were 
arrested after a demonstration in Lhasa and taken to 
Gutsa jail, where they joined five other Chubsang nuns 
who had been arrested during a similar demonstration 
two weeks earlier. 

On 17th February five women from a nunnery in 
Nyemo, 150 km west of Lhasa, were arrested and sent 
to Gutsa, according to one unconfirmed report. During 
February officials are said to have collected identity 
cards from monks and nuns in Nyemo county, a 
procedure which in effect prevents them from travelling 
out of the area, according to an unconfirmed report. 

On 28th February, according to one report, nine nuns 
from Shar Bumpa in Phenpo, about 20 km south of 
Taglung, staged a demonstration in Lhasa. The 
response of the authorities is unknown. 

Nalanda 

At the end of February a major incident took place in 
Nalandra monastery, an important monastery of the 
Sakya school, situated 25 km north of Lhasa and 30 km 
south of Taglung. The incident began on 21st or 25th 
February when police arrested a Nalandra monk in the 
nearby county town of Lhundrup Dzong after the monk 
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Pro-Independence Demonstrations February-March 1995 

() incidents which are unconfirmed (9) 

+ incidents led by nuns (9) 

@ incidents in rural areas (6) 


+ 2nd or 3rd February: five nuns from Chubsang arrested after demonstrating in the Barkor 

(3rd February: five monks dressed in lay clothes demonstrate in the Barkor and are arrested - unconfirmed) 

( + @ 4th, 5th or 6th February: in Donpar Monastery, Nyemo, four nuns demonstrated and were arrested - 
unconfirmed) 

+ @ c.5th February: 2 nuns arrested after demonstration at Terdrom nunnery near Drigung in Meldrogungkar; 6 
others escape 

+ 8th February: four or five nuns demonstrate in the Barkor and are arrested 

(10th February: unknown number of monks and nuns arrested after protest in Lhasa - unconfirmed) 

11th February: protest in Lhasa by monks from Taglung monastery - unconfirmed, date unclear; 1 7th February: 
@ soldiers raid Taglung monastery 

(15th February: protest in Lhasa by monks from Barilbu monastery, perhaps part of Taglung, leading to seven 
arrests - unconfirmed) 

+ 1 5th February: protest in Lhasa by 13 nuns from Gyabrab or Gyalrab or Gyabrag nunnery in Phenpo; some 
sources date this to 20th February; @ perhaps the raid on the nunnery was 20th February - date uncertain 

( + 16th February: five nuns from Chubsang nunnery were arrested after a demonstration and taken to Gutsa jail 

- unconfirmed) 

(+ 17th February: five women from a nunnery in Nyemo were arrested after a demonstration and sent to Gutsa 

- unconfirmed) 

( + 25th February: 2-3 nuns in demonstration in the Barkor - unconfirmed) 

@ c.25th February: Nalandra monks march to Phenpo Lhundrup in protest for independence or against arrest of 
fellow monk on 21st February; police raid Nalandra; c.28th (?) Feb: PAP raid monastery; 32 arrests, 8 more 
arrests later, 64 expulsions - dates unclear 

( + 28th February: nine nuns from Shar Bumpa in Phenpo staged a demonstration in Lhasa, no news of arrests; 
unconfirmed.) 

(@ 8th March: alleged incident at Retring involving tear gas and many arrests - unconfirmed, implausible) 

1 7th March: c.20 people demonstrate in the Barkor at 2pm; three arrested. 


was found to have a Tibetan flag or a pro-independence 
badge hidden in his clothes. 

The arrest angered the monks at Nalandra, leading to a 
dispute with police who wanted to search the 
monastery and, according to some reports, a protest 
march by the monks to the nearby town of Phenpo. 
Police attempts to search the monastery were repulsed 
by the monks. "The monks pelted stones at the police 
and could not arrest any monk," said one source. 

Armed police were called in and on about 28th February 
laid siege to Nalandra. The troops, travelling in 1 truck 
and 13 jeeps, suggesting they numbered about 70, met 
with strong resistance from the monks. "The monks 
threw stones at them and many police were injured. 
Later tear gas shells were thrown inside the monastery 


and police beat up all the monks inside the monastery," 
claimed a source. 

The troops threatened to open fire if the monks did not 
surrender, and the monks were overpowered. 32 of the 
monks were arrested and on 9th March were taken to 
Sangyip prison in Lhasa. They were badly beaten during 
the arrest, according to several sources. Over the next 
two weeks 8 more monks were arrested, bringing the 
total to 40, and including the chant master, the 
monastery accountant, the discipline-master and other 
senior monastic officials. 

A source in the Tibetan underground movement said 
that senior monks at Nalandra had been planning to 
carry out a demonstration in the Lhasa Barkor on 16th 
March, and had prepared wooden blocks for printing 
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pro-independence leaflets, several hundred of which 
were discovered by police after the siege. Police also 
discovered two large Tibetan flags during an exhaustive 
search, which included the chapels, the stores and the 
kitchen as well as the dormitories. The search of the 
monastery was shown on Lhasa television, the first 
time such a procedure had been televised, according to 
one source. "Maybe this search was broadcast in order 
to justify the closure of the monastery", he commented. 

"Since 3rd March 1995 the monastery has looked like a 
concentration centre", said the source, describing the 
arrival of the political re-education teams at Nalandra to 
follow up the police raid. 

"A Work Team has been sent in and all the monks are 
forced to attend the meetings with them. The meetings 
last all day and except for a lunch break the monks 
have to spend the whole day listening to the speeches," 
said one Tibetan with connections to the monastery. 
The Work Team threatened to close the monastery if 
the monks were disobedient, and suspended monastic 
activity at the monastery and banned any visits from 
outside, he added. 

By the middle of March re-education teams had been 
sent to all monasteries and nunneries in Phenpo 
Lhundrub county, and had issued warnings that 
monasteries would be closed down in the event of 
further protest. Monks in the county have been told that 
they are not allowed to carry out rituals in private 
houses, even in the case of deaths, said the source. 

The Work Team officials at Nalandra ordered the 
expulsion of 64 monks, leaving the monastery, which 
until the raid had 140 registered monks and 20 
unregistered novices, with about 60 monks. Most of 
those who were forced to leave the monastery were 
from the Chang or northern plateau area of Tibet, a few 
miles to the north of Lhundrup. "Chang people are 
supposed to be supporters of the Chinese government, 
but this proved to be wrong this time," claimed one 
activist in Lhasa. The mass expulsion is the biggest on 
record in recent times. 

The raid by the People's Armed Police (PAP) has led to 
disputes amongst officials, because the troops did not 
contact local civilian officials or the religious affairs 
department before carrying out the raid. "PAP invaded 
the monastery without informing the local authorities, 
and now the Lhundrup county authorities are blaming 
the PAP for mishandling the situation", said a source in 
Lhasa. "The PAP are the landlords here and are not 
subject to any rules", he commented. 

Retring 

There are unconfirmed reports of a similar incident on 
8th March at Retring, another major monastery in 
Lhundrup county, where monks throwing stones and 
using slings are said to have fought with armed police, 
injuring some of the police seriously. The reports are 
unconfirmed. 

Lhasa, 17th March 

Meanwhile in Lhasa the end of the New Year 
celebrations was marked by another demonstration in 
the Barkor, the pilgrimage circuit around the main 


temple. At about 2pm approximately 20 monks and 
laymen ran around the Jokhang Temple, chanting Free 
Tibet slogans, said a western tourist who was in the 
capital. "The demonstration was quickly broken up by 
Chinese plain clothes police and uniformed security 
men", said the tourist, who asked not to be named. 
Some of the protestors escaped into the crowd but 
three others, believed to be monks, were arrested and 
beaten. The demonstration took place on the last day of 
Monlam Chenmo, the Great Prayer Festival, public 
celebration of which has been banned by the Chinese 
authorities since 1990. 

Note: Names of 30 of the 40 monks arrested from 
Nalandra monastery are printed in TIN Background 
Briefing Paper No.26). 

Crackdown in Gan-lho: Monk Paralysed After 
Labrang Posters 

TIN News Update/18 September, 1995a 

A display of pro-independence posters in a remote area 
of eastern Tibet has led to a campaign by police against 
suspected dissidents resulting in at least five reported 
arrests, in the course of which one Tibetan is said to 
have received a seven year prison sentence, one monk 
has been partially paralysed, and another has 
disappeared for 10 months. 

The police crackdowm, known in Chinese as a "Striking 
A Powerful Blow" campaign, believed to have been 
running for the last three months, was declared a 
success in a local paper last week in southern Gansu 
province. The campaign had sought "to expose 
organisations [and] to strongly overthrow cases of 
underground activity", said the Gan-lho Sang-gyur, an 
official party paper in its 1st September edition. 

The crackdown, which has led to at least two appeals 
from local Tibetans for international intervention, 
follows the appearance of illegal posters in March this 
year in Ngulra, a town in Machu county in southern 
Gansu, and in Xiahe, 1 50 km north of Ngulra, in May. 

Local Tibetans said the crackdown was also linked to 
large-scale military exercises which ended on 16th 
September in a rural area 15 km north of Xiahe. 3,000 
Chinese troops are reportedly taking part in the 
exercise, which began three weeks ago, a move which 
some local Tibetans say is intended as intimidation after 
the pro-independence posters appeared at Labrang 
monastery in Xiahe, called Sangchu in Tibetan. 

Labrang is one of the most important monasteries in 
Tibetan Buddhism, closely associated with the Dalai 
Lama's Gelugpa school and in particular with the 
Panchen Lama. Properly known as Labrang Tashikyil, 
the monastery, which held 5,000 monks before 1950, 
now has over 500 monks and is ranked as a Chinese 
national monument, attracting large numbers of Chinese 
tourists as well as foreigners. The monastery is situated 
in Amdo, the former north-eastern province of Tibet, an 
area which is now part of a Tibetan autonomous 
prefecture called Gan-lho or Southern Gansu (Gannan in 
Chinese), in Gansu province. 

This is the first report of pro-independence activity in 
the Gan-lho area since a monk was detained for putting 
up posters in July 1993. A number of Labrang monks 
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were jailed for giving out pro-independence leaflets in 
March 1990 and five were detained in 1987 for 
listening to tapes of the Dalai Lama. 

"Paralysed" 

One monk detained in the 1995 crackdown is said to be 
partially paralysed as a result of police treatment. The 
monk, Jigme Gyatso, who comes from Tsayu township 
in Xiahe, was detained on 19th May by the Xiahe 
County Police on suspicion of involvement in putting up 
the posters at Labrang monastery. He was not allowed 
to sleep when first taken into detention, and was 
beaten very badly by a "young policeman who was 
drunk", according to an unconfirmed report. It did not 
name the policeman. 

"After the beating Jigme couldn't move his arms and 
legs," said the source, who cannot be identified. "When 
police suspected that he was going to die they 
demanded money from his parents before they would 
release their son," said the source, who claimed that 
the parents had to pay 1,000 yuan in return for his 
release. 

"When he came out of the prison his mind wasn’t clear 
and he still couldn't move his limbs," said the source, 
adding that the prisoner appeared to be suffering from 
some form of brain or neurological damage. Doctors at 
the Xiahe County Hospital are said to have refused to 
treat him because of his political record, and Jigme 
Gyatso had to be taken to the Traditional Tibetan 
Medical Hospital for treatment. 

Police later say that they found a copy of a speech by 
the exile Tibetan leader, the Dalai Lama, in the monk's 
room but appear to have discontinued their case against 
the monk after his condition deteriorated. The arrest has 
been criticised by a large number of Tibetans in the 
area, many of whom visited the monk while he was in 
the local Tibetan hospital. In an appeal issued on 25th 
August and just received in Europe one Tibetan in the 
area called on international organisations to hold an 
enquiry. 

"In our opinion the Xiahe County Police have violated 
human rights," said the appeal, which was signed with 
a pseudonym. "They have also acted illegally according 
to Chinese law. We call on international organisations 
as well as the central Chinese authorities to investigate 
this case," it said, adding that the police had minimal 
evidence to link the monk to the posters. 

Seven Year Sentence 

The police crackdown seems to have been a response 
to the appearance of pro-independence posters in Ngulra 
and Labrang, resulting in a wave of investigations, 
searches and arrests. 

On 1st September the authorities in Xiahe announced 
that the "Striking A Powerful Blow" campaign had 
"brought results" in its attempt "to strongly overthrow 
cases of underground activity". The Xiahe County 
Police had "made great strides in achieving social 
stability" and had "struck a blow against the problem", 
according to the Gan-lho Sang-gyur, the Tibetan 
language version of Gannan Xinwen, the official paper 


for the area, which made no explicit reference to 
political dissent. 

"The article means that Xiahe county police suspected 
that a political movement existed in the form of 
underground organisations associated with the 
independence of Tibet and that they have destroyed a 
few," said the source. "They justify their actions by 
claiming it is being done for the preservation of social 
stability," he added. 

The campaign led to increased surveillance in Labrang 
monastery, where a number of undercover police were 
installed, and to harassment of local people who speak 
foreign languages, according to the source, who said 
that in some cases people seen in the street after 
midnight had been beaten or briefly detained by police. 

At least one layman, Drolkar Gyap, written in Chinese 
as Zhong Gejia, has been arrested in the crackdown. 
Drolkar, a 26 year old male from Machu county (written 
in Chinese as Maqu) in Southern Gansu, was detained in 
June 1995 for "political reasons", according to a report 
from China. 

Unlike the other reported cases, Drolkar Gyap has 
already been tried and sentenced, receiving 7 years for 
his unknown political offence. Drolkar Gyap who was a 
student of Tibetan language at the North-West 
Minorities Institute in Lanzhou, according to one report. 
Another source said he was a teacher who returned last 
year from spending two years in India teaching at a 
school for exile Tibetans. 

Ngulra Posters 

Another monk, Konchog Jigme, from Ngulra in 
neighbouring Machu county, was arrested by the Xiahe 
County Police in June on suspicion of involvement in 
putting up posters in Ngulra in March. A search of his 
room in Labrang was carried out in June by Xiahe 
police, who are said to have found a video tape and 
some books connected to the Dalai Lama. 

Konchog Jigme, a member of the administration of 
Labrang monastery and well regarded for his religious 
expertise, is said to have been badly beaten. He is still 
in prison, according to the source, who said last week 
that despite spending three months in detention he had 
not yet been charged. 

A third man, Konchog Choephel, also believed to be a 
monk from Labrang monastery, was detained by police 
for similar reasons, but no further details are available 
about him. 

Benza Trinley: Missing for 10 Months 

Another suspected activist from Labrang, detained 
several months before the crackdown, is still missing, 
according to several reports. Benza Trinley, a 26 year 
old monk from Labrang, disappeared after a trip to 
Lhasa, over 1,000 km. west of the monastery. He was 
detained by police in Xiahe in November 1994 after he 
returned from the Tibetan capital, where he is said to 
have been searching unsuccessfully for his brother, who 
had recently run away from Labrang. No news has been 
heard of Benza since, apart from a rumour that he may 
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be in custody in Tsoe, Chinese Hezuo, about 60 km 
from Labrang. 

Reasons for his detention are unclear, but one source 
notes he had been forbidden to leave Labrang following 
an earlier detention in 1993, while another source 
claims that police had accused him of having sent his 
brother to India on "a political mission". 

Benza Trinley had been detained in Xiahe for two 
months in July 1993 for "counter-revolutionary 
activity" after pro-independence posters had appeared 
on walls in Labrang Monastery, as well as on various 
shops and government offices in the district. Benza, 
also known as Badza, did not confess to involvement in 
the poster campaign and was released on condition that 
he would be available for further questioning at any 
time, and on condition that he would not leave the area. 

Last week relatives of Benza Trinley who have since 
escaped to India called on Amnesty International and 
other human rights groups to appeal for his release from 
custody. 

Additional Note, November 1995: Benza Trinley had 
graduated from the Gansu Buddhist Institute (Gansu 
Foxueyuan) in 1993, and had been in trouble in April 
1994 when a letter he reportedly wrote to a classmate 
was opened en route. In the letter he referred to 'Free 
Tibet'. The incident had been reported to the police and 
had led to his arrest. His brother had successfully 
intervened with the police and got him released on that 
occasion, according to a friend of Benza Trinley who 
just arrived in India. 

He reported that Benza Trinley was arrested on June 
15th 1994 for putting up posters calling for Tibetan 
independence in Xiahe, the same day that Gongthang 
Rinpoche, a high lama at Labrang. was holding a prayer 
meeting attended by thousands of people in the 'Sanke' 
grasslands (dacaoyuan) some 13 kms. from Xiahe. As 
of June 1995, neither Benza Trinley's family or friends 
had received any information as to his whereabouts or 
situation. 

Locals Complain about Military Exercises in Gansu 

TIN News Update / 18 September, 1995b 

Tibetans in Southern Gansu, which they regard as part 
of Tibet's former north-eastern province of Amdo, have 
complained that large-scale military exercises in the 
area have led to looting, intimidation and environmental 
damage by soldiers. 

The exercises are taking place near a village called Gan- 
gya Kongma, situated at 3,000 metres above sea level 
in a rural area 15 km north of Xiahe, where one of 
Tibet's most important monasteries is sited. 

About 3,000 Chinese troops began the exercises three 
weeks ago, a move which some local Tibetan say may 
have been connected to current attempts by the 
authorities to deter Tibetans from involvement in 
political dissent. 

At least five Tibetans have been detained since May as 
part of a police crackdown on underground groups in 
Xiahe county, following the appearance of pro¬ 


independence posters at Labrang monastery in Xiahe 
this May and in neighbouring Ngulra two months earlier. 

The military manoeuvres began in the Labrang area in 
the last week of August, when the troops, reportedly 
equipped with some 80 artillery pieces, were moved to 
the area from their normal base in the neighbouring 
prefecture of Linxia. 

Xiahe, known as Sangchu in Tibetan, is part of Gan-lho 
or Southern Gansu prefecture, known in Chinese as 
Gannan and officially described as an autonomous area 
run by local Tibetans. The Gan-gya area includes large 
stretches of flat high-level pasture land and is ideal for 
vehicle manoeuvres. 

Troops involved in the exercises have been accused of 
stealing property from local people, according to a 
source in the area, who claimed that military authorities 
had told local Tibetans that nothing could be done to 
restrain the soldiers. 

There were additional complaints that the exercises 
were affecting the local economy and fodder supply. 
"The military exercises are doing a lot of damage to the 
pasture land around the village, with the result that 
there is not enough grass for the animals," said a 
source, who also reported complaints that the troops 
were dumping their waste near the village. 

"Tibetan people think that the training is intended to 
intimidate Tibetans, because there was a display of 
Tibetan independence posters in Labrang monastery", 
said the source, who asked not to be named. "The 
contradiction between Chinese and Tibetan people is 
getting bigger and bigger," he commented. 

The manoeuvres appear to be part of large scale military 
exercises in Gansu which finished on 16th September, 
according to the Jiefang Bao, China's military 
newspaper. The exercises involved hundreds of 
camouflaged tanks, armoured cars, artillery launchers 
and warplanes from the 21st division of the PLA, 
according to the press agency UPI, citing the army 
newspaper. The agency said only that the manoeuvres 
took place "at the foot of Helan mountain" in Gansu. 

The exercises followed large-scale troop movements 
and guided missile tests in July and August near 
Taiwan, UPI noted. 

Other Protests 

There are a number of reports of other political protests. 
All are unconfirmed except the first two: 

- in Shigatse on 12th July, 1995 about 60 monks in 
Tashilhunpo monastery refused to unroll the giant 
thangka, due for unravelling that day, in protest at the 
denunciation campaign being waged against their abbot 
and against the Dalai Lama; about 30 arrests followed 
that night 

- in Lhasa at about 6pm on 12th July, 1995 (2) two 
men in maroon clothes (not robes) were arrested by 8- 
10 men, of whom two or three were in uniform, within 
a few seconds of shouting slogans in the Barkor. "I saw 
the fist go up and then there were men all around 
them," said a western tourist. 
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- on 2nd September, 1995: a tourist reported seeing a 
number of women arrested in front of the Barkor. 

- on 4th September five nomads from Damzhung 
[Damshung] demonstrated in the Barkor. They were 
arrested. One person had to be taken to hospital after 
the arrest. Another source dated the incident to two 
days earlier. 

- at about 6 o'clock in the evening of 9th October six 
nuns from Shungseb Gonpa demonstrated in the Barkor. 
They were carrying a Tibetan flag and "were arrested 
after taking only fifteen steps", according to a report. 

- in the afternoon of 11th October a Tibetan man ran 
round the Barkor holding up a flag and was detained. 


- at about 5 o'clock in the evening of 4th November six 
monks from Tashilhunpo demonstrated outside the 
Samdrubling guest house in Shigatse. They were 
arrested. 

- at about 8pm in the evening on Sunday 19th 
November there was a demonstration involving 11 
monks and nuns in the Barkor, in front of the Jokhang. 
The incident appear to have been a spontaneous 
response to an attempt by a policeman to remove a 
badge of the Dalai Lama from a nun. The policeman is 
said to have tried to pull the badge from the clothes of 
the nun, who resisted. Some others supported her and 
fought off the policemen. Five were arrested by the 
police, and a number of others escaped. 


Prisons 


Tibetan Girl Held for 1 Year After Release 
Announced 

TIN News Update / 9 April, 1995 

A 1 5 year old Tibetan girl has been released from prison 
nearly a year after the Chinese government first 
announced that she had been freed. She had been held 
without sentence or trial for a year and a half in a Lhasa 
prison for planning a pro-independence demonstration. 

Her case had been raised last year with the Chinese 
authorities by governments of the European Union, as 
well as by the UN, who had been told that she was no 
longer in custody. 

In May 1994 the Chinese Government wrote to the UN 
saying that the girl, Gyaltsen Pelsang, had been 
released "in view of her relative youth". The US 
Government was told a month later that she was still in 
custody and was "not yet criminally sentenced". 

Four months later a delegation of diplomats from the 
European Union who visited Lhasa in October 1994 
were told that she had already been released "on 
account of being under the age of criminal 
responsibility". 

In fact Gyaltsen Pelsang was still in Gutsa detention 
centre, 3 km east of Lhasa, when the European 
diplomats visited the city. The diplomats left without 
checking the Chinese claim and she remained in prison 
for four months after they left, according to a Tibetan 
woman who reached India this week. 

Gyaltsen Pelsang, a novice at Garu nunnery, 5 km north 
of Lhasa, was finally allowed to leave Gutsa Prison on 
9th February 1995, 19 months and 27 days after she 
was arrested for joining a group of eleven nuns who 
planned to hold a pro-independence demonstration in 


Lhasa. There is no evidence that the nuns were able to 
stage the protest before they were detained. 

The eleven other nuns arrested with her on 14th June 
1993 were found guilty of "counter-revolutionary 
incitement" by a Lhasa court and were sentenced to 
between two and six years in prison. They were 
transferred from Gutsa to Drapchi Prison in Lhasa in late 
1993. 

Gyaltsen Pelsang, at that time 13 years old, was 
considered too young to be tried by a court, as 14 is 
the legal age of criminal responsibility in China. She 
therefore remained in detention at Gutsa, where she 
served an indeterminate sentence, without trial and 
without knowing when the imprisonment would finish. 

In Chinese law children cannot be held with adults, but 
Gutsa is believed to include a re-education through 
labour centre, a juvenile detention centre, and a shelter- 
and-investigation unit for holding vagrants, as well as 
its main section which holds prisoners who are "under 
investigation" or awaiting sentences. Efforts to keep 
the different sections separate are reported to have 
been abandoned in around 1992 and juvenile prisoners 
are now kept with older ones, according to some 
reports. 

Despite her age Gyaltsen Pelsang, whose lay name is 
Nyima or Migmar, has a history of political activism. In 
June 1992, when she was 12 years old, she had 
wanted to join a demonstration by a group of nuns who 
marched round the Potala Palace, but she was 
prevented from going with them at the last minute. She 
joined another protest by nuns on 6th June 1993 but 
managed to evade arrest on that day, according to 
some sources. She was caught two weeks later on the 
way to the demonstration of 14th June 1993. 


TIN News Review No.24: Reports from Tibet, April to December 1995 


62 




Shortly after being taken into Gutsa prison she staged a 
brief protest along with nuns from Shungseb nunnery, 
shouting pro-independence slogans in the prison. The 
women also demanded, without success, that they 
receive sentences. As a result her visiting rights were 
withdrawn and for the next 17 months she was not 
allowed contact with the outside world and her relatives 
were refused information about her whereabouts or 
health. 

Gyaltsen Pelsang, who comes from the village of 
Trikhang in Meldro Gyama, about 60 km north-east of 
Lhasa, was born with a handicapped right leg, and the 
condition is said to have deteriorated during her 
imprisonment. A Tibetan who saw her just after her 
release said that her leg had become worse and that 
she was trying to get medicine. "She urgently requires 
medical attention," said an exile Tibetan government 
official this week. 

Juveniles in Custody 

At least a dozen other Tibetans aged 15 years or 
younger, most of them nuns, have been imprisoned for 
political offences. Many, like Gyaltsen Pelsang, never 
received sentences and were held without any 
indication as to when they would be released. Three 
nuns from Michungri nunnery near Lhasa - Jampa 
Dedrol, Tenzin Dekyong and Ngawang Drolma, all of 
them aged 14 or 1 5 - spent up to a year without trial in 
Gutsa in 1993 after staging a demonstration on 13th 
March 1993. 

For no apparent reason some children of the same age, 
or even younger, have been given formal sentences. 
Gyaltsen Choedron, a 15 year old Michungri nun 
arrested on 21st August 1990, was given a two year 
sentence by an administrative committee for "spreading 
separatist ideology in order to split our Motherland... by 
shouting reactionary slogans such as "Tibet is 
independent"", according to official documents. 

Ngawang Sangdrol, a nun from Garu nunnery, was 15 
when she was sentenced, this time by a court, to a 
three year prison sentence for demonstrating on 17th 
June 1992. She was held with adults in Drapchi prison, 
where in October 1993 she was given an additional 3 
year sentence for singing nationalist songs inside the 
prison. This was her second offence, as she had served 
a one year sentence when she was 13 years old for 
taking part in a demonstration in August 1990. 

The youngest of the recent prisoners is Sherab 
Ngawang, a Michungri nun who was formally sentenced 
by an administrative or "re-education through reform" 
committee to 3 years in detention - although she was 
only 12 years old when she was detained. This was the 
maximum sentence that could be imposed by the 
committee. 

Sherab, from the village of Drok Tashikhang in 
Thangkya, Meldrogungkar county, was arrested for 
taking part in a protest in Lhasa with three other nuns 
and one monk on 3rd February 1992 - the eve of the 
Chinese New Year. It may have been because their 
protest took place during a Chinese festival - by chance 
they interrupted a New Year visit by the regional 
Governor to the Barkor police station - that Sherab and 
her colleagues received such heavy sentences. 


according to one woman who was in prison with them 
and has since been released. 

In Chinese law Sherab is too young to be sentenced, 
and it has been suggested that the Chinese authorities 
were unaware of her age. "In prison she lied about her 
age and said she was 16, because she wanted to be 
sentenced and stay with the other imprisoned nuns 
from Michungri," said a nun who was in prison with 
her. But a court document seen by TIN states that she 
was too young to be tried with the other 
demonstrators, showing that the authorities knew she 
was under 16. 

Sherab's attempt to stay in prison with her friends did 
not work: she was sent to the re-education through 
labour camp at Trisam in Toelung Dechen county, while 
the other nuns were sent to Drapchi Prison. In theory 
she should have been released in February 1995, but 
there is no news of her whereabouts. 

Fourth Tibetan Woman Dies After Leaving Prison 

TIN News Update / 17 April, 1995 

A Tibetan nun who was a political prisoner has died, 
apparently as a result of maltreatment or poor living 
conditions in custody. She was the tenth political 
prisoner since 1987 to die shortly after leaving prison, 
and the fourth women to die in four years. At least two 
other prisoners have been hospitalised in a serious 
condition in the last five months. 

24 year old Gyaltsen Kelsang had served three quarters 
of a two year jail sentence when she died at her home 
on the outskirts of Lhasa, just after midday on 20th 
February 1995. She had been allowed to return to her 
home for medical reasons but was still technically in 
custody and due to return to the prison. 

Gyaltsen Kelsang had been beaten when she was first 
arrested nearly two years ago, and again after she was 
transferred to Drapchi, Lhasa's main prison, 18 months 
ago, according to unofficial sources in Tibet. "She was 
badly beaten there, became weak and was put to hard 
labour", said one source this week. A year later "her 
health worsened and she was bed-ridden for more than 
20 days in prison, but the prison guards did not care", 
the source claimed. 

In late November 1994 she was taken from Drapchi 
prison to the Police Hospital in Lhasa where she was 
diagnosed as suffering severe kidney problems, 
according to unofficial Tibetan sources. 

Gyaltsen Kelsang is the tenth political prisoner since 
1987 to have died shortly after being sent home from 
prison. The three most recent deaths were also of 
women dissidents - one lay woman and two nuns in 
their early 20s. Rigzin Choedron, from Shungseb 
nunnery, died in October 1992, a month after release 
from Trisam "re-education through labour" camp. 
Phuntsog Yangkyi, from Michungri nunnery, died in 
June 1994, ten days after being transferred from 
Drapchi prison. 

Eight months after Phuntsog Yangkyi's death the 
Chinese authorities responded for the first time to 
allegations that she had been beaten in prison, 
describing them as "a sheer distortion of facts". "She 
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was diagnosed as suffering from cerebral tuberculosis," 
said China's State Council in a report published by 
Xinhua on 26th February 1995. "The hospital used 
whatever means of treatment [was] available to it to 
save her life," it added. 

Partial Paralysis 

After admission to the Police Hospital in November 
1994 Gyaltsen Kelsang lost movement in her lower 
limbs and her speech was impaired. "From the waist 
down she was very thin and didn't feel anything in 
either of her legs, so that she wouldn't know if you put 
a needle in her leg," said a Tibetan who visited the nun 
in November. 

"At the time I saw her she couldn't eat and her face 
looked really dry. She was very scared of dying and 
could hardly speak. She spoke very slowly and she was 
panting a lot," said her friend. "She said she was going 
to die soon. I reassured her and told her that she would 
recover". 

The visitor did not know why Gyaltsen Kelsang had 
been hospitalised or whether she had been injured in 
prison. "There were so many people around that I didn't 
dare to ask. She was surrounded by other people and 
you never know if you can trust them." 

After a month without improvement Gyaltsen Kelsang 
was sent home to her parents on medical parole, a form 
of conditional release given to prisoners who are 
seriously ill. The prisoner has to return to prison if they 
recover from the illness, and Gyaltsen Kelsang's parents 
were obliged to report once a week on their daughter's 
state of health. 

The family arranged for her to be admitted to the 
Tibetan hospital where doctors, using traditional Tibetan 
medicine, diagnosed a chronic condition which they said 
had been complicated by the treatment given in the 
police hospital. She stayed for nine weeks in the 
Tibetan Hospital without further sign of improvement 
and died seven days after returning home for the 
second time. According to one report, the parents have 
been asked to pay for the cost of her medical 
treatment. 

Tibetans in Lhasa say that her death was related to 
earlier maltreatment in prison, and say that when the 
body was prepared for traditional Tibetan sky burial it 
showed severe anaemia, internal adhesions around the 
lungs and ribs, ruptured liver and gall-bladder, and 
wasting of the musculature around the heart. Many of 
the symptoms, linked to the breathing difficulties, are 
compatible with chronic conditions such as pneumonia, 
or with miliary tuberculosis, a life-threatening disease 
associated with poor living conditions and 
malnourishment, and of which some associated forms 
can cause loss of sensation in the lower body. The 
chronic symptoms do not rule out earlier damage to 
internal organs resulting from physical assaults. 

"From this description it is certainly plausible that she 
died as a result of maltreatment she received in prison, 
but to what extent it was due to torture rather than to 
lack of proper medical treatment and living conditions is 
difficult to say," commented a British doctor on the 
reports. 


"If it was kidney damage that killed the nun, then it is 
due to torture," said a Tibetan close to the case, who 
asked not to be named. "The diagnosis by the doctors 
at the Tibetan hospital notes that the nun was also 
suffering from chronic problems - but she was in good 
health when she was admitted to prison. Both readings 
confirm that the nun was killed in the jail," he claimed. 

Gyaltsen Kelsang, whose layname was Kelsang Drolma, 
came from a village in Nyangdren township, just beside 
Dode, on the north-eastern outskirts of Lhasa. She was 
sentenced to 2 years imprisonment for taking part with 
11 other Garu nuns in a pro-independence 
demonstration on 14th June 1993. The nuns are 
thought to have been arrested before they had time to 
begin the demonstration. 

In October 1994 European diplomats visiting Lhasa 
raised the case of Gyaltsen Kelsang and the 11 other 
Garu nuns with Yang Chuantang, the vice-chairman of 
the Tibet Autonomous Region, who told the diplomats 
that the nuns had been convicted of "separatist 
activities". The diplomats appealed for clemency and 
sought further information about the nuns' condition, 
but without success. 

Prisoners with Alleged Kidney Damage and Chronic 
Illness 

Some deaths of prisoners have occurred months or 
even years after release, but have still been allegedly 
connected to maltreatment in prison. In a case reported 
by sources in Lhasa for the first time only this week, a 
former Tibetan prisoner was said to have died after four 
years of hospital treatment failed to repair kidney or 
internal organ damage sustained when he was kicked 
by staff in prison. 

The victim, Dawa Tsering, had been arrested on 8th 
March 1989, when he was 17 years old, for taking part 
in a pro-independence demonstration. Dawa, a Lhasa 
Middle School pupil from Tsomonling, was admitted by 
his family to the regional hospital immediately after he 
completed his 12 month sentence in Outhridu ("Brigade 
No 5") Re-education through Labour Camp in March 
1990. He remained in the hospital until he died four 
years later. 

Several of the serious cases of death or chronic 
sickness amongst prisoners in Lhasa are alleged by 
other Tibetans to have been connected to kidney 
damage, which can lead to gradual deterioration and 
death. "There have been several reports of kidney 
failure among prisoners in Lhasa, and these could be a 
result of beatings or other kinds of injuries," TIN was 
told by a Tibetan medical expert, who asked not to be 
named. 

Another of the nuns arrested with Gyaltsen Kelsang in 
June 1993, 19 year old Ngawang Chendrol, was 
transferred from Drapchi prison to a hospital in January 
1995. She was suffering from kidney damage 
compounded by malnourishment, according to Tibetan 
sources, and is now believed to be at home on medical 
parole. "She was beaten a lot and now she looks very 
old, as if her spirit has left her," said a nun, since 
released, who had been in prison with her. "If she 
recovers she will have to go back to prison, but at 
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present it doesn't look like she will get better", she 
said. Ngawang Chendrol, sometimes spelt Ngawang 
Peldron, whose layname is Phurbu Drolkar, is due for 
full release in June 1996. 

A male prisoner, Yeshe Khedrup, was transferred in a 
serious condition to the Police Hospital in Lhasa on or 
shortly after 5th November 1994, a few days before 
Gyaltsen Kelsang was brought there from the same 
prison. Yeshe Khedrup, a 24 year old monk from 
Ganden monastery near Lhasa, was serving a 6 year 
sentence in Drapchi prison for taking part in a 
demonstration on 6 May 1992. Hospital officials said 
he was under treatment for leg injuries, but according to 
well-informed sources he was suffering from kidney 
damage after being kicked by prison staff. His present 
condition is unknown. 

Some prisoners are suffering from non-life threatening 
conditions, such as two women in Drapchi whose 
eyesight is said to have been damaged during 
imprisonment. 22 year old Gyaltsen Kunsang from Garu 
nunnery, who is serving a 4 year sentence for a 

demonstration in June 1992, is losing her sight, 

allegedly as a result of beatings or poor working 
conditions. Ngawang Rigdrol, a 20 year old nun who is 
serving 6 years for taking part in the same 

demonstration, also cannot see well now. The reasons 
are unknown, although she may have suffered 

temporary damage from being held for three months in 
solitary confinement in a darkened room in 1992. 

Unconfirmed reports from Lhasa describe more 
sophisticated forms of torture now being used, at least 
by one section of the security services, including 
exposing prisoners to extremes of temperature. 
According to one report a suspect was allegedly 
tortured for three days, spending 16 hours out of every 
24 hour period strapped spread-eagled to a wall in front 
of a heated iron plate, followed by over-night 
confinement semi-naked in a metal-walled cold room. 
The process is extremely debilitating but leaves no 
visible signs of abuse. 

Tibet's Youngest Prisoner Dies 

TIN News Update / 30 May, 1995 

A Tibetan nun believed to have been the youngest 
political prisoner in Tibet died two weeks ago just after 
release from prison. The death apparently due to being 
beaten for pulling a face at prison guards, or to lack of 
medical treatment, according to unofficial reports from 
Tibet. 

Sherab Ngawang was the twelfth political prisoner 
since 1987 to die in suspicious circumstance in prison 
or shortly after leaving, and the fifth women to die in 
four years. She is the first prisoner to die while still a 
child, but almost all the deaths have involved young 
people: eight of the dead prisoners were under 30 years 
old when they died. 

Sherab Ngawang, thought to have been 15 years old 
when she died, was released from detention in February 
1995 after completing a three year sentence for joining 
a pro-independence demonstration in 1992. Five 
women were involved in that protest, and Sherab's 
death means that two of those five women have now 
died either in custody or just after being released. 


"When she was released she was so ill because of 
torture and ill-treatment in prison that she was sent to 
different hospitals in Lhasa," claimed one unofficial 
source in Lhasa, who said that doctors had diagnosed 
malfunction in both kidneys, as well as some damage to 
the lungs. 

In February this year she was treated unsuccessfully in 
various hospitals in Lhasa and later at a rural hospital 
near her parents' home in Meldrogungkar. Sherab died 
in Meldrogungkar on 15th May, three months after 
being released from prison. 

A Tibetan undertaker who was at the sky-burial, where 
the body is cut up and fed to vultures, according to 
traditional practice, reported that the kidneys showed 
signs of acute damage and that there were adhesions 
on the lungs. "He said he had never seen the body of a 
young person in such a state," said one source. The 
symptoms could be related to severe beatings or to a 
chronic infection that has not been treated in time. 

Tibetan sources say that during her detention in the 
Trisam re-education through labour camp the child nun 
had been assaulted by prison guards using electric 
batons and that she had been beaten with a plastic tube 
filled with sand. "They beat her till she was so covered 
with bruises you could hardly recognise her", said one 
unofficial report. 

The report named four guards, all Tibetan men, whom it 
said had been egged on by Chinese colleagues to carry 
out the beatings, but did not say when they took place. 
The beating was administered because guards 
suspected that the girl had made a face at them when 
they were closing the cell doors one evening, according 
to a separate report. Both reports said that she was 
kicked or stamped on by the guards. Treatment in 
Trisam, a new facility opened in Toelung Dechen, 10 
kms west of Lhasa, in 1992, is considered to be gentler 
than in other Lhasa prisons. 

Friends of Sherab Ngawang, who were in prison with 
her but have since escaped to India, say that she was 
12 years old when she was arrested in 1992. She told 
police then that she was three years older so that she 
would be put in the same prison as the other nuns who 
were arrested with her, but the ruse failed: she was 
sent to serve her sentence in Trisam while most of her 
friends were given longer sentences and sent to Drapchi 
prison. 

Sherab, who comes from the village of Drok Tashikhang 
in Thangkya "xiang", a group of villages in 
Meldrogungkar county, was a novice nun at Michungri 
nunnery, situated on the eastern outskirts of Lhasa. At 
about 11am in the morning of 3rd February 1992 she 
joined four other Michungri nuns and one monk from 
Nyemo Gyalche monastery in a brief protest in the 
Barkor Square, the centre of the Tibetan quarter of 
Lhasa. 

The protest lasted only a few minutes before police 
seized the women, but it particularly upset the Chinese 
authorities because it interrupted a New Year visit to 
the Barkor Police station by the Governor of Tibet, the 
vice-mayor of Lhasa and about 1 5 other high officials. 
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One nun was sentenced to 7 years for the protest. The 
monk and two of the other nuns were given sentences 
of five years for the incident. One of the Michungri nuns 
arrested with Sherab Ngawang that day, Phuntsog 
Yangkyi, was given a 5 year sentence but died on 4 
June 1994, a few days after being transferred from 
Drapchi prison to a police hospital in Lhasa. 

The Chinese authorities described reports that her death 
was related to a beating in prison as "a sheer distortion 
of facts". "She was diagnosed as suffering from 
cerebral tuberculosis," said China's State Council in a 
report published by Xinhua on 26th February 1995. 

Amnesty International today rejected the Chinese 
explanation and called for an inquiry to be held. 
"According to medical opinion given to Amnesty 
International, provided normal medical care was 
available, a tuberculoma would not cause her death," 
said the human rights organisation. 

The four other women prisoners who have died in 
custody or shortly after release since 1991 are: Tsam- 
la, a businesswoman in her 40s from Lhasa (died 23rd 
August 1991); Kunsang Choekyi, aged 26, from 
Shungseb nunnery (October 1992), Phuntsog Yangkyi, 
aged 20, from Michungri nunnery (4th June 1994), and 
Gyaltsen Kelsang, aged 24, from Garu nunnery (20th 
February 1995). 

Prisoners in Hospital 

Some deaths of prisoners have occurred months or 
even years after release, but have still been allegedly 
connected to maltreatment in prison. In another case 
involving a juvenile prisoner, Dawa Tsering was said to 
have died after four years of hospital treatment failed to 
repair kidney or internal organ damage sustained when 
he was kicked by staff in Outhridu ("Brigade No 5") Re¬ 
education through Labour Camp in Lhasa. Dawa 
Tsering, then a 17 year old schoolboy, had been 
arrested in March 1989 after taking part in a pro¬ 
independence demonstration. 

At least two other prisoners have been hospitalised in a 
serious condition in the last six months. A 24 year old 
monk from Ganden monastery, Yeshe Khedrup, was 
transferred in a serious condition from Drapchi Prison, 
where he is serving a 6 year sentence, to the Police 
Hospital in Lhasa in November 1994. Hospital officials 
said he was treated for leg injuries, but according to 
well-informed sources he was suffering from kidney 
damage after being kicked by prison staff. 

19 year old Ngawang Chendrol, a nun from Garu 
serving 3 years for demonstrating in 1993, was 
transferred from Drapchi prison to a hospital in January 
1995 suffering from kidney damage compounded by 
malnourishment, according to Tibetan sources, and is 
now believed to be at home on medical parole. 

A report published by Amnesty International today lists 
45 Tibetans who were under 18 years old at the time 
of their arrest and who were still in custody accused of 
political offences at the end of last year. 11 of the 45 
were girls, and 26 of the 45 were still under 18 in 
December 1 994. 


"Tibetan children accused of political offences have ben 
tortured or ill-treated, held with adult prisoners and 
forced to hard labour," said the organisation, noting that 
these practices contravened the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, which China ratified in March 1992. 

Prisoner Faces Execution for Political Protest 

TIN News Update / 29 May, 1995 v2 

A Tibetan prisoner is under threat of execution for 
staging a pro- independence demonstration in prison 
three months ago and Tibetans in Lhasa have appealed 
for help to save him from the death sentence, according 
to sources in Lhasa with connections to the main prison 
there. 

Prison authorities and the Labour Reform Bureau are 
said to have written to the Procuracy and to the 
Intermediate Court calling for the prisoner, 33 year old 
Lodroe Gyatso, to be sentenced to death. 

An official at the Intermediate Court in Lhasa said earlier 
this week that the case was "not clear" but gave no 
other details, according to VOA, the Washington-based 
broadcasting station. The exile Tibetan Government 
reported last week that the intermediate court has 
already passed a death sentence, and that the sentence 
is awaiting ratification from the Tibet's High court. 

Lodroe Gyatso, who comes from Sog county in Nagchu, 
Northern Tibet, has been in Unit 1 of Drapchi prison in 
Lhasa since 1993, when he was sentenced to 15 years 
for killing a man during an argument. Tibetans sources 
say that Lodroe, a performer with the Sog County 
Dance Group, was acting in self-defence. 

The threat of execution arises from a purely political 
incident in the prison, say the sources. On 4 March 
1995, two days after the Tibetan New Year, Lodroe 
Gyatso shouted slogans inside the prison compound at 
Drapchi and handed out leaflets he had written praising 
the Dalai Lama and calling for Tibetan independence, 
they say. 

The one-man protest was stopped by a prison guard 
called Pema Rigzin, who confiscated the documents and 
handcuffed the prisoner. Lodroe is said to have been 
severely beaten before being placed in a confinement 
cell, measuring 6 foot by 6 foot. 

Lodroe was held in the cell for a number of days and 
may still be there. "He is beaten by the prison guards 
each day", said one report, claiming that prison staff 
were taking turns to carry out the daily beating. "No 
matter how much they beat him or torture him he still 
goes on saying that Tibet is a country and the Dalai 
Lama is its leader", claimed the source. 

The exile Tibetan Government in a statement released 
in India on 18th May says that the Intermediate Court 
has already passed a death sentence and that the case 
is now waiting confirmation from the regional High 
Court. Latest reports say that a decision on the case 
may be deferred until after celebrations of Chinese rule 
in Tibet due to take place in September. 

"We request an urgent announcement by the 
international media", said an appeal smuggled out to 
TIN from Tibet this week. "He was originally imprisoned 
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for a criminal offence, but this is a political matter and 
now the government is likely to execute him for it," 
said another. 

On 17th May 1990 two Tibetans serving life sentences 
for murder at Drapchi, Dawa and Migmar Tashi, were 
executed within hours of losing a similar appeal to the 
Higher Court after they were discovered to have joined 
a secret pro-independence group within the prison. The 
authorities said in public only that the two men had 
planned to escape, but internal court documents show 
they were executed mainly for their political activities. 

Local and international pressure can influence the 
Chinese authorities in such cases. A prisoner convicted 
of running the May 1990 group which Dawa and 
Migmar Tashi were executed for joining was given no 
additional sentence and had his earlier suspended death 
sentence reduced to life imprisonment. Lobsang Tenzin, 
a university student accused of murdering a policeman 
during a pro-independence demonstration in 1988, had 
become a popular hero among Tibetans in Lhasa and 
was the subject of an international campaign to stop 
him from being executed. 

6 Year Sentence for Prison Protest 

TIN News Update / 6 July, 1995 Corrected 

A Tibetan prisoner has been given a six year sentence 
for shouting political slogans in a Lhasa prison, 
according to the Chinese authorities. 

According to unofficial reports from Tibet, the prison 
authorities had earlier recommended that the prisoner 
should be executed for his protest last March. 

The decision of the courts to levy a custodial sentence 
comes after a campaign in May this year by the human 
rights organisation Amnesty International appealing to 
the Chinese authorities not to sentence 33 year old 
Lodroe Gyatso to execution. 

The news of the 6 year sentence was given by Mei 
Zhaorong, China's Ambassador to Germany, in a letter 
to a German Member of Parliament who had appealed 
to the Ambassador to stop the death sentence being 
imposed in this case. 

German parliamentarians have taken an increased 
interest in Tibet in recent weeks, and on 19th June the 
Dalai Lama, invited to address an all-party hearing of 
the parliament in Bonn, asked Germany to encourage 


the Chinese Government to enter into negotiations with 
him. 

The prisoner, Lodroe Gyatso, has been "sentenced to an 
additional six years in prison for instigating unrest in 
order to overthrow the government and split the 
motherland", revealed Ambassador Mei, apparently 
confirming unofficial reports of a political protest in the 
prison. 

"You will share my view that those who break the law 
in a constitutional state are to be punished in 
accordance with law", he added in his letter, dated 
23rd June. 

Reports that Lodroe Gyatso had been threatened with 
execution were "unfounded and wrong", the 
Ambassador wrote to the MP, Mr Volker Neumann, a 
Social Democrat. 

Lodroe Gyatso, a member of a dance troupe from Sog 
county in Northern Tibet, was sentenced to 1 5 years in 
prison in 1993 for murdering a man in a fight. He 
staged his one man protest in Drapchi prison, Lhasa, on 
4th March this year, shouting slogans calling for Tibetan 
independence and praising the Dalai Lama, and handing 
out political leaflets he had written, according to 
unofficial Tibetan sources. 

Lodroe Gyatso's leaflets cited a prophecy which claims 
that the Dalai Lama will triumph if he reaches his 60th 
birthday, which falls today, 6th July 1995. Tibetan 
sources said that the prisoner was put in a punishment 
cell and severely beaten by prison staff after his 
protest. 

There have been several political protests in Drapchi 
leading to increased sentences. 14 nuns had their 
sentences doubled or tripled in 1993 after singing songs 
in favour of the exile Tibetan leader. In 1992 the former 
school-teacher Tanak Jigme Zangpo, already serving 20 
years for earlier slogans, received an eight year 
additional sentence for shouting support for the Dalai 
Lama during a visit to the prison by the then Swiss 
Ambassador to China. In 1990 two prisoners were 
executed after forming a pro-independence group in the 
prison and planning to escape. 

Yeshe Ngawang, a monk from Sungrabling serving a 5 
year sentence for demonstrating, was given a nine year 
additional sentence for passing a letter to his relatives 
when they visited him in Drapchi prison in 1991. 


Outside Tibet: Development 


EU Tibet Project: Call for Cancellation 

TIN News Update / 8 June, 1995 

A major European development project in Tibet should 
be cancelled, according to a committee of the European 
Parliament. Members of the Parliament last month 
called only for the project's funding to be better 
deployed, but now seem to be hardening their positions. 


Cancellation of the proposed project would cut 50% off 
the European Union's annual financial assistance to 
China, just at the time when the Commission is 
planning to triple its aid to China as part of a new effort 
to improve Europe's image and trading prospects there. 

The Foreign Affairs Committee of the European 
Parliament has now concluded that the Panam County 
project "should not go ahead with any finance from the 
European Union (EU)", according to a letter it sent on 
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31st May to Sir Leon Brittan, the Commissioner in 
charge of external economic relations with China. 

The letter went further than the Parliament's resolution, 
passed on 18th May, which had called on the 
Commission "to deploy resources from the Panam 
Project to aid which will better serve the Tibetan 
people" and instead to support "small local projects" 
run by non-governmental organisations. 

"This is a very unusual step to take because the 
Parliament does not normally consider individual 
projects," said James Moorhouse, a British MEP and 
human rights co-ordinator for the People's Party. "There 
is concern that the project as presently constructed 
might not be in the best interests of the Tibetan 
community and we are now at the stage that the three 
committees will have to exchange opinions with a view 
to reaching a firm recommendation to send to the 
Commissioner responsible," he added, referring to the 
Development, Budgetary and External Relations 
Committees, which are also assessing the scheme. 

In his letter the Spanish MEP Abel Matutes, chairman of 
the Foreign Affairs Committee, says that a major reason 
for the cancellation call was "the fact that the main 
beneficiaries would be Chinese settlers rather than the 
Tibetans themselves". The 5 year Panam project, 
designed to develop 3,600 hectares of irrigated land 
near Shigatse mainly for high yield agriculture, has 
attracted controversy since it was first publicised in the 
London-based newspaper "the Observer" in December 
1994, in part because it seems designed to increase 
wheat supplies for Chinese migrants in Tibetan towns. 

A report to the committee by the European Commission 
officials who had drawn up the 7.5 million ECU scheme 
rejected the criticism, saying that their figures for 
planned wheat production were projections which 
"reflected expected changes in food habits and not any 
obligation to grow a specific crop". The impact of 
increased wheat production on Chinese migration into 
Tibet was difficult to assess because of "the general 
unreliability of statistical data", said their report. 

There was confusion about interviews carried out by 
the EU experts with "hundreds of local Tibetans", all of 
whom are described by the Commission as having 
supported the project. The report says the interviews 
were done on a confidential basis while another 
Commission statement one week later, in response to a 
question by the British Liberal MEP Graham Watson, 
says they were carried out openly. The Commission 
said earlier it could not release details of the interviews, 
because of the risk that Interviewees might be punished 
for their views by the Chinese authorities. 

EC officials today played down the calls for the Panam 
project to be cancelled. "The status of the project is 
that nothing has been decided and it is not decided in 
what form it will go ahead," said Peter Guilford, 
spokesman for Sir Leon Brittan. "We are going to take 
the views of the current debate, including those of the 
European Parliament and the Tibet lobby groups, 
seriously," he said, but would not say if any 
compromise proposals had yet been drawn up. 


EC to Triple Aid to China 

TIN News Update / 8 June, 1995 contd 

The debate over the Tibet project comes as the 
Commission prepares a new China policy in a document 
strongly flagged by Commissioner Brittan during a visit 
to China on 18th April, his third trip there in 12 months. 
"The time has come for a fresh start in relations 
between Europe and China", he said, announcing the 
"major strategy paper", which is now not expected to 
appear until July. 

A draft of the document circulating in Brussels shows 
that the EU is planning to launch a public relations effort 
to improve its image in China, and that it plans to buy 
its way into China, tripling financial assistance to Beijing 
from the current 20 million ECU per year - described as 
"inadequate", and less than a quarter of EU aid to India 
- to 62 million by 1996. 

The draft policy aims to enhance Europe's image in 
China in order to increase European trade with China, 
which at US $21 billion last year, with a deficit of 
around US$9 billion in China's favour, is less than half 
the US two-way trade with China. In the field of direct 
foreign investment, described as a "crucial element in 
China's reforms", EU companies "are lagging clearly 
behind" with only about 4% of the total foreign 
investment in China, according to the draft report. "This 
could have negative implications not only for future 
trade but also weakens the EU's global 
competitiveness," it added. 

The draft policy paper says that the EU countries have 
to co-operate "to avoid any risk of discrimination" in 
seeking trade opportunities with China. Particularly in 
areas where the US has concluded trading agreements 
with China, it is vital "to ensure that EU economic 
operators enjoy the same treatment as their competitors 
in China", says the report, which is haunted by the 
spectre of EU companies and nations competing to 
exclude each other from the China market. "If we do 
not co-operate, Europe's voice will not be heard", it 
concludes. 

The policy paper views China as a major power, whose 
role, as one of the world's biggest arms producers and 
exporters, is "central to global, as well as regional 
security". The Chinese economy is described as second 
only in size to the US in terms of purchasing power and 
in terms of energy consumption. "A foothold for EU 
interests in China is essential", it says. The EU on the 
other hand is described by the Commission as having 
"limited resources", which will "always be small 
relative to a country of China's size". 

The Commission proposes to enhance European profile 
in China by such mechanisms as providing opportunities 
for Chinese students to study in Europe, by establishing 
"Europa Houses" in Chinese cities, and by encouraging 
European Studies courses in Chinese universities, as 
well as enhanced co-operation and information 
exchange between EU businesses. 

Any sense of inadequacy in Europe will have been re¬ 
inforced by Beijing this week, who, in confident mood, 
told Europe that it had to try harder and would have to 
offer better financing conditions and lower prices if it 
wanted to enter the "highly competitive socialist market 
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economy". The Chinese government complained that 
the EU was imposing discriminatory limits on Chinese 
export, according to the official magazine Beijing 
Review on Monday. The actions of EU countries "have 
seriously impeded the further expansion and progress of 
bilateral trade," the magazine said. 

The attack on the EU was preceded by lavish praise for 
the EU's export of high technology and equipment to 
China, which in 1993 was still higher than Japan and 
the US, an achievement which was not noted in the EU 
draft report. Beijing is keen to import more advanced 
technology from Europe, but is insisting on the best 
terms. In return for exporting high technology, Europe 
imports from China clothes, shoes, carpets, toys and 
bicycles, the magazine pointed out. 

Human Rights Effectiveness 

The draft paper refers to "serious restrictions" on civil 
rights in China and places human rights "at the heart of 
EU policy world-wide", but insists that any initiatives 
must be effective and not merely "frequent and strident 
declarations". It proposes regular meetings on the 
subject with the Chinese, which have already begun at 
Beijing's request, and plans to set up an exchange 
programme for lawyers, judges and policemen. 

This focus on human rights represents a change for the 
EU, which in its 1994 "Asia Strategy" paper had 
followed the US in placing human rights as secondary 
to economics, describing the strategy as "inspired by 
the assumption that economic development could bring 
about the progressive construction of civil society and 
thus improve the exercise of human rights". 

Both the European Parliament's 18th May resolution on 
Tibet and the letter from the Foreign Affairs Committee 
called on the Commission to make future aid 
"conditional on respect for fundamental human rights 
and freedoms" in Tibet. The EU's draft China policy 
document does not propose any linkage with human 
rights. 

The Commission is considering acceding to growing 
pressure from the Parliament, triggered mainly by 
concerns over abuses in Turkey, to re-introduce human 
rights conditionality into its bilateral agreements, and on 
12th April the Parliament's Foreign Affairs Committee 
adopted a report by the ian MEP Renzi Imbeni calling for 
a human rights clause to be inserted as an essential 
element in all the EU's bilateral agreements. 


Chinese Press on Foreign Aid 

Summaries of selected articles from the Chinese press 
concerning aid to TAR and Qinghai, February-August 1994. 

Highlights: The Belgian organisation MSF is to do a 
project on Big Bone Disease in the Lhasa area, and SCF 
is working on a hygiene campaign. 

14 July: The Lhasa Public Health department has signed 
an agreement with Medecins Sans Frontieres-Belgium, 
Xinhua reported. MSF will provide aid worth 19m yuan 
to improve health care in the rural counties of Lhunzhub 
[Lhundrub] and Nyemo and to treat Kaschin-beck [Big 
Bone] disease, Xinhua said. This was the third 
agreement between Tibet and MSF. In recent years, 
Xinhua added, governmental and non-governmental 
organisations in Britain, Belgium and Australia put in 3m 
yuan for the construction of a drinking water supply for 
six counties under Lhasa jurisdiction, while Britain's 
Save the Children Fund also provided 100,000 yuan for 
a hygiene campaign. (18 July) 

Qinghai Development Aid 

Highlight: A large scale 5 year development project for 
farmers and nomads in the Tsholho [Hainan] area of 
Amdo, supported by loans from a UN agency. 

12 June: A five-year agricultural development project 
[no details given] which will benefit five counties in the 
Hainan Tibet Autonomous Prefecture, has been 
implemented with loans from the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD). Involved are 339 
villages and 56,000 farmers' and herdsmens' 
households. IFAD will provide US$20m in preferential 
loans, with payment terms of 40 years and a grace 
period of 10 years. Instead of interest there will be a 
commission of 7.5%. IFAD has provided ten loans for 
China since 1980, totalling $230m. Improvements are 
expected in animal husbandry, agriculture, forestry, 
water control, rural businesses, social services and 
women's education. (17 June) 

29 June: An agricultural project with aid from the 
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) 
has begun in Hainan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, 
Xinhua reported. The project will cost 348m yuan, 
including $20m in IFAD loans. This is the largest project 
undertaken by IFAD in China. It will affect 330 villages 
and involve 86% of Hainan's population, the agency 
noted. (W 5 July) 




Refugees 


Nepal Deports 53 Tibetan Escapees 

TIN News Update / 1 3 May, 1995 

In the last three weeks the Nepalese authorities handed 
53 Tibetans including at least 12 children over to the 
Chinese police after they escaped across the Himalayas 
from Tibet, according to four Tibetans who reached 
Kathmandu yesterday. 

The four had been among the a group of 33 Tibetans 
deported on 6th May but had escaped from police 
custody in Tibet a day later after being imprisoned by 
the Chinese authorities and made to work on a road 
gang. 

The new deportations reverse policy of the last three 
years, by which the Nepalese authorities have agreed 
that, in accordance with international norms, Tibetan 
escapees will have their cases assessed by UN officials 
in Kathmandu before being allowed safe transit to India, 
which grants asylum to Tibetan refugees. 

According to Yithen, one of the four deportees who 
managed to make a second escape to Kathmandu, 
Nepalese police accepted payment for the deportations. 
The Nepalese police who handed him over together with 
32 other escapees at the Chinese-Tibetan border post 
of Kodari on 6th May came away from the Chinese 
police post carrying towels, thermoses, clothes and 
shoes they had been given, he said. 

Yithen, a 20 year old Tibetan from Lhasa, escaped with 
three other Tibetan men just after the hand-over by 
saying they were going to the toilet. One of the four 
had experience as a guide and was able to lead the 
others back through Tibet and across Nepal until, after 
trekking for nearly five days, they reached the relative 
safety of the Tibetan exile community in Kathmandu 
yesterday. The four men evaded Nepalese police by 
hiding during the day and walking only at night. 

Group of 33: Deported 6th May 

The group of escapees deported on 6th May consisted 
of 33 people, who had paid 500 yuan each to a guide 
who led them across the Himalayas by foot, arriving in 
Khattari in Northern Nepal 1 7 days after leaving Lhasa. 
The group had walked across a 5,600 metre Himalayan 
pass and trekked as far as Khattari 

The group, mostly men aged between 18 and 20 from 
Lithang in Eastern Tibet, included two women and 
seven children: three boys aged 12 or 13, two girls 
around 12 years old, a boy aged 7, and a baby aged one 
year and 7 months. 

On 5th May they were detained by Khattari police and 
driven to Kathmandu the same night, where, contrary to 
normal practice, they were not handed over to 
immigration officials but were held in the Maharajganj 
jail beside the Police Training Centre. Khattari police 
may have been hoping to get payment in cash or kind 


from the Chinese police in return for handing over the 
prisoners. 

At 3am on 6th May they were driven to the Chinese- 
Tibetan border at Kodari, where they were handed over 
to Chinese police at about 10am. They were held in a 
Chinese prison in the border town of Dram (Chinese: 
Zhangmu) overnight before being put to work the next 
day on road construction. 

Group of 20: Deported 23rd April 

Exactly two weeks earlier, at about 4pm on 23rd April, 
a group of 20 Tibetan escapees was handed over to the 
Chinese police at Kodari, the first such group 
deportation reported since 20 January 1992, when 14 
were sent back. The group had walked across the 
Himalayans and trekked as far as Khattari before being 
arrested by Nepalese police on 19th April. 

Following normal procedures agreed with the UN High 
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), which has an office 
in Kathmandu, the group were transferred to the Central 
Immigration Department in Kathmandu on 21st April, 
where UNHCR officials began procedures for assessing 
their claims for refugee status. Over 90% of claimants 
from Tibet are given provisional recognition by the UN 
assessors. 

At 5.30 the same evening, however, the escapees were 
moved by police from the immigration offices to the 
Maharajganj prison at the Police Training School, near 
the American Embassy in Kathmandu, from where they 
were later driven to the border and handed over to the 
Chinese authorities. 

The group included two girls aged around 12 years old, 
and 3 nuns, and 12 monks, of whom 3 were children 
aged between 12 and 16. 

Immigration officials are claiming that they were 
powerless to stop police seizing the deportees, and 
Nepalese Government officials are denying any 
knowledge of the incidents. UNHCR officials are known 
to have been denied sufficient access to determine the 
validity of the asylum claims, but were last week 
refusing to give any comment on the deportations. 

There were reports of up to 20 individual deportations a 
month by Nepalese border police in 1993 and 1994, 
much less than in previous years. Unlike the new cases, 
these deportations were decided by individual border 
officials, had not been notified to the UNHCR, and were 
apparently not authorised by central authorities. 

The new cases were carried out under the eyes of the 
central authorities in defiance of the UNHCR and with 
"exceptional speed", commented one observer in 
Kathmandu. 

The apparent shift in policy towards Tibetan escapees 
comes only days after the Nepalese Prime Minister Man 
Mohan Adhikari were turned from a visit to Beijing 
where he told Party leaders that Nepal recognised 
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China's claims to Tibet. "The reason for the 
deportations may be a change in behaviour by the 
police, the Prime Minister's visit to Beijing, or just an 
attempt to please China," said another observer in 
Kathmandu. 

Over 200 Tibetans Repatriated by Nepal Despite 
UN & US Protests 

TIN News Update / 26 July, 1995 full 

Forced repatriation of Tibetan asylum seekers is 
continuing in Nepal, with more refugees deported this 
month, ten of them after they had formally sought 
government protection. The deportations continue in the 
face of strong protests from the US, Australia and the 
UN's High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), and 
could have repercussions on western aid to Nepal. 

Since April 23rd this year Nepal has repatriated over 
200 Tibetans who had crossed the Himalayas to seek 
asylum, including three well-known Tibetan dissidents, 
while other are currently hiding in the mountains to 
evade Nepali police, according to diplomatic sources. 

The real figure for forced deportations this year is likely 
to be as high as 400. By June this year refugee arrivals 
in Kathmandu were down by 520 compared to 1994, 
suggesting that up to 200 other deportations have 
probably taken place without being documented by exile 
Tibetan or western observers in Nepal. 

Until April this year the Nepal authorities allowed 
Tibetan asylum seekers who reached Kathmandu to be 
assessed by UNHCR officials in Kathmandu before 
proceeding to India, where asylum is granted. About 
2,500 had been helped in this way each year since 
1990. 

Nepalese Government ministers deny that there has 
been any policy change, but diplomatic sources say that 
by 19th June at least 14 groups of refugees, totalling 
around 210 people, are known to have been handed 
over by Nepalese police to the Chinese authorities at 
the border town of Dram, known in Chinese as 
Zhangmu. 

On about 11th July ten more Tibetan refugees, hoping 
to avoid being detained by local police who might not 
have training in refugee procedures, formally applied for 
asylum with district authorities in the Solo Khumbu 
region in Eastern Nepal. The ten were driven back to the 
Chinese border and handed over to Chinese police, 
according to an unconfirmed report from Kathmandu 
today. 

Security patrols have been intensified around Salieri, 70 
km south of the Tibet-Nepal border, as well as other 
villages in the Solo Khumbu area as police search for 
refugees who have crossed the Nangpa-la, the 5,700 
metre pass most often used by the refugees. 

"We have received credible reports that officials of the 
Government of Nepal have denied newly arrived Tibetan 
refugees access to the UNHCR and have returned them 
to Chinese border authorities", a spokesman for the US 
Government told TIN today. 

"The US has urged the Government of Nepal at a senior 
level to handle these Tibetan cases according to 


international procedures and practices," the State 
Department spokesman said, calling on the Nepalese to 
refer all asylum seekers to the UNHCR for assessment. 

The US authorities are reported to have taken the 
matter up directly with the Prime Minister in Nepal and 
have issued at least two demarches in Kathmandu. 
While the State Department emphasised that it has no 
immediate plans to take action on US aid to Nepal, 
worth some $25 million per year, it noted that aid cuts 
could not be ruled out. 

"It is quite clear that this issue will get the attention of 
a number of prominent members of congress," said one 
US official. "They are the people who control the purse 
strings", he added. 

Australia has also issued a demarche to the Nepalese on 
the repatriation issue, while the British Government has 
also made its concerns known. "Her Majesty's 
Government has expressed the hope that the 
Government of Nepal will continue to abide by 
internationally recognised standards - to which Nepal 
subscribes - for handling refugees, in close co-operation 
with the UNHCR," said a Foreign Office spokesman 
today. Nepal has signed the UN Convention on Torture, 
which forbids deportation to countries where torture is 
rife. 

But there was conspicuous silence from the European 
Union, which has issued no demarche on the 
repatriations and which has decided to wait and see if 
the policy continues before making any collective 
statement. European inaction reflects the growing 
reluctance of some EU members, notably some 
Mediterranean states, to raise human rights issues, 
particularly in relation to China. The delay, which is 
achieved by some countries making repeated calls for 
further information from their embassies, was criticised 
by other western diplomats. "There is no longer any 
plausible deniability that these repatriations are taking 
place," said one diplomat, who added that some of the 
incidents had been witnessed by his colleagues. 

UNHCR has raised the issue both in Geneva and in 
Nepal, where the local UNHCR representative, Tahir AN, 
told VOA in May that he was concerned about "the 
organised manner" in which Tibetans were being sent 
back. On 4th July a senior UNHCR official, J. 
Amunategui, flew to Kathmandu for a meeting with 
Deputy Prime Minister Madhav Kumar Nepal. 

Mr Amunategui, Director of Inspection and Evaluation 
Services for the UNHCR, expressed the hope that 
"Nepal would live up to its humanitarian tradition and 
commitments". Nepal depends on the UNHCR for 
substantial funding to maintain camps for over 80,000 
ethnic Nepalese refugees who have fled Bhutan, none 
of whom face the practice of repatriation without 
assessment. 

Madhav Kumar Nepal insisted that there has been no 
change in Nepal's policy concerning refugees, according 
to the official paper, the Rising Nepal. A Foreign Affairs 
Ministry spokesman repeated the statement on Radio 
Nepal on 6th July. 

Home Secretary Rewati Raman had earlier admitted that 
some Tibetans had been handed back to China, but 
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insisted that they had asked to be repatriated. It was 
"at their own request to return home", he is said to 
have told the Kathmandu paper, the Independent, on 
30th May. "Our policy on the matter has not changed", 
he added. 

"Whenever I have contact with the Government and the 
relevant officials they always assure me there is no 
change in the government policy," said Tashi Namgyal, 
the Dalai Lama's representative in Kathmandu. "I hope 
this stands and I hope the repatriation of these refugees 
will be stopped," 

The deportation policy began in April within days of 
Prime Minister Man Mohan Adhikari's first official visit 
to Beijing since Nepal's Communist Party won a general 
election last year, and could indicate increasing 
closeness to China. Last month police in Kathmandu 
raided book shops in Thamel, the tourist area of the 
city, seizing stickers with the slogan "Free Tibet" and 
detaining at least one shopkeeper, according to a tourist 
who witnessed a raid on 23rd June. New elections are 
due to take place in November, giving the Nepal 
Communist Party a chance of strengthening its position. 

Leading Dissidents Repatriated: Daughter Appeals 

The most serious case reported so far involves three 
prominent Tibetan dissidents who had recently been 
freed from prison in Lhasa. One, 64 year old Tsewang 
Palden, was on conditional release, and is certain to be 
returned to prison for his attempted escape to Nepal. He 
was handed over with nine other Tibetans, including 
four monks from Sera monastery, on 18th June. 

Tsewang Palden, a carpenter from Lhasa, had been 
conditionally released last November after serving 3 
years of a 5 year sentence imposed in December 1991 
apparently on suspicion that he had links with the exile 
Tibetan government. His daughter, Sonam Drolkar, a 
well-known political prisoner who escaped from prison 
in Lhasa in 1991, today appealed to international 
organisations to help get her father released. 

Sonam Drolkar, who was herself tortured for six 
months in a Lhasa prison, says she has no details of her 
father's physical condition or of his current 
whereabouts. "I am especially concerned that we don't 
know where they are being held", she said of her father 
and other deportees. "To be arrested again is especially 
dangerous", she said, speaking from Dharamsala, 
Northern India. 

The other former political prisoner amongst the ten 
people handed over on 18th June was Dawa, a 29 year 
old monk from Ratoe monastery 50 km south of Lhasa, 
who completed a 4 year sentence in April 1993 for 
starting a pro-independence demonstration. 

Thubten Tsering, a 70 year old monk from Sera 
monastery in Lhasa, was handed back to the Chinese 
by the Nepal authorities on 17th June, one day before 
Tsewang Palden. He had just completed an 8 year jail 
sentence, imposed in 1987 because he discussed 
Tibetan independence with an ian tourist in Lhasa. 18 
other Tibetan asylum seekers were handed over to the 
Chinese with him, including 5 children under 13 years 
of age. One of them, Dorje Phuntsog, from Lhasa, is a 5 
year old boy. 


The three political activists were among a group 
originally of 31 people who had walked across Tibet for 
two months, often without food, before climbing a 
Himalayan pass in western Tibet and entering Nepal. 
They were detained by Nepali police near Baglung in 
western Nepal, 90 km south of the border, on 9th or 
11th June, and driven 180 km to Kathmandu, where 
UNHCR representatives were refused access to them. 

Home Ministry officials contacted on 18th June denied 
all knowledge of the group, who had spent the previous 
day in police custody in Maharajganj in Kathmandu, less 
than 2 km from the Ministry, but by then had already 
been deported. 

After one day in prison on the Chinese side of the 
border, Dawa, the youngest of the three political 
prisoners, escaped from the Chinese police and safely 
reached UNHCR officials in Kathmandu after walking 
back across the border and walking for a week through 
the Nepalese countryside. 

"Ten of us were handcuffed in pairs and driven to 
Dram," said Dawa of the deportation. "A plain-clothes 
Nepalese man took us across the bridge to the Chinese 
side and handed us over to the Chinese police," he 
added, indicating that the hand-over was not a police 
action but was carried out by Nepalese immigration 
officials, who are less likely to have acted without 
central authorisation. 

"All ten of us were handcuffed together in a line, with 
the first one handcuffed to a bar in the window, so the 
ones by the window couldn't lie down," the monk said 
of his night in the Chinese jail. He escaped the next day 
while being driven to another prison by jumping out of a 
truck and hiding in the forests near the border. Tsewang 
Palden, who was with Dawa in the truck, was not 
strong enough to attempt the escape. 

Tibetans face increased efficiency by Chinese border 
security forces, who intercepted 6,838 "illegal 
emigrants" throughout China in 1994, a 23% increase 
on the previous year, according to the People's Daily on 
16th January. The number of Tibetan asylum seekers 
detained by Chinese police is not known. Under Chinese 
law people crossing the border without permission face 
a sentence of up to one year in prison, or many years 
more if accused of trying to contact the Dalai Lama and 
his government. 

In May the Chairman of the Tibet Autonomous Region 
in his annual work report, published in the Tibet Daily on 
8th June, called on officials to "accelerate the 
construction of border defences" and to strengthen the 
"reserve armed forces and militia" in order to assist 
"the military, the police and the civilians to make 
greater contributions to defending the border [and] 
safeguarding the motherland's unification". 

Last month M-17 helicopters were introduced to carry 
out border patrols in the Xinjiang military district, which 
includes western Tibet, according to the Liberation 
Army News on 15th June, monitored by the BBC 
Summary of World Broadcasts. The use of the 
helicopters, replacing yaks and horses, marked the 
advance of "our frontier defence towards 
modernisation, with boundary control changing from 
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surface to three dimensional", the paper quoted the 
district's frontier defence director as saying. 


Deportees Repatriated 17th June 


Thubten Tsering, 70 years, monk from Sera 
monastery 

Phuntsog, m., 40 years, from Markham 
Pedor [Pema Dorje?], f., c.20 years, from Markham 
Donzom [Drolma Zompa?], f., c.22 years, from 
Kham 

Namkha, m., c.18 years, from Markham 

Michung [nickname], f., c.12 years, from Markham 

Dorje Phuntsog, m., 5 years old, from Lhasa 

Loten, m., c.10 years, from Lhasa 

Tenzin, m., c.10 years, from Lhasa 

Mimi [nickname], f., c.11 years, from Toelung 

9 others, names not known 


Deported 18th June 


Tsewang Palden, 64, m., from Lhasa 

Dawa, c. 29 years, monk from Nyethang Rato (since 

escaped) 

Phuntsog, 24 years, monk at Sera, from Toelung 
Donden, c.25 years, monk at Sera, from Shigatse? 
Phuntsog Tsering, c.22 years, monk at Sera 
Gyaltsen Tharchin, c.22 years, monk at Sera 
Tashi Nyima, c.30 years, from Markham 
Penba, c.24 years, monk from Dzogang 
1 other, name not known 


Chinese Step Up Pressure on Nepal Deportations 

TIN News Update / 12 August, 1995 

The Chinese Government has asked the Nepalese 
authorities to step up their restrictions on Tibetan 
refugees in Nepal. The Chinese are reported to be 
increasing security on the Tibetan border to stop 
refugees fleeing, and the Nepalese have responded by 
deporting most recent Tibetan refugees. 

"The Chinese want Nepal to restrict undesirable 
activities of Tibetans in Nepal," said Ganesh Prasad 
Bhattarai, the Director General of Nepal's Department of 
Immigration, according to Reuters news agency on 7th 
August. 

Mr Bhattarai was leading the Nepal side in three days of 
talks with a seven member Chinese delegation led by 
General Zhang Guogang, Director-General of the 
Chinese Border Security Department, visiting 
Kathmandu to discuss "border security and other 
matters of mutual interest". Mr Bhattarai's involvement 
suggests that the talks focussed on immigration issues. 

In the last two weeks the Chinese are reported by 
unofficial sources to have moved a border post or 
roving patrol to a posiiton high up the Nangpa-la, a 
5,700 metre high pass in the Himalayas which most 
refugees use when they attempt to reach Nepal. 


In the last month Nepali police have been deporting 
some refugees to the Nangpa-la, which until now has 
been unguarded, instead of escorting them to the main 
border town of Dram [Nepali: Khasa, Chinese: 
Zhangmu], 150 km south west by road. Since April 
over 200 Tibetans have been forcefully repatriated by 
Nepalese officials via Dram. 

Tibetan Preferred Death to Repatriation, says Tourist 

Forced deportations have also been taking place in the 
far west of Nepal, and in early July Chinese security 
officials in Burang, western Tibet, wrote to their Nepali 
counterparts thanking them for their co-operation in 
repatriating a group of Tibetan refugees. The asylum 
seekers were described as "people who disturb the 
border business", according to a tourist who was 
shown the letter. 

In one incident last month witnessed by western 
tourists a Tibetan refugee asked a doctor to help him 
commit suicide rather than face deportation to Chinese 
border guards. 

The Tibetan was amongst a group of 11 refugees who 
were being marched under armed escort through Humla, 
in the far west of Nepal. On July 4th the deportation 
party encountered a group of Swiss tourists on a trek 
towards the Nepali-Tibetan border post at Yari, through 
which western trekking groups are occasionally allowed 
to travel on their way to Kailash, a famous mountain 
and pilgrimage site in Western Tibet. 

The 11 Tibetans had escaped from Tibet in June but 
had been detained by Nepalese police at Basra, in 
Darchula district, 100 km south-west of the Tibet 
border post, and had been marching back under escort 
for seven days before they met the Swiss group. 

"They were guarded by 7 Nepalese policemen with 
rifles, walking all the way," said Bruno Baumann, a 
well-known photographer and mountaineer from Munich 
who was leading the group, which included a medical 
doctor. "The refugees were very weak and they asked 
if we had a doctor and if he could see them - one or 
two had very bad diarrhoea and could hardly walk. They 
were very thin and they didn't look very healthy at all," 
said Mr Baumann. 

Most of the refugees, seven of whom were monks from 
Kham, a former area of eastern Tibet now known as 
western Sichuan, had been travelling for four months 
before they crossed into Nepal, following a circuitous 
route of about 2,000 km across central Tibet in order to 
avoid detection. 

"On the second day one of the refugees asked the 
doctor to give hm an injection which would kill him, as 
he believed that he would be shot by the Chinese," said 
Mr Baumann, who named the refugee as Sonam 
Gyatso, a 26 year old from Ngari. "He also tried to 
practice something like passive resistance, refusing to 
walk further than Yari, the last settlement in western 
Nepal before the border", said Mr Baumann. The protest 
was unsuccessful, and the eleven refugees were 
handed over without incident to Chinese police on the 
Humla-Karnali bridge on 7th July. 
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The trekking group asked the Nepalese officer if he 
would release the refugees in the no-man's land 
between the two border posts - a practice which some 
Nepali guards have followed in some areas to give 
deportees a chance to escape - but a small squad of 
Chinese troops with automatic weapons had already 
been informed of the deportations and had travelled to 
the border below the Nara-la, 4,500 metres high, to 
collect them. 

"We tried to think about what could we do, and in the 
end we took photos and tried to record details of their 
biographies," said the tourists. 


Headquarters in Burang, where they were beaten by 
soldiers before being transported to Lhasa the following 
day. 

In Lhasa they are likely to remain for some months in 
prison, according to a Tibetan who tried to escape to 
Nepal in November 1994 but only succeeded this 
month on his second attempt. "The Chinese arrested 13 
of us in Dram, and we were detained and questioned 
there for seven days," said Dudul Dorje, a 46 year old 
nomad from Jyekundo in eastern Tibet, adding that they 
had been beaten with electric batons by border police in 
Dram. 


The deportees were escorted by the Chinese squad to 
the road-head a kilometre inside Chinese territory, 
where they were loaded onto a truck. "This was when 
we saw the refugees for the last time," said Mr 
Baumann. "A monk signalled to me to come to him in 
the truck, and then gave me a badge with his 
identification from his monastery. To my friend he 
passed all the religious texts that he had hidden under 
his clothes," he added. 

"They were too weak to resist, and they were much 
too weak to try to escape," said Mrs Brandenberg, 
another member of the Swiss trekking group. "They 
looked very sad, very hopeless," she commented. 

The Nepalese policemen were also driven to Burang, the 
local military and administrative centre 25 km from the 
border, and returned the next day. "We were told that 
they are paid 1,000 yuan (about $200) each by the 
Chinese, and that as a reward the policemen are also 
offered a trip to Lake Manasarovar", said one of the 
trekking group. The sacred lake, 80 kms beyond 
Burang, is an important pilgrimage site for Hindus as 
well as for Buddhists. 


Tibetans Deported from Humla, 7th July 1995 


Appendix to TIN News Update/12 August, 1995 

Gompo Gyaltsen, 45 years, monk from Miwa 

monastery, in Hongyuan county, Ngaba, Sichuan 

Choeku, 26 years 

Tsedrup, 25 years 

Rigpa, 24 years 

Gyathar, 44 years 

Oegyal, 25 years 

Wajar [ba-cor?], 25 years 

(all monks at Garthang [mgar thang] monastery in 
Kham Minyak, Ganze Prefecture, Sichuan) 

Urgyen Nyima, 20 years, layman from Amdo 
Dondrup, 32 years, layman from Amdo 
Dorje, 19 years, layman from Amdo 
Sonam Gyatso, 26 years, layman from Ngari 


Earlier Reports of Beatings and Imprisonment 

There are no accounts of returned Tibetan deportees 
being killed by Chinese police and the refugees' fears 
that they would be shot are exaggerated. Imprisonment 
of two months or more and beatings are, however, 
frequent in such cases. Semi-official sources in Burang 
say that the 11 refugees deported on 7th July were 
handed over by the Chinese border guards to the Army 


The prisoners were then sent to Lhasa, where they 
were imprisoned for up to four months, during which 
they were questioned every day, mainly about their 
reasons for trying to leave Tibet. "We were accused of 
being splittists and being followers of the Dalai clique," 
said Dudul Dorje, who says he was questioned up to 
three times a day, given electric shocks and beaten. 
The prisoners were released when the authorities finally 
accepted that their motive for leaving had been only to 
see the Dalai Lama. 

Information about the treatment of deportees or 
escapees by the Chinese authorities is rare, since only a 
few manage to escape again. Some are released after 
only a few days, but others are sent on to larger prisons 
in Shigatse or Lhasa. 

Those who have re-escaped allege that they were ill- 
treated by guards at the border town of Dram. Three 
youths from Damshung in Northern Tibet, caught trying 
to cross the border at Dram in March 1994, say they 
were detained and tortured in the prison there. "As 
soon as the interrogation started I was given electric 
shocks in my face and chest," said Nyima, who was 
then 19 yeas old. "The interrogator kicked me in my 
kidneys and I could hardly breathe for a while. They 
beat me in my face with their fists and interrogated me 
for a few hours." The three, who say that they were 
also made to stand barefoot in the snow as a 
punishment, later escaped from the prison after 10 days 
in custody and walked across the mountains to Nepal. 

A Tibetan monk from Tashigompa, near Labrang in 
Gansu says that shots were fired at him by border 
guards when he and a group of refugees tried to cross 
into Nepal from south-east Tibet in May 1993. None of 
the escapees were hit, but after being handed over by 
Nepali guards to the Chinese, the men were sentenced 
by a military court to 2 months and 2 days 
imprisonment, which they served in a military prison in 
Lhasa. They were beaten or given electric shocks twice 
daily for the first five days, according to the former 
prisoner, who asked not to be named. 

Nepalese police have opened fire on Tibetan refugees 
several times during attempts to detain or deport them, 
killing at least two. In January 1992 a 22 year old 
student from Lhasa was shot in the back and killed 
when he tried to run away from Nepali guards deporting 
him. In June 1993 a 20 year old monk from Lithang 
was shot dead and seven other refugees were injured 
when they tried to run away from Nepali police. In 
August 1994 a refugee had to have his leg amputated 
after being shot by a Nepali policeman. 
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Last month Nepali police opened fire on a Tibetan 
student who tried to escape while being escorted back 
to the border in Solo Khumbu, in eastern Nepal. The 
bullets missed him but he was severely beaten by 
police, according to an informed source in Nepal. 


Names of Tibetans Arrested in Dram 

during escape attempt in November 1994, 
imprisoned for up to 4 months in Lhasa 


Nyima Tashi (from Dzado in Kham, c. 20 years) 
Karma (Chamdo, c. 20 years) 

Thupten (Nagchen, c. 18 years) 

Topgyal (Dzado, 26 years) 

Karma Gyurme (monk from Nagchu, c. 30 years) 
Urgyen Topgyal (Nagchu, 22 years) 

Sonam Gyurme (Derge, c. 26 years) 

Sangye Nyima (Chamdo, c. 26 years) 

Sonam (Lhasa, c. 30 years) 

Thupten Gyurme (Lhasa, c. 26 years) 

Tashi (Nagchu, c. 31 years) 

Konchog (monk from Drayap) 


Karmapa Dispute: Monks Protest Outside Sikkim 
Monastery 

TIN News Update/11 August, 1995 revised2 

A group of 25 Tibetan monks have gone on hunger 
strike outside a major Buddhist monastery in Sikkim in a 
bid to step up a long running dispute over which of two 
children is the reincarnation of the Karmapa, one of the 
leaders of Tibetan Buddhism. 

The hunger strike began Wednesday 9th August, a day 
after a group of up to 100 monks and their supporters 
had tried to march into Rumtek monastery, near 
Gangtok, the capital of Sikkim in North-Eastern India, 
according to reports from the Press Trust of India and 
from sources in the area. 

The incident took place at about 9am on Tuesday, with 
the monks dressed in their "chugu", yellow robes 
usually worn only for sacred ceremonies, and followed 
by a number of western supporters who were filming 
the protest. 

The renegade monks were denied entrance by local lay 
people and by the monks of Rumtek until a large force 
of local police succeeded, without using force, in 
persuading the monks to withdraw to the outer gate of 
the monastery. 

The leader of the faction, Topga, has announced that he 
will camp outside the monastery with his monks, 25 of 
whom are carrying out a hunger strike, until they gain 
access to the monastery, known officially as "the Place 
of the Wheel of Religion and of the Realisation of 
Teaching". 

"This was an attempt to force entry into the monastery, 
and these monks are breaking their vows by resorting to 
force", said a spokesman for the monastery. "In 
general, if monks wish to regain entry to the monastery 
after rejecting their root lama, they should follow the 
traditional way by approaching the abbot and making a 
confession, not by using force or hunger strikes". 


The monks are led by Topga, a former treasurer at the 
monastery who left in 1992 after a pitched battle 
among the monks over the identity of the new 
Karmapa, traditional leader of the Karma Kagyu sect, 
one of the largest schools in Tibetan Buddhism. The 
school has extensive wealth and land in India and 
Bhutan, and one Rumtek monk today said that Topga's 
aim was probably to reclaim control of the monastic 
properties, which he and his faction had partially 
enjoyed before the dispute. 

Topga belongs to a small splinter group, led by a lama 
called Shamar Rimpoche, a senior lama in the Kagyu 
school, who is believed to be in India and who has 
refused to accept Urgyen Thinley, the 13 year old child 
recognised by the Dalai Lama, Situ Rimpoche and all 
other senior Kagyu lamas as the 17th Karmapa. The 
child is currently resident in Tibet, at Tsurphu 
monastery 60 kms from Lhasa, and Chinese authorities 
have so far refused him permission to travel to India. 

Situ Rimpoche, at present in retreat in a monastery in 
Europe, is one of the leading lamas of the Kagyu school 
and led the search for the child. 

The hunger strikers are claiming that they were 
wrongfully evicted from the monastery in 1992 
because they disagreed with Situ Rinpoche's 
identification of Urgyen Thinley as the reincarnated 
Karmapa. 

A spokesman for the monastery said today that none of 
the monks had been expelled from Rumtek. 15 or 20 
monks had left voluntarily in 1992 to join Shamar after 
refusing to accept the announcement of the child as the 
Karmapa, he said, adding that the remaining monks in 
the break-away group are followers of Shamar who 
have defected from other monasteries in India or 
Bhutan. 

He added that the monastery officials had been told 
that Topga was armed and that a request by Topga to 
meet alone with Gyaltsab Rimpoche, the senior lama 
present at Rumtek, had been rejected. 

Although carrying only a small sector of the Tibetan 
clergy with him, Shamar has attracted powerful support 
from sections of the India media and the Indian 
establishment. The Home Ministry in Delhi last year 
banned Situ Rimpoche from re-entering India because of 
unspecified "anti-Indian activities", suggesting it 
supports Shamar's splinter group. Shamar Rimpoche 
has not so far made a public statement on this incident. 

The issue has wider ramifications because China took 
the opportunity of the Karmapa dispute in 1992 to 
announce that it had conferred final recognition on 
Urgyen Thinley, the first time the Communist 
Government has officially acknowledged a reincarnated 
lama. The involvement of China in the dispute is 
especially sensitive for the Indian authorities because 
China does not recognise the 1975 annexation of 
Sikkim by India and still regards Sikkim as an 
independent country. 
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Chinese Press on Diplomatic and International 
Events 

Summaries of selected articles from the Chinese press and 
other reports concerning diplomatic and international events 
relating to Tibet, February-August 1 994. The first date is the 
date the article was published or broadcast in China. The date 
in brackets at the end of each paragraph is the date the article 
was published in the BBC Summary of World Broadcasts. 

Highlights: 

February: Nepal refused to allow a planned peace 
march, which the Dalai Lama cancelled the same day. 
March: China demands that Japan refuse entry to the 
Dalai Lama, and Japan issues a visa provided there are 
no political activities. China is "deeply hurt". The Dalai 
Lama describes Asahara, suspected of mass murder, as 
"his friend". Indian and Chinese experts have "frank and 
friendly" talks on border disengagement. 

April: Bomi Rinpoche leads a TAR Buddhist delegation 
to Taiwan and gets donations. The Nepal PM in Beijing 
says accepts that Tibet and Taiwan are part of China, 
and gets 10 trolley buses and some roadworks. 

May: the German Government met the Dalai Lama for 
the first time, despite strong Chinese objections, and 
said they would encourage cultural autonomy and "real 
dialogue". At border talks with Qian Qichen in May, 
Bhutan reaffirmed that Tibet is part of China. 

June: the Dalai Lama says he will visit Taiwan once 
unspecified problems are resolved. 

July: Jiang Zemin, visiting Germany, is told that the 
German government supports Chinese re-unification 
policy and its policy on Tibet. 

August: a Chinese border security delegation visits 
Kathmandu. Tibetan women in India are refused visas 
for the Beijing Women’s Conference. The US Consulate 
in Chengdu promises to help TAR with economic and 
technological development. 

24 Feb: At the request of the Dalai Lama, exiled 
Tibetans postponed their peace march from Delhi to 
Lhasa and arranged to march from Dharamsala to Delhi 
instead, PTI, the Indian news agency, reported. The 
march had been organised by the Tibetan Youth 
Congress. The Dalai Lama said that "any event like the 
march is likely to be exploited by the hardliners in the 
Chinese Communist Party hierarchy ... This would be 
counter-productive to endeavour to encourage a political 
environment conducive to a peaceful resolution of the 
Tibetan issue". He added that as India and Nepal had 
sheltered the Tibetans, they should not cause them any 
embarrassment. (27 Feb) 

24 Feb: Khadga Prasad Oli, Nepal's Minister of Home 
Affairs, said Nepal would not allow any anti-China 
political activities to be conducted on its territory, 
Xinhua reported. He emphasised, according to Xinhua, 
that Nepal and China traditionally enjoy friendly 
relations and that Nepal regards Tibet as an indivisible 
part of the PRC. (27 Feb) 

24 Feb: Thirty-seven officials including delegation leader 
Basangdunzhu [Pasang Dondrup], deputy head of the 
organisation department of the TAR, and delegation 
deputy leader Chen Jiechang, deputy secretary general 
of the TAR government, attended an economic 
management training course for senior Chinese civil 
servants in Hong Kong, the Ta Kung Pao reported. The 
aim, said Henry Fok, who runs the Hong Kong Chinese 
Training Education Fund, was to create opportunities for 


course members to see for themselves Hongkong's 
economy. (5 April 95) 

27 Feb: In early February Beijing pledged not to be the 
first to use nuclear weapons against Kazakhstan, 
provided the Kazakhs would stop allowing Xinjiang 
independence activists to use their territory, the Hong 
Kong paper Lien Ho Pao said. The paper referred to the 
story as "hearsay" but said China's foreign ministry had 
not denied it but said that this was its consistent policy. 
"Xinjiang's independence movement has not aroused as 
much attention in the international community as the 
Tibet issue, but to the Chinese mainland, the situation 
there is even grimmer," the paper added. "The Hui 
religious separatists in Xinjiang have already established 
an 'East Turkestan Republic'." It has grown out of the 
former Xinjiang communist party and resembles the 
PLO, it said. (1 March) 

4 March: Deputies from Tibet attending the Third 
session of the Eighth NPC "sternly refuted" the US 
State Department's 1994 Human Rights Report, Xinhua 
reported. Citing "economic development and social 
progress", they said the US had "distorted facts and 
confounded truth with falsehood", and that it 
constituted a brutal interference in China's internal 
affairs. Deputy Losang [Lobsang], chairman of a 
residential committee in Lhasa's Chengguan [inner city] 
district, quoted figures to show improvements in 
standard of living. "This offspring of a serf said 
emotionally 'We, people from the old Tibet, know best 
what is meant by Tibet's human rights'", commented 
Xinhua. (7 March) 

24 March: A Chinese foreign ministry spokesman today 
described the Dalai Lama's visit to Japan as 
"interference in China's internal affairs", Xinhua 
reported. The spokesman made the remarks when he 
was asked to comment on a recent report that the Dalai 
Lama would visit Japan between 29 March and 6 April 
and that the Japanese government had decided to grant 
him a visa. The spokesman said the Dalai Lama was not 
an ordinary religious person but a politician in exile who 
had long been engaged in activities intended to split the 
motherland and sabotage national unity under the 
pretext of religion, Xinhua added. His visit to Japan 
was, the spokesman said, for continuing activities that 
split the motherland. "It is our request that the 
Japanese will put Sino-Japanese friendship above 
everything else and not allow the Dalai Lama to enter 
the country so as to avoid any untoward influence on 
bilateral ties", he said. (25 March 95) 

25 March: Japan will issue an entry permit for the Dalai 
Lama on condition that he will not engage in political 
activities while in the country, government sources 
said, Kyodo reported. He will visit the Peace Park in 
Hiroshima and take part in religious activities. Foreign 
Minister Yohei Kono said Japan has the right to allow 
his visit if it is not politically motivated. He said his 
government hopes China will understand this position. 
Japan's decision to allow his visit does not run counter 
to the spirit of the 1972 declaration on the 
normalisation of Japan-China relations, a senior Foreign 
Ministry official said. (28 March 95) 

30 March: The Japanese government's decision to 
allow the Dalai Lama's entry into Japan has hurt the 
feelings of the Chinese people and will bring about a 
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"negative impact" on Sino-Japanese relations, a 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman said, Xinhua 
reported. "We deeply regret ... the Japanese 
government's decision", he said, adding "The Dalai is 
not an ordinary religious figure but rather a political 
figure in exile who has long been engaged in activities 
designed to split China and sabotage the unity among 
its nationalities under the disguise of religion". (1 April 
95) 

5 April: A referendum on Tibetan independence from 
China is being prepared, though a precise date has not 
been fixed, the Dalai Lama said in Tokyo, Kyodo 
reported. The exiled Tibetan leader arrived in Japan a 
week ago at the invitation of a religious group after the 
Japanese government issued an entry permit on 
condition he not engage in political activities while in 
the country. The Dalai Lama made the referendum 
proposal for Tibetans round the world in March, but the 
Chinese government has already said it would refuse 
the suggestion. He said .he had not changed his view of 
aiming to solve the Tibetan issue without violence and 
was always ready to discuss it with the Chinese 
government. (7 April 95) 

5 April: The Dalai Lama said that the leader of the Aum 
Shinrikyo sect, Shoko Asahara, is just an acquaintance 
of his, not a disciple. (7 April 95) 

6 April: The Dalai Lama said he was shocked when he 
heard of the nerve gas attack on the Tokyo subway on 
20 March, Kyodo reported. In a recent interview with 
Kyodo and three Japanese dailies, he said an 
investigation of the Aum Shinrikyo sect, whose leader 
he had met, was the only way to handle the incident. 
The Dalai Lama said that when he first met the sect's 
leader, Shoko Asahara, he was impressed by his 
seriousness and spirituality. "I consider him as my 
friend, but not necessarily a perfect one", he was 
quoted as saying. (7 April 95) 

12 April: China’s foreign minister Qian Qichen, was 
interviewed on TV during a visit to Poland. In reply to a 
question on improving stability in Tibet by giving it more 
freedom under a federal system, Qian replied that China 
had always been a centrally governed state and had no 
federal tradition, unlike Europe. (18 April 95) 

17 April: A six-member Tibetan Buddhist delegation, 
organised by the Tibetan Development Fund, left Beijing 
for Taipei via Hong Kong. It is the first Tibetan Buddhist 
exchange group to visit Taiwan since 1949. The 
invitation came from the Taipei based Taiwan China 
Research Cultural and Educational Foundation. The 
group is headed by Living Buddha Bomi Qianbaluozhu 
[Bomi Cdrog-mi) Rinpoche], vice-chairman of the China 
Buddhism Association, and includes Living Buddha 
Churu Chilang, a Tibetan medicine expert and director 
of the Tibetan Medicine Hospital of the TAR. The Taipei 
foundation is to donate NT$8m to the TDF. (18 April 
95) 

17/18 April: The Nepalese prime minister, Man Mohan 
Adhikari, arrived in Beijing on 17 April for an official 
visit as guest of Premier Li Peng, Xinhua reported. On 

18 April the two premiers held a meeting, at which Li 
said that China and Nepal had a longstanding friendship 
and relations had become a model. Adhikari noted that 
Taiwan is an inseparable part of China and that Tibet is 


an autonomous region in China and that Nepal opposes 
any anti-Chinese or separatist activities on Nepalese 
territory. Li and Adhikari signed agreements on 
economic and technical co-operation, the maintenance 
of Nepal's Pokhara-Baglung highway, China's provision 
of equipment to a cancer hospital, and of 10 trolley 
buses. Adhikari met President Jiang Zemin on 18 April 
at which he restated Nepal's "one China" policy and 
stand on opposing anti-Chinese or separatist activities 
on Nepal territory. Jiang accepted an invitation to visit 
Nepal from King Birendra. (20 April 95) 

4 March: The third meeting of the Chinese and Indian 
expert border teams took place in Delhi from 2 to 4 
March, the People's Daily reported. "Thorough 
discussions" were held in a "friendly and frank" 
atmosphere on how to implement the agreement signed 
in September 1993 on keeping the peace in areas of 
actual control lines. "Both sides have focussed on how 
to resolve the issue of troops from both sides being too 
close to each other in individual sections", the report 
said. Further meetings are expected. The Chinese leader 
was Wang Chungui, deputy director of the Asian Affairs 
dept, of the foreign ministry, the Indian leader was 
Menon, liaison secretary of the Ministry of External 
Affairs, the paper added. (1 May 95) 

27 April: The Chinese embassy in Bonn expressed its 
opposition to a proposed meeting in May (the first) 
between the Dalai Lama and Klaus Kinkel, German 
Foreign Minister, Kyodo reported. "It is well known that 
the Dalai Lama leads a separatist movement for the 
independence of Tibet, and we are against him having 
any official contacts with the German government", 
said a Chinese spokesman. The German foreign ministry 
confirmed that a delegation from the Chinese embassy 
had paid an official visit to "discuss" the subject. Kinkel 
was due to meet the Dalai Lama on his private 3-7 May 
trip, which takes him to Bonn, Cologne, Wiesbaden, 
Essen and Hannover. The Dalai Lama was due to meet 
several members of parliament during his visit and was 
to give a speech in the state parliament of Hesse. When 
the Dalai Lama visited Germany in April last year, the 
government avoided all official contact with him, chiefly 
because of a visit by Premier Li Peng, according to 
Kyodo. A German foreign ministry spokeswoman said 
the meeting does not represent a major change in 
German policy towards Tibet. But some German 
newspapers have seen it as a significant departure, the 
agency noted. (1 May 95) 

3 May: The Dalai Lama called on German industrialists 
doing business with China to draw their partners' 
attention to Beijing's tougher position in Tibet, the 
Deutscher Depeschen Dienst (via ADN news agency) 
reported. The exiled leader was speaking to the Hesse 
state parliament in Wiesbaden at the start of a four-day 
visit to Germany. It was the first time he had spoken 
before a German constitutional body. The Dalai Lama 
said the Chinese were resettling thousands of ethnic 
Chinese in Tibet, making Tibetans a minority in many 
areas. This had serious consequences for Tibet's 
culture, religion and language. The Dalai Lama 
reaffirmed his principle of non-violence and said he 
would stand down if Tibetans opted for violence in the 
independence struggle. He said he was pressing for a 
"middle way" which would not involve complete 
separation from Beijing but "autonomy under Chinese 
influence". He said his objective was "to make Tibet an 
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area of peace". He did not want to insist on "Tibet's 
historically legitimate independence", and wanted in 
return to encourage China "not to insist on suppressing 
Tibetans". (6 May) 

4 May: Shen Guofang, foreign ministry spokesman, said 
China had expressed serious concern to the German 
side about the Dalai Lama's visit to Germany and 
German leaders' meetings with the Tibetan exile leader, 
China News Agency reported. "China urges the German 
government to maintain its stand of recognising Tibet 
as part of Chinese territory, not to allow the Dalai Lama 
to engage in activities in Germany aimed at breaking up 
the motherland, and not to arrange for its leaders to 
meet the Dalai Lama so as not to damage relations 
between the two countries", the spokesman said. (6 
May) 

4 May: The German government will continue to press 
China to allow the religious and cultural autonomy of 
Tibet, Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel told the Dalai Lama, 
DDD reported via ADN. The meeting was the first 
official encounter between a federal minister and the 
Tibetan leader. Kinkel stressed that the German 
government and international community regarded Tibet 
as part of the Chinese state. Germany was not 
questioning China's territorial integrity, but urging 
Beijing to respect human rights and allow religious and 
cultural autonomy. Bonn will continue to press China on 
these issues, Kinkel said, while stressing that Germany 
attaches great important to good relations with China. 
The Dalai Lama briefed Kinkel on his five-point peace 
plan and said that his policies did not aim to separate 
Tibet from China, but were striving for real self¬ 
administration for Tibet. Kinkel said it was in China's 
interests to conduct a "real dialogue" with Tibet, with 
the object of a degree of autonomy which allows 
Tibetans ethnic, cultural and religious independence. (6 
May) 

18 May: News of a world convention of 
parliamentarians on Tibet, to be held 26-28 May in 
Lithuania, "evoked a negative response in China", 
Interfax news agency reported, quoting a senior 
unidentified diplomat. The Chinese ambassador had a 
"discussion" with Vytautas Landsbergis, former 
chairman of the Lithuanian Supreme Council, unofficially 
reported to be an honorary chairman of the forum. The 
diplomat said "we have no grounds to ban the 
convention, nor can we forbid parliamentarians to 
discuss the problems they are interested in". (24 May) 

24 May: Foreign Minister Qian Qichen met Bhutanese 
Foreign Minister Lyonpo Dawa Tsering in Beijing, Xinhua 
reported. Qian said China and Bhutan had always been 
friendly and had had recent contacts and consultations 
in recent years. Dawa Tsering noted that Bhutan 
attaches importance to high-level contacts between the 
two countries and co-operation in the international 
arena. "He reaffirmed Bhutan's consistent position on 
the Tibet issue, saying that Tibet is an inalienable part 
of China's territory", Xinhua said. Qian thanked Bhutan 
for its "valuable support" to China on the human rights, 
Tibet and Taiwan issues. The purpose of the Bhutan 
visit to China was the 10th round of talks on the border 
question. (26 May) 

2 June: A Foreign Ministry spokesman, Chen Jian, was 
asked to comment on a 30 May Amnesty International 


report which claimed that China had rounded up and 
maltreated a large number of prisoners in Tibet. 
"Amnesty International has always harboured a deep 
prejudice against China and has been attacking China 
for no apparent reason", Chen said. The Chinese 
government fully ensures all its nationalities basic 
freedom and human rights in accordance with the 
constitution and other laws and regulations, he noted. 
"The Tibetan people, just as other nationalities in the 
country, enjoy human rights and basic freedom, both of 
which have been improving. This is a fact for all to see, 
and will not be altered by lies or slander", Chen 
concluded. (6 June) 

25 June: The Dalai Lama called on the German 
government to use Germany's good relations with China 
on behalf of the Tibetan government-in-exile, German 
NTV reported from Berlin. He said this could "pave the 
way for negotiations with Beijing". He reaffirmed, the 
agency said, that it was his aim to find a justifiable 
compromise between Tibetan independence and 
integration with China. (27 June) 

26 June: The Dalai Lama said he would visit Taiwan as 
soon as issues troubling Taiwan and Tibet were solved, 
Taiwanese agency CNA reported from Graz, Austria. 
The exiled leader noted Taiwan had a large Buddhist 
population. He said that President Li Teng-hui had 
invited him but added his visit would be delayed until 
issues (which he did not define) were settled. (29 June) 

6 July: The Dalai Lama said he was confident there 
would be a mutually acceptable solution to the Tibet 
issue following "certain positive developments in 
Beijing", PTI reported from New Delhi. He said he had 
been striving for a solution based on reconciliation but 
the Chinese had not responded, and appealed for people 
the world over to support a "middle way". He noted 
that continued Chinese occupation of Tibet posed a 
growing threat to Tibetan culture. He praised India in its 
role towards its Tibetan refugees and underlined the 
need for non-violence in preserving Tibetan culture. (8 
July) 

11 July: A Chinese delegation visiting Lithuania noted 
that the concern voiced by some Lithuanian MPs over 
Tibet was caused by insufficient or distorted 
information, Baltic News Service reported. (19 July) 

11 July: Ceslovas Jursenas, chairman of the Lithuanian 
parliament, stressed that in 1991 when Lithuania was 
aspiring to join the UN, China's consent had been of 
great importance, Lithuanian radio from Vilnius reported. 
On Tibet, Jursenas reported the Chinese as saying that 
all was normal in Tibet and that Tibetans essentially 
have no complaints, only a few think differently and 
disseminate disinformation, the station said. (19 July) 

13 July: Representatives of several groups in the 
Lithuanian parliament met with a delegation of Chinese 
lawmakers on a five-day visit, the Estonian Baltic News 
Service reported from Vilnius. A member of the ruling 
Estonian party said China and Lithuania should 
strengthen ties, while opposition members discussed 
the problem of Tibet and human rights. The Chinese 
said there would be no change of policy on Tibet since 
it was an integral part of China. In response to a 
question about political prisoners in Tibet and the 
destruction of Tibetan culture, the Chinese replied that 
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only persons convicted of criminal offences are held in 
prison and that no harm is done to culture. To an 
enquiry about visiting Tibet to study the "actual 
situation", Luo Dun Shu [name as received - Lobsang 
Dundrup?] replied that such a visit should be co¬ 
ordinated through diplomatic channels. (19 July) 

14 July: German foreign minister Klaus Kinkel told 
Chinese president Jiang Zemin that Germany pursues 
the "one-China" policy and supports China's course of 
reunification, Xinhua said. Germany holds that Tibet is 
an inalienable part of the Chinese territory, Kinkel added 
when he had breakfast with Jiang today. He said this 
stand of Germany's had not changed and would not 
change, Xinhua noted. "In a friendly atmosphere", Jiang 
briefed Kinkel on China's stand on Taiwan and Tibet. 
Kinkel reportedly said Germany respects the stand of 
the Chinese government. The two also exchanged 
views on international issues of common concern, 
Xinhua added. (1 7 July) 

14 July: At a press conference in Germany, Jiang 
Zemin said, in response to a question, that China would 
"welcome the Dalai Lama back to the motherland if he 
recognises Tibet as an inseparable part of China, totally 
abandons his stand for the 'independence of Tibet' and 
stops all activities to split the motherland", Xinhua 
reported. When asked about China's stand on human 
rights, Jiang said "[our two] countries have some 
identical and similar views on the issue of human 
rights". He went on to point out that China was poor 
and the first human right to deal with was to ensure 
decent livelihoods. He noted the two countries had 
some different views, but that dialogue would be 
beneficial. He added that human rights should not be 
used as an excuse to interfere in another country's 
internal affairs, Xinhua said. (1 7 July) 

3 August: A Chinese border security delegation, led by 
Major-general Zhang Guogang, director-general of the 
Border Security Department of the Ministry of Public 
Security, arrived in Kathmandu for a three-day visit, 
Xinhua reported. He will hold talks with Ganesh Prasad 
Bhattarai, head of immigration in the Nepali Home 
Ministry. (7 August) 

3 August: "Positive talks" were held by the above 
delegation on border security and other matters of 
mutual interest, Xinhua reported. 

4 August: China's UN ambassador Sha Zukang told the 
UNHCR that China had complied fully with established 
Tibetan religious practices and traditions on the issue of 
the Panchen Lama's reincarnation, Xinhua reported. By 
contrast, the Dalai Lama had not done so when he 
announced the name of a Tibetan boy as the 
reincarnation. Sha said the "soul boy" should be 
selected from several candidates in accordance with the 
late Panchen's will and after consulting Tibetan living 
Buddhas and eminent monks. Most importantly, the boy 
should be chosen by drawing lots from a golden urn 
before the image of Shakyamuni, a practice the Chinese 
claim was started by the Qing dynasty in 1 792. "It was 
also established practice that the chosen 'soul boy' 


should be approved by China's central government, as 
should the conferment of the titles of Dalai and 
Bainqen", Sha added. The Dalai Lama himself assumed 
his title in 1940 after ratification by the Chinese 
government, he concluded. (7 August) 

9 August: Li Baoding, Chinese delegate to the UN 
Commission on Human Rights, denied a claim by 
"certain" NGOs that Tibet is an occupied country, 
Xinhua reported. He told the Sub-Commission on 
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities 
that the independence of Tibet has no historical or legal 
basis. He said that China's sovereignty could be traced 
back 700 years, that China had made efforts to 
promote human rights and that the Tibetans enjoyed 
religious freedom and human rights like other minorities 
in China. He charged that some NGOs had "concocted" 
the issue of Tibetan refugees and defamed the Chinese 
government by calling border controls "limitation on 
freedom of movement". (11 August) 

9 Aug: Li Baodong, a member of the Chinese delegation 
to the UN Human Rights Subcommittee meeting in 
Geneva, "refuted the lies fabricated by some non¬ 
governmental organisations concerning Tibet", Xinhua 
said on 10 August. These NGOs claimed that Tibet was 
an occupied country, a "serious distortion of history". 
The Tibetans, he said "are enjoying increasingly greater 
human rights and freedom of religious beliefs ... It is 
natural that the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
has rejected the issue of the so-called Tibetan refugees 
... Stopping and repatriating people from departing or 
entering a a country illegally is part of the efforts the 
international community has made to stop illegal 
migration". (16 Aug) 

18 Aug: The Tibetan Women's Association (Central) 
criticised the Chinese authorities for denying visas to 
their 12-member delegation to the forthcoming UN 
Fourth World Conference on Women, PTI reported. The 
president of the association, ms Tsering Norzom, said 
visas had been denied despite their having formal 
necessary documents (NGO registration letter and hotel 
confirmation letter). The association has appealed to the 
Secretary-general of the FWCW and the NGO forum, 
Beijing, to consult with China to allow Tibetan women 
in exile to attend, PTI added. (21 Aug) 

21 Aug: Gyamco, executive vice-chairman of the TAR 
government, met (?Ge Kang), US consul general in 
Chengdu, Lhasa TV reported. ?Ge Kang said the US 
consulate general was willing to provide assistance for 
economic and technological co-operation between 
American industry and the TAR. (26 Aug) 

24 Aug: Ang Dendi Sherpa, new Nepalese consul- 
general in Lhasa, said recently his government would 
not allow anyone to engage in activities aimed at 
splitting China, Xinhua reported. He also noted Tibet 
was an inalienable part of China and that the Nepalese 
government consistently adhered to its "one China" 
stand. Nepal hopes to strengthen its economic times 
with Tibet, he added. (26 Aug) 


- End - 
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